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Courterus Reader, 


NE Reaſon which moved me to VVrite and 
Print this little ook, was, Becauſe, tho“ 
ere ate many exc2lient Heart-affecting Difo 
ouries in the VVorld, that tends to convert the 
dinner; yetl had a Defice to rry this ſimple Me- 
hod of mine V Vherefore I make bold chus to 
nvite and incourage the Hf to eome to Chriſt 
or Life. 


I have been Vile myſelf, but habe obtained 
Mercy, and I would have my Companions in 


in pariaks: of Mercy too, and therefore I have 
writ this BOOK. P74 


The Nation doth ſwarm with vile Ones »ow, 
ns ver it did ſince it was a Nation. My Book in 
ome Places can ſcarce go irom Rouſe to Houſe, 
ut 'twill find a ſubtle Subject to ſpread it ſelf f 
ipon. Now ſince Chrit 7eſus is willing to ſave 433 
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5 The Preface. 
the vileſt, why ſhould they not by Name be 


ſome what acquainted with it, and bid come to 
him under that Name ? | 


A great Sinner, when cenverted, ſeems a Booty 
to Jeſus Chriſt, he gets by ſaving ſuch an one; 
why then ſhould both Jeſus loſe his Glory, and WM 
the Sinner loſe his Soul at once; and that for 
want of an Invitation? | | 


I have found, thro' God's Grace, good Succeſs | 
in preaching upon this Subject, and perhaps fo I 
may, by my writing upon it too : I have, as you 
fee, let down this Net for a Draught, the Lord 
catch ſome great Fiſhes by it, for the magnify” 8 
ing of his Truth. There are ſome moſt vile in 
all Mens Eyes, and ſome are ſo in their own & 
Eyes too; but ſome have their Paintings to i 
Z Shroud Vileneſs under, yet they are naked and) 
* open unto the Eyes of him with whom we have 
a to do: And for all theſe, God hath ſent a Savi- 
* «our Jeſus ; and to all theſe the Door is opened. 
Wherefore prithee profane Man, give this lit- 
fy tle Book the Reading. Come, Pardon, and a Part} 
in Heaven and Glory, cannot be hurtful to thee, 
Loet not thy Luſts and Folly drive thee beyond 
j the Door of Mercy, ſince it is not lockt nor bolt” 
| 


ed up againſt thee. Manaſſtth was a bad Man, and 
Magdalen a bad Woman ; To ſay nothing of the 
Thief upon the Croſs, or of the Murderers of Chriſt, 
yet they obtained Mercy; Chrift willingly receiv- 
ed them. 


And doſt thou think that thoſe once ſo bad, 
now they are in Heaven, repent them there, be. 
cauſe they left their Sins for Cyhriſt when they 
were in this World? I cannot believe but thou 
zhinkeft they have verily got the beſ on't ; why 
Sinner, do thou likewiſe; Chriſt at Heaven 2 
ays J 
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thy Salvation, but come to him aud live. 


The Ref. 


ſays to ihee, Come hither; and the Devil at the_ 
Gates of Hell does call thee to come w kim, Sin- 
ner, what ſayeſt thou? Whither wilt thou go? 
Don't go into the Fire, where thou wilt be burn- 
ed: Don't let Jeſus loſe his Longing,” ſince 'ris for 


One Word more, and ſo I have done: Sinner, 

here thou doſt hear of Love, prithee don't provoke 
it by turning it into Wanronneſs, He that dies for 
lighting Love, ſinks deepeſt into Hell, and will 
there be tormented by the Remembrance of that 
Evil, more than by the deepeſt Copiration of all 
his c:hegSins. Take heed therefore, do not make 
Love thy Tormentor, Sinner. 


John Bunyan. 


1 HE 


2-12 '£ 


— 4 } 
= 
" * 
| 0 9 
2 4 
| * bk; 


i 
| x 
E E Text opened, Pag. 2. 
The Batineſs of Jeruſalem unpatall'd, they 
"4 Were the biggeſt Sinners, P. 45 F Go 4} 
5 1 
Feſus Chriſt would have Mercy offered to the bizget #- 
Sinners, D. 9. | 
The Doctrine proved by Scriptures Inſtances, p. 12.13.14, 
The Amazing Grace of God 4146, 19. 
The Apoſtles keep to their Commiſſion, and offer Mercy 
in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners, . 
16, bs, 18. 


The Reaſons of the Point. 


1. Becauſe the beggeſt Sinners have moſt need of 


Mercy, Pe. 21, 
This is illuſterated, P. 23 f 26. 
Becauſe this redounds moſt to the ſpreading of the 

Fame of Chriſt, p. 27. 


Proved 
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Proved and amplified, p 8-8 33s 
3. Becauſe by thus doing, others are the more encour- 
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4. Becauſe this weakens the Ringdem of Satan, p. 44» 
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= The biggeſt Sinners Satan's Colonels aud Captains, 
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2 Pe 45 
= The bigger Sinner breeds moſt that horrible Vermine, 
= 5: p. 47. 
= The Auther's Experience about it, p. 48. 
5. Becauſe the bipgeſt Sinners are the beſt Helps in the 

Church. when Converted, p- 50. 
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i 70 56. 
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1. By this Doctrine we are ſbewed how to make a 
right Judgement of the Heart of Chriſt to Men, 
p- 83. 0 88. 

2. This ſhews alſo the Suficiency of the Merits of 


Chriſt, p- 8. 
Such as his Merits are, ſuch is his Grace, the one 
is ſeon by the other, p- 89. 2 18. 
3. Here 
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3. Here is Encouragement for you that think your 


elves the Worſt, yet to come 70 Chriſt, p 91. 
Objectious touch d upon, and Diſſi lued, that oßſtrufmt WF 
our coming to Chiiſt, p. 93. 
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Falth and wild Faith, and hom diſcovered, p- 114. 
hen Preſumption puts it ſelf in the place of Faith, 


; 5 P» 1 I 5 
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7. If it be ſe, then here is ground. for thoſe that 
are not Sinners of the largeſt Sixe, to come to Chriſt 


for Mercy p 119 
Objection anſwered | p 129 
4 Man comparatively a little Sinner made a great 
one. : bp 121 

A lamentable Cry for Pardon, p 122 


One 


E 4 right Plea for Pardon lieth not in our numbering 
. up, but ariſeth from the Senſe and Creatneſs of Sin, 
| {| The comparaſon of little and great Sinners explained, 
4. p 123 
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& Rogues, in Octavo. Pri ice B. wad, Is. 

by Axiſtotles New Bock of Prob'ems, ſet 
forth by way of Queſtion and Anſ wer. 
To which are added, A great Number 
1 from other famous Philoſop her, Aſtrolo- 
i logers, Aſtronomers , and Phyſicians. 
Shewing the Secrets of Nature and Art: 

[ Together with the Interpretation of 
WS. em, Significatjon of MY in any 
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of the Eclipſes of the Suz and Moon; 
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A Help for Deſpairing Souls. 


Luke xxiv. 47 Beginning at Jeruſalem. 

HE whole Verſe runs thus 
And that repentance and ve- 
miſron of Sins ſhould he prea- 
ched in his name among all na- 
tions Peginning at Feruſalem, 


a The words were ſpoken by Chriſt after 


e roſe from the Dead, and they are here 


ehearſed after an Hiſtorical manner, but 


o contain in them a formal Commiſſion, 
ith a ſpecial Clauſe therein. The Com- 
iſſion is as you ſee, for the Preaching of 


te Goſpel, and is very diſt inctly in ſerted 


the Holy Record by Matthew and Mark. 


Fo teach all Nations, Cc. Go ye into all the 
orld, and preach the Goſpel unto every Crea- 


re, Matt. 28. 19. Marx 16. 15. Only 
11S Clanſe is in ſpecial mention'd by Lukes 
ho ſiith, Thar as Chrift would have 
de NcUrine of Repentarce #nd Remiſ- 

1 nen 


2 Good News 


ſion of Sins preached in his Name among 
all Nations, ſo he would have the reo. 
ple of Fernſalem to have the firſt proffer 8 
thereof, Preach it, faith Chriſt, in = Na 
tions; but begin at Feruſalem. 7 

The Apoſtles then thought they had 2 
Com miſſion to large as to give them War. 
rant to go and preach the Goſpel in alli 
the World, yer by this Clauſe they were 
limited, as to the beginning of their Mi- 
piltry : They were to begin this Work at 
Feruſalem, Beginning at Fernſalem. 

Before 1 proceed to an Obſervation up- 
on the Words, I muſt (but briefly ) touch 
1 two things: Namely, 7 

. Shew you what Feruſalem now was 

2 Shew you what it was to preac 
the Goſpel to them. 

For the firſt, Feruſalem is to be conſil 
_ of, ett ber, 

Wich reſpcct to the deſcent of he 
r Or, 

2. With reſpect to her Preference an 
Exaltation, Or, 7 

2. With reſpect to her preſent State 4 
to her Decays. 

Firſt, As to her Deſcent : She was fro 
Abraham, from the Sons of Jacob, a Pec 
ple that God ſingled out from the reſt e 
the Nations to ſet his Love upon them. 
Second 


| 


, 


- 


fo2 the Aileſt of Men. 5 


Secondly, As to her Preference or Fxal- 
tation, ſhe was the place of God's Wor. 
fall Whip, and that which had is and with her 
Nu. Abe Cecial Tokens and Signs of God's 

'avour and Prefence, above any other 
ad 1 People in the World. Hence the Tribes 
Var: vent up to Jeruſalem to worſhip, there 
1 allchvas God's Houſe ; ; God's High Prieſt, 
vere 3904's S1Crifices accepted, and God's Eye, 
Mi- * God's Heart perpetually, Fal 76. 1 
k at. Fal. 122. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 1 Kings 
£< b bur, 

1 up4 Thirdly, we are to conſider Feruſalem al- 
ouch} in her Decays; for as ſhe is ſo con! der- 
d, the is the proper Object of our Text, 
wass ol be further ſhewed by and by, 
reach Jeruſalem, as | told you, was the place 
nd ſeat of God's Worſhip, but u de- 
-onſiÞ» yed, degenerated, and apoſtatized The 

Y ord, the Rule of Worſhip, was reject- 
f hed of them, and in its place they bad 
t up their own Trad tions, they had 
Jetted alſo the moſt weighty Ordi— 
2 i-ccs, and put in the room thereof their 
10 vn li: tle things, (Mat. 15. Mark 7. N Feru- 
lem was therefore now greatly back ſlid- 
s frohen, and become the place where Truth 
a Pec 4 true Religion was much defaced. 
reſt of It was alſo now become the very fink 
tem Sin, the feat of Hypocriſie, and thz 
Fecond B 2 Gult 
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Good News 


Gulf where true Religion was drowned :} 
Here alſo now reigned Preſumption, and 
groundleſs Confidence in GOD, which 
is the bane of Souls. Amongſt its Rulers, 
Doctors and Leaders, . Malice, and I 
Blaſphemy vented it ſelf againſt the Pow. gt 
er of Godlineſs, in all places where it 5 
was eſpied: As alſo againſt the Promo- 
ters of it; yea their Lord and Maker 
could net eſcape them. A 
In a word, Feruſalem was now become 
theShambles, the very Slaughrer-ſhop for 
Saints. This was the place wherein the 
Prophets, Chriſt, and his People, were 
moſt horribly perſecuted and murdered. 
Yea, ſo hard ned at this time was Jene. 
lem in her Sins, that ſhe feared nor to 
commit the piggelt. and to bind her ſelf s 
by Wiſh, under the Guilt and damning | 7 
Evil of it ; ſaying, when ſhe had murde- 
red the Son of God, His blood be upon us 
aud our Children, 
And tho' Feſus Chriſt d id both by Dot. 


4 
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to puta ſtop to their Vilianies; yet ter 
ſhur their Eyes, ſtop their Ears, and 
reſted not, till (as was hinted before) they | 


| had driven him out of the world. Vea 


tnat they might, if poſſible, have exten- f 


guiſhed his Name, and exploded his} . 
Dowel 


ed: ko the Gileſt of Men. 5 
and Doctrine out of the World; they againſt 
ich n Arguments, and in deſpite of heaven, 
ers, Mts mighty Hand, and undeniable Proof 
and pf his RefurreQtion; did hire Souldiers 
ow. go invent a lye, ſaying, His Diſciples ftole 
e it bim away from the Grave; on purpoſe 
no- Fhar Men might not count him the Sa- 
kerWiour of the world, nor truſt in him for 
he Remiſſion of Sins. 
They were, faith Paul, contrary to all 
for Men: For they did not only ſhut up the 
the Poor of Life againſt themſelves; but for- 
bete pad that it ſhould be opened to any elſe. 
red. Forbiddiug us, faith he, to preach to the 
nſa- Gentiles, that they might be ſaved, to fill up 
to Wheir Sin always. Mat. 23. 35. Chap. 15. 7, 
ſelf, 9 Mark 7. 6, 7, 8. Matth. 3. 7, 8, 9. 
ing Bohn 8. 33. 41. Matth. 27. 18. Mark 2. 
de- Bo. Luke 2. 65. Matth. 23. 37. Luke 13. 
1 3, 34. Pſal. 2. 22, 23. Chap. 4. 10. 
Mlatth. 27. 25, Chap 20. 11, 12, 13, 14, 
odt- 15. 1 Theſ, 2. 14, 15, 16. 
ſeek This is the City, and theſe are the Peo- 
hey ple, this is their Character, and theſe are 
and their dins. Nor can there be produced 
hey their parallel in all this World. Nay, 
Vea phat World! what People, what Nation, 
ten-Mfor Sin and Tranſgreſſion, could, or can 
1 hisYbe compared to Jeruſalem! Eſpecially if 
o- you joyn to the matter of Fact, the Light 
B 3 they 


6 C5325 Mews. 

they Hnngs againſt, and the PatienceWhs 
which they abuſed, Infaite was the i 
Wicke nets upon this Account which 
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tent unto them J t 
m, and then his 50; * 
they would be dei 
her reduced nor redeemed, but perſecufi 
ed both to the Death. Nor did heyl 
as I faid, ſtôp here; the Holy Apoſtle e 
they afterwards perſecu.c ed allo to Deal 
even ſo many as they could, thereſt they 
drove from them Un to the utmott Cor 
nE1s. | : 
Cecondly,, I come now to ſhow you 
what it was to preach the Goffel roſe; 
them. [t was, faith Luke, ro preach wh 
tbem Repentance and Re mii 7 of Sins in 
Chriſt's Name. Or as Mark has it, to big F: 
_ renent and believe the Goſpel, Mari 
. 15 Not that Repentance is a Cauſe of 
N on but 4 Sign of our hearty RO. 
ception tuereof. Repentance | is therefor; 
here put to intimate, thzt no prere ndedff 
Faith of the Goſpel is good, that is nf 
accompanied with if. And this he doth 
on purpoſe, becauſe he would not have 
t hem deceive themſelves: For with what 
Faith can he expect Remiſſion of Sins in} 
the 
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for the Uilet of Men. 7 
nee he name of Chrilt, that is not heartily for. 
they lor them? Or how ſhall a Man be able 
niche give to others a ſatisfactory Acconat 


fhis unfeigned Subjection to the Coſpel 
len hat yer ab! des in his Im penitency ? 

oh t Wherefore Repentarce is here Joined 
902 wich Faith in the way ok receiving the 
oipel, Faith is that without 4 7 it 
ianot be received at all: And Kepentance, 
Sv ithout which it canner be received un- 


tleeWeignedly, When therefore Chriſt ſays he 
ach 01d nave Repenrarce and Remiſſion of 


ins preached in his Name among all Na- 
ions; it is as much as to ſay, [wil that 
3 Men every where be ſorry for their Sins, 
and accept of Mercy at God's hand thro me 


1. 11 = under his Wrath in . Judęg- 


e they cannot eſeipe the Wra: Bes 
come; wheretore Paul faith, God Com- 
mand; l Men every where to repent (in 
Reorder 0, their Salvation) b:canſe he hath 
fore opporntea a Day iu the which he wil Fudge 
tbe Horld in Rightes uſneſs by that Alan 
W whom he hath ordeincd Ads 15. 30. 
And now to come to this Clauſe, Be- 
Linning at Jeruſalm That is, that Chritt 
would have FJeruſulem have the ſult offer 
of the Goſpel. 

B 4 1. This 


Good News ; 
1. This connot be ſo commanded, be 


t 
cauſe they had any more Right for them T7 
ſelves thereto, then had any of the Nac 

1 
: 


8 


tions of the World ; for their Sins had 
diveſted them of al] Self. deſervings. * 
2. Nor yet, becauſe they ſtood upor's 
the advance Gre und with the worſt of the F [ 
Sinners of the Nations, Nay, rather the 
Sinners of the Nations, had the advance 2 
Ground of them: For Feruſalem was longh 
before ſhe had added this Iniquity to her | 
Sin, worſe than the very Nations that 1 
God caſt out before the Children of I- 
rael, 2 Chron. 33. = 
3. It muſt therefore follow that the clan 
begun at Jeruſalem, was put into this Com- 
miſſion of meer Grace and Compaſſion: + 
Even from the overflowing of the Bowels - 
of Mercy: For indeed they were the 
worſt, and ſo in the moſt deplorable Con- 
dition of any People under the Heaven. 
Whatever therefore their Relation was 
to Abraham, Tſaac, or Jacob, howerer they 
formerly had been the People among 
whom God had placed his Name and 
Worſhip; they were now degenerated 
from God more than the Nations were 
from their Idols, and were become Guil- 
ty of the higheſt Sins which the People } 
of the World were capable of commit-} 
ting 3 
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Linners. 


fo2 the Aileſt of Men. 9 


ting. Nay none can be capable of com- 
mitting of ſuch unpardonabie Sins as they 


committed againſt their God, when they 
fle his Son, and perſecuted his Name 
* ard Word. 


From theſe Words therefore, thus ex- 
plained, we gain this Obſervatian, 
That Feſus Chriſt would have mercy oer'd, 


iy the firſt place, to the biggeſt Sinners, 


That thefe Jeruſalem Sinners were the 
biggeſt that ever were in the world, I 
think none will deny, that believes that 
Chriſt was the beſt Man that ever was in 


the World, and alſo was their Lord God. 
And that they were to have the f fer 
/ bis Grace, the Text is as clear as the 


Sun; for it nith, Begin at Feruſalem. 


8 Prcrcb, faith he, Repentance and Remiſton 


of Sins, in the fiſt place to the Feruſalem 


One would have thought, ſince the 


Feruiſalem Simers weie. the worſt, and 
# greateſt Sinners, Cbriſt's greateit Ene- 
mies, and thoſe that not only deſpiſed his 
& Perſon, Doctrine, and Miracles, but that 
a little before had had their Hands up to 


their Elbows in his Hearts Blood. That 


| be ſhould rather have faid, Go into all 


the Worid, and preach Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins among all Nations, 
B 5 and 


10 Good News. 
and after that, the fame to Jeruſalem: 
Yea, it had been infinite Grace if he had 
faid fo: But what Grace is this? Or 
what Name ſhall we give it, when he 
Commands that this Repentance and Re- 
iniltion. of Sins which is deſigned to be 
preached in all Nations, ſhould firſt be 
offered to Feruſalem the worlt of dinners? 

Nor was this the firſt time that the 
Grace which was in the Heart of Chriff, 
= (hewed it ſelf to the World. Fot 

vhile be was yet alive, even while He 
os t in Jeruſalem, and perceived, even} 
among theſe Jeruſalem Sinners, which! ky 
was the molt vile amongſt them, he ſtill“ 
in his preacking, did ſignifie that he had 

a Deſire that the worſt of theſe worlt, 
ſhould in the firft place come unto bim. 
The which hs {heweth, where be ſaith wü 
che better ſort of them. The Pablicans 
an id Harlits enter into the Kingdcm of Gad 
before you, Mat. 21. 13. ale when ref 
compared Feruſalem with the Sinners off 
the Nation then he Commards that the 3 

Jeruſalem Sinners ſhould have the Goſpel 1 
at preſe at Fonfiged to them. Go ot, faith, 
he. into the w ay of the Gentiles, ont mito 
any of the Cities of the Samaritans enter yell 
1%t: But go rather to the loft Sheep of the | 
Honſe of Hfrael Mat. 10, 5, 6, Chap. a 
27. Butl 
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7 4 7. But go rather to them, for they were 
Or Sn the moſt fearful plight, 

Theſe therefore mult have the Cream of 
de. Abe Goſpel, namely, the firit offer there- 
pf in his Life-time: Yea, when he de- 
g parted out of the World, he left this as 
78 Fart of his laſt Will with his Preachers, 
ho hat they alſo ſhould offer it f to Feru- 
TY. alem. he had a mind, as it ſeems, to 
.  Wpriviledge the worſt of Sinners with the 
He hrt offer of Mercy; and to take from 

7 among them, a People to be the firſt 
ich Fruits unto God, and to the Lamb. The 
Fil 15th of Luke alſo is famous for this, 
nad here the Lord Jeſus takes more Care, as 
oi} appears here by three Parables, for the 
, * Wloſt Sheep, loft Groar, and the prodigal 


8. 
* 


Im. 
. Son, than for the other Sheep, the other 
Pence, or for the Son that ſaid he had 


all [never tranſgreſſed. Yea, he ſhews that 

= there is Joy in Heaven, among the Angels 
. off of God, at the Repenrance of one Sinner, 
thel mote than over Ninety and Nine Juſt 


ww 7.4 


ſp att Perſons, which need no Repentance, 
4 i Luhe 15. 

. A lter this manner therefore the Mind 
42. of Chriit was ſet on the S4lvarion of the 
45, biggeſt Sinners in his Life-time, But 
234 joyn to this, his Clauſe, which he care- 
Bark fully put into the Apoſtles Commiſſion 


o 


ö 


— 
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to preach, when he departed hence to theſf 
Father, and then you ſhall fee that his; 
Heart was vehemently fer upon it; forflhp 
theſe were part of his laſt Words with 
them, Preach the Goſpel to all Nations, but! 4 
ſee that you do begin at Jeruſalem. 

Nor did the Apoſtles overlook thi 4 
Clauſe, when their Lord was gone into gu 
Heaven : They went Fr to them a 
ruſalem, and Preached Chriſt's Goſpel to 
them. They abode alſo there for a Sea-Ma 
ſon, and preached it to no body elſe, for 1 
they had regard to the Commandment of , Jt 
their Lord. 

And ir is to be obſerved, namely, chat! 3 [1 
the firſt Sermon which they preached, Fi 
was to the very worſt of theſe Feruſalen ! 
Sinners; even to thoſe that were the 4 1 
Murderers of Feſus Chriff, Acts 2. 23. 
For theſe are part of the Sermon: 7:6 
took him, and by wicked Hands have Cruci-Þ 4 
fied and [lain bim. Yea, the three next 

ermons was preached to the ſelf: ame] | 
Marderers, to the end they might be ſa- 
ved, As 2. 14, 15, 16. Chap 4. 10, 11 
Chap. 5, Chap. 7. 52. 

But we will return to the ſirſt Sermon 
iat was preached ro thoſe Jeruſalem Sin- 
ners, by which wil) be maniteſt more has | 
gteat Grace, if it be duly 3 

For 


1 
0 
1 
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S fo: the Uileft of Men. 13 
the For after that Peter and the reſt of the 
his HA poſtles, had in their Exhortation per- 

tor, Hw:ded theſe Wrerches to believe that 
vithchtney had killed the Prince of Life. And 
outer they had duly fallen under the guilt 
of their Murder, ſay ing, Men and Bre- 

thi: t hren what ſhall we do? He replies by an 
IntoWuniverſal Tender to them all in general, 
. corſidering them as Chrif's killers, That 
W:# they were ſorry for what they bad done, 
ded- and would be Baptized for the Remiſion of 
for Wtheir Sins in his Name, they ſhould receive 
t of Mthe Gift of the Holy Ghoft, Acts 2. 37, 38. 

Z This he ſaid to them all, tho' he knew 
hat that they were ſuch Sinners: Yea, he ſaid 
ed, it without the leaſt Stick, or Stop or 
lem Pauſe of Spirit, as to whether he had 
the W beſt to ſay ſo, or no. Nay, ſo far of was 
22. ¶ Feter from making an OjeQion againſt 


7e one of them, that by a particular Clauſe 


1ci- in his Exhortation, he endeavours that 
ext not one of them may eſcape the Salva- 
me tion offered. Repent, ſaith he, and be Bap- 
ſa - tized every one of you, 1 ſhut out never a 
11 one of you, For | am commanced by my 
Lord to deal with you; as it were one 
on by one, by the Word of his Salvation. 
in- Bur why ſpeaks be ſo particularly? Ob! 
an © There were Reaſon for it: The pon 
14 wit 


14 Good News * 
wich whom the Apoſtles were now 13 . 
deal, as they were Murderers of ouff . 
Lord, and to be charged in the general 
with bis Blood, ſo they had their Fo 
and Particular Acts of Villiany in db Nie. 
Guilt thereof, now lying upon their Con. 4 
ſciences. And the Guilr of theſe theing > 
Various and Particular Acts of Wicked 
neſs, could not perhaps, be preached to 
a removal thereof, but by this parti cular 
Application, Repent every one cf yen 
be Baptized every one of you in his Namelf 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ycu ſhall 
every one of you, receive the Gift of chef 
Holy Ghoſt. 'Y 
Object. But Twas one of them that plot- 
ted to take away his Life: May I be javeel 
by bim? 
Peter, Every one of y 
Object. Put I was one Sabo that afar 1 
WW itneſs againſt him, Is there Grace for ne? 
Peter. For every one of you. « 
Object. But I was one of them that cried( } 
out, Cracife Cruciſie bim; and that deſired ® 
that Barabas the Murderer might live ra- 
ther than him. What will become of me . 
think you © F 
Peter. I am to preach Repentance and 1 
Remiſſion of Sins to every one of you, iſ 
ſays Peter. 1 


Ie 
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Wo 
By 
4 


w t Object. But I was one of them that did 


oulMt in bis Face when he ſtood before his Ac- 


* 


heraus, Lalſo was one that mocked bim, 
jou en in Anguiſb be hanged bleeding on the 
the; I there room for me © 
on. Peter. For every one of you, ſays Peter. 
heil Object. But I was one of them that in 
Ked. Extremity ſaid give him Gall and Vine- 
1 ro! to drink, why may not I expect the ſame 
Ven 4nguiſh and Guilt is upon me © 
you Eeter. Repent of theſe y our Wicked- 
amel Elles, and here is Remiſſion of Sins for 
nah 0722 of you. ; | | 
the. Object But I Razled on bim, I Reviled 
in, I bated him, I reſoyced to ſee him 
„r- } ky by others : Can there be any hopes 
Wor me 


wed! | 
Peter. There is for every one of you. 
MF NRepert and be Baptized every one of you, 
27 the Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the Re- 
8 * . 1 = ; . 
ml i ion of Sins. And ye ſhall receive the Gift 


8} the Hily Ghoſt. O! what a Bleſſed 
rica one of you, is here! How willing was 
reg Feten and his Lord Jeſus by his Miniltry, 

„2. 0 catch theſe Murderers with the Word 
mi the Goſpel, that they might be made 
Vlonumeuts of the Grace of God! How 
a p willing, 1 ſay, was he, that any of 
7 beſe ſhould eſcape the Hand of Mercy! 
rea, what an amazing Wonder is it, to 
Nb. | think 


G1 Good News | 
think that above all the World, and abo ti 
every body in it, Theſe ſhould have s © 
firit offer of mercy, beginning at Jeruſala 
But was there not ſomething of Mi 
ment in this Clauſe of the CommiſſinnMe: 
Did not Peter think you fee a great deal ill 
it, that he ſhould thus begin with the 1 
Men, and thus offer, ſo particular, thi 
Grace to each particular Man of them | 
Bur, as I told you, This is nor all, thelf 
Fernſalem Sinners muſt have this olich 
again and again? Every one of them, mull 
be offered it over and over, Chriſt woul( 
not take their firſt Rejection for a Deniall 
nor their ſecond Repulſe for a Denill C 
al: But he will have Grace offered once 
and twice, and thrice to theſe Fernſaleni 
Sinners. Is not this amazing Grace, Chril$r 
will not be pur off? Thele are the Sinſſe 
ners that are Sinners indeed. They ard 
Sinners of the biggeſt ſort, Conſequently 7 
ſuch as Chriſt can, if they Convert and 
be ſaved, beſt ſerve his Ends and De. 
ſigns upon, of which more anon. id 
Bur what a pitch of Grace is ic 
Chriſt is minded to amaze the World, 
and to ſhow that he aQeth not like rhe 
Children of Men. This is that which 
he ſaid of old, I will not execute the 
* Fierceneſs of my Wrath, I will not re- 
turn 


& fo: the Aileſt of Men. 17 
abofß turn to deſtroy Ephraim, for I am God 
e th and not Man, Hoſe. 11. 9. This is not 


ale he manner of Men, Men are ſhorter 
Mi inded, Men are ſoon moved to take Ven- 
Honfieance and to right themſelves ina way 
eal / f Wrath and Indignation ; but God is 


the!) of Grace, full of Patience, ready to 
| * orgive, and one that delights 1 in Mercy : 
1 "this, is ſeen in our Text, the biggeſt 
I Sinners muſt firſt be offered Mercy; ; they 
oft] uſt, I ſay, have the Cream of the Goſ- 
muell offered unto them. 
oulch But we will proceed. In the Third 
bia Pbapter we find, that they who eſcaped 
DeniFonverting by the firſt Sermon, are called 
once@pon again to accept of Grace and For- 
aleniveneſs for their Murder committed up- 
brilWa this Son of God. You have killed; 
SinFſea, you have denyed the Holy One and the 
7 ar Wi and deſired a Murderer to be granted 
ntlyWnto you. And killed the Prince of Life, 
Andr, he falls again upon the very Men, 
DeWMhart actually were, as you have it in the 
Thaprers following, his very Betrayers and 
his) MMurderert. Acts 3. 14, 15. as being loth 
1d har they could eſcape the Mercy of 
rhef *ergiveneſs, And Exhorts them again to 
nichhepent, that their Sins may be hlotted out, 
theWVerſe 19, 20. 
e Again in the fourth Chapter, he char- 
urn ges 


18 Good Pews 
ges them afreln with this Murder. Verf 
10. But witkall tel's them, Salvatzen if 
in no other than like a beaver: ly Deco 
He puts himſelf allo among them, wi: 
draw them the better under the Net offi 
the Goſpel, ſaying, There is naue ct 
Name under Heaven given among mon v 
by we muſt 3 Verſe 12. 

In the fifth Chapter you find t hen 
Railing at him, becauſe he contirueWi 
Preaching among them Salvation in ti 
Name of Jeſus; but he tells them, th 
that very Fejus whom they had Iain ang 
hanged on a Tree, him God had raiſed 
up and exalted to be a Prince, and a A i 
viour, to give Repentance to Iſrael, ang 
Forgiv eneſs of Sins, ver. 29, 30, 3 1. Stil 
inſinuating, that tho they bad killed him! 
andto this 'Day rejected him, yet h's Bu 
ſineſs was to beltow upon them Re pe 
tance and Forgiveneſs of Sins. 

*T's true, after they began to kill 4- 
gain, and when nothing but killing woull 
ſerve their turn then they that weigh 
ſcattered abroad, went every where pre 


4 
int 


ching the Word. Vet even ſome of then 
{> hankered after the Converfion of rhqÞ 
Jews, that they preached the Goſpel on 
ly to them. Alſo the Apoſtles ſtill made 
their Abode at Feryſalem, in hopes that 
the 


fo: the Gileſt of Men. 19 
VeaiMWicy might yet let down their Net for a- 
un Mother draughtof theſe Feruſulem Sinners. 


Deco either did Paul and Barnabas, who were 
, Wc Minitets of God to the Gentiles, but 


det M ter the Goſpel in the firſt place, to thoſe 
Ct bet them thit for their Wickedneſs were 
phWaticred like Vagabonds amoag the Na- 

ons: Yea, and when they rendred Re- 
t henfſW<llicn and Blaſphemy for their Service 
irneMWad Love; they Replied, It was Neceſſary 
in tat the 1/ord of God ſhould firft haue been 
„ thi» to them, Ads 18 Chap. 13. 46,47. 
n anW} Nor was this their Preaching Unſuc- 
aileWeſsful among theſe People: But the Lord 
a $1F*/5 ſo wrought with the Word thus 
W-oken, that Thouſands of them came 
, :1\Fiocking to bim for Mercy. Three Thau- 
hi ad of chem cloſed with him at the firſt 
md atterwards Two Thouſand more; 
or now they were in Number about Five 
houfand ; whereas before theſe Sermons 


II Pere preached to theſe Murderers, the 
oulWNumber of rhe Diſciples were wot above 


were Hundred and Twenty, ACts 1. 15. Chop. 
pre. 4.1. Chap. 4. 4. 

then Alſ» among theſe People that thus 
f thaflocked to him for Mercy, there was a 
1 onWreat Company of the Prieſis, Chap. 6. 7. 
nadeNow the Prieſts were they that were the 
thatgreate/t of theſe biggeſt Sinners; they were 
the the 
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the Ring- leaders, they were the Invento i 
and Ring- leaders in the Miſchief. Twißße 
they ſet the People againſt the Lord Feſul | 
and that was the cauſe why the UprouWhc 
increaſed, until Pilate had given Senrance: 
upon him. The chief Priefts and Elder 
- ſays the Text, perſwaded (che people) th 
Muitituds, that they ſhould as Barabba 
and deftroy Jeſus, Mat. 27. 20. And yall 
bebold, the Prieſts, yea, a great Company 
of the Prieſts, became obedient tothe Faith 
Oh! the greatneſs of the Grace of 
Chriſt! That he ſhould be thus in Lond 
with the Souls of the Jeruſalem Sinner: WM: 
That he pod be thus delighted with th 


* 
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6 Salvation of the Jeruſalem Sinners, thaf 
F he ſhould nor only will that his Goſpel 
ſhould be offered them, hut that it ſhould 
be offered unto them fir, and before o. 
ther Sinners were admitted to a hearing 
of it; Begin at Jeruſalem. 1 
Was this Doctrine well believed, hen 
would there be place for a Doubt, or lf 
Fear of the Damnation of the Sul, if thi 
Sinner be Penitent, How bad a Life ſoevalf 
be has lived, how many ſoever in Numb 
are his Sins ? 4 
But this Grace is hid from the Eyes ol 
Men, the Devil hides it from them, foi 
he knows it is allureing? He _—_ ih 
1 


fo2 the Aileſt of Men. 2r 
Is an attracting Virtue in it, For this 
ntorW it, that above all Arguments can draw 
TwiÞe Soul to God. 
Jeſu 1 cannot help it, but muſt let drop 
proiWother Word: The firſt Church, the 
tand ern alem Church; from whence the Goſ- 
Iden gel was to be ſent into all the World, 
>) thWas a Church made up of Jeruſalem Sin- 
 bbaWrs. Theſe great Sinners were here the 
d yeWoit ſhining Monuments of the exceed- 
pan Grace of God, 
ait Thus you ſee I have proved the Doct- 
de one; and that, not only by ſhewing you 
LovW2r this was the practice of the Lord 


mers /, Chriſt in his Life time; but bis laſt 

th when he went up to God; ſaying, 
thai to preach at Feri ſalem. 

oſpeW Yea, it is yet further manifeſted, in 

0uld(MWat when his Miniſters firſt began to 

De rech to others, he joy ned his Power to 


e word, to the converting of Thou- 
nds of his Betrayers and Murderers ; 
Herd al ſo many of the Ring- leading Prieſts 
or a the Faith. 

F thi | ſhall now proceed, and ſhall ſhew 
ſoe ven 
mb 


aring 
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1. The Reaſon of the point. 
2. And then make ſums Application of 


ES ol be whole. 

„ fol The Obſerration you know is this, Je- 

WS it ſus 
has 
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us Chriſt would have Mercy offered in th 
firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners, to the 79 
ruſalem Sinners : Freach Renentance ani 
Nemiſion of Sins in my name, among a 
Nations, beginning at Jeruſ. lem. 3 
The Reaſons of the Point are. 1 
Firſt, Becauſe the biggeſt Sinners hawl ha 
oft Need thereof. He that has moſt ws 
Reaſon ſays, ſhould be helped firſt : 
mean, when a helping Hard is offer 11 
and now it is. For the Goſpel of 6M 
Grace of God is ſent to help the World 
Ads 16. 9, But the biggelt Sinner ha 
moſt Need. Therefore in Reaſon, when 
Mercy is ſent down trom Heaven to Men; 
the worſt of Men ſhould have rhe fil 
Offer of it: Begin at Feruſalem: This is 
the Reaſon which the Lord Chrift himſelf 
renders, why in his Life time he leſt the 
beſt, ard turned him to the worit ; why 


he far fo looſe from the Righteous and 


tuck fo cloſe to the Wicked, The wh 
Nith he, have no need cf the Fbyſician, but . 
the {ich I came not to call the Righteous, it] 
ſinners to repentance, Mark 2. 15, 16, 17. 
Above you read, that the dScrzbes and 
Phariſees ſnid to his Diſciples: How is it, 
that he eateth and drinketh with Publicans A; 
and Sinners? Alas they did not know the 
Reaſon. But the Lord renders them one, 


r 


* * 
1 n 
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4 0 an one, as is both natural and 


e 7:8 Neent; ſaying, Theſe have need moſt need. 
ani heit great Neceſſity requires that J 
s al Povle be moſt friendly and ſhew my 


Grice firſt to them. 
Abt that the other were Sinleſs, and ſo 
baud no need of a Saviour: But the Pub1i- 


need rs, aud their Companions, were the big- 
t: I Sinners, they were, as to View, worſe 
ered. WW 11: the endes and therefore i in Neaſon 
the he helped f/f, becauſe they had moft 


orld. Wed of 7 Saviour, 
ha Men that are at the Point to dye, have 
vhenWore need of the Phyfſiciav, than they 
Men Pat are but now and then troubled with 
fall Heart fainting qualm, The Publicans 
is id Sinrers were, as it were, ig the mouth 
n{ell De:th, Death was ſwallowing of them 
the ehen; 2nd therefore the Lord Jeſus re- 
wihy}Wivcs them firſt, offers them Mercy firſt. 
and be mbole hive no need of the Phyſician, but 
phol:Wbe Sick I come not to call the Righteous 
| but Witt Sinners, to Repentance. The Sick, as 
k ur Haid, is toe biggeſt Sinner, whether he 
„IJ. Jes his Difeates or not. he is ftained 


and om Hed ro Foot, from Heart to Life 
is it, d Converſation : This Man in every 


cansW1n's Judgment, has the molt need of 
the Wi=rcy. There is nothing attends him 
one, Nom Bed to Board, and from Board to 


and | Bed, 
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24 Good News 
Bed again, but the viſible Characters, ai 
obvious Sy mptoms of eternal Damnation 
This therefore is the Man that has need 
molt need, and therefore in Reaſon ſhoul# 
be helped in the firſt place. Thus © wall 
with the people concerned in the Tex 
they were the worſt of Sinners, Feruſalen 
Sinuers, Sinners of the biggeſt fize. A 
therefore ſuch as had the greateſt need 
wherefore they muſt have mercy offereſ 
to them, before it be offered any where il 
the World, Begin at Feruſalem. Offer mer 
cy firſt to a Feruſalem Sinner: This mani 
has molt need, he is fartheſt from God 
neareſt to Hell, and fo one that has mol 
need. This mans Sins are in number the mai 
in cry the Ioudeſt, in weight the heavieſt, an 
conſequently will ink him ſooneſt, where] 
fore he has moſt need of mercy : This mai 
is ſhut up in Satans hand, faſteſt bound inf 
the cords of his {11s ; One that Jnftice ig 
whetting bis Sword to cut off, and there 
fore has moſt need, not only of mercy, bu 
that it ſhould be extended to him in thi 
firlt place. 4 
But a little further, to ſhew you the trad 


nature of this Reaſon, to wit, That 7e 


Chriſt would haue mercy ofjer'd in the fir) 
place to the biggeſt ſinners. | 
Firſt, Mercy ariſeth from Bowels and 
Com- 


fo: the Aileſt of Men. 25 
» mW ompattion, from Pity, and from a feel- 
ior g of the Condition of thoſe in miſery, 
need, is Love and in his Pity, he ſaveth us. 
zou Ind again, The Lord 2s pitiful, very pitiful, 
wal kd of tender Mercy, 1a. 63. 9. Jam. 5.17. 
Tei Now where Firy and Compaſſion is, 
alen Pere is yearning of Bowels, and where 
Ancre is that, there is a Readineſs to help 
d, 1 ny again, the more Deplorable 
Na Dreadful the Condition is, the more 
rectly doth Bowels and Compaſſion turn 
emiclves to ſuch: And offer Help and 
eliverance. All this lows from our firft 
1 ripture Proof, I came to call them that 
ve Need, to cal them firlt, while the 
t look on, and Murmer. 
How ſhall I give the up, Ephraim © Ephraim 
15 a Revolter from God, a Man that 
i given himſelf up to Deviliſm: A 
mpany of Men, the Ten Tribes that 
'orlÞipped Devils, while Judah kept 
ith his "God. But how ſhould Igive thee 
„ Enbraim? How ſhall I deli ver thee, 
in "hl 6 Lael? How ſhall Tmake thee as Admah © How 
al ſet thee as Zeboim (and yet thou arr 
5 on or le than they, nor has Samaria committed 
Jeſu F thy Sims, Ezek. 16. 46, 47, 48, 49, 
Fu. 51. My Heart is turned within me, and 
s and Repent is are kindled together, Hol. 11.8. 
* But where do you find that ever the 
on G Lord 
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Lord did thus rowl in his Bowels fa 
and after diy Self righteous Mon? Nl 
r9, they are the Publicans ard Parlor 


L 


+4 
4 7 


4 
5s 
1 

{ 


Idolaters and FJeruſulem ſinners, for, wht 
125 "Re 5 f af Þ 
is Bowels thus yearn and tumble abo 


f 
I 


within him: For, alas poor Worms, ih 
have me ſt Need of Mercy, q 


— * 


ARC - 
* r 93 4 . 


Had not that gocd Samaritan ml 
Compaſſijon for that Man that fel] amo 
Thieves, (cho' that Fall was occaſion 
hy his going from the place where rh 
worſhiped God, to Jericho, the curl 
City) then we read he had for any oth: 
beſides? His Vine was for him, his Of 
was for him, his Beaſt for him, his PG 
»y, his Care, and his Swadling bands 1 

ht 


Fo: the Aileſgt of Men: 27 


„Nn. for alas, poor Men, 
246 q el., Lule 10. 30, 31, 32, 33, 24, 35: 
wich Z:1ch:ys the Publican, the chief of tHe 
INC 


 W-:b'icais, one thit had made himſelf the 
boſe by wronging of others; the Lord 
„iht At chat time lingleth him out {rom all 

De telt of his Brother Publicans, and 
WW ia the Face of miny Phariſces, pro- 


mel in the Audience of them all, 
an that Day Salvation was come to his 
EZ * Luke 19 1, 2, 3, 4, $6 7.6 
he Woman alſo that had been how- 
* "1 4owa by Satan for Eighteen Years to- 
9 zether, his n putting him upon 
41 | t he looſed her tho' thoie that ſtood by 
2 Alen at him for ſo doing, Luke 13. 11, 
| 2, 12. 

08 :d why the Woman of Sarepta, and 
by Neaman the Syrian, rather then other 
-— 5 and Lepers in [/tael, but becauſe 


W 2ir Conditions were more deplorable 


W mKtor that) they were molt forlorn, and 
4 1T}OT Har! Br trom Help? Luke 4. 25. 27. 
fon But | ſay, why all theſe thus named! 


e thi" by have we not a Catalogue of ſome 
curl holy Men that were fo in their own Eyes, 
oth And in the judgment of the World? Alas 
is if at any time any of them are mention- 
5 Pale, how ſeemingly coldly doth the Re- 
:ds Mc rd of Scripture preſent them to us, Ni- 

hi C'Y codemaus 
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28 Gocd News 
codemus, 2 . Profeſſor, and S7mon th 
Phariſce, with his Fifty Perce, and the 
great 1pnorarce of the Methods of Gra 
we have now and then touched upon. 
Mercy ſeems to be our of its prop 
Channel ak it deals with Self righteol 
Wien : but then it runs with a full Streanlf 
when it extends it felf to the biggeſt Sin 
ners. As God's Mercy is not regulate 
by Man's Goomeſs, nor obtained bill 
Man's Worthineſs, ſo not much fer of 
by ſaving of any ſuch; but more of th i 
anon. 
And here let me ask my Beader a Qui 
ſtion: Suppoſe that, as thou art walkin 
by ſome Pond-fide; thou ſhouldeſt es 
in it, four or five Children all in dans 
of drowning, and one in more Dang 
then all the reſt; Jaye: hich has mY 
Need to be helped out fir? | know tho 
wilt ſaz, he that 18 Sareſt drowning 
Why this is the Caſe The bigger Sinne ; 
the Ares 1 therefore the big 
ger Sinner, the more need of lere 
Lea, of help by Mercy in the firſt Pack 
And to this our Text agrees, when it ſaith 
Beginning at Feruſalem: Let the Feruſalenf 
ſinner, ſays Chriſt, have the firſt Oi 
the fr Invitation, the firſt tender of mi 
Grace and Mercy, for he is the biggelf 
Sing 


for the (ileft of Men. 29 
arr, and ſo has moſt Need thereof, 
1 tha enn, Chit Jeſus would have Mer- 
Gra offered in the fi /t place 10 the bigzetF 


2D. Unners., b<cruſe when they, or any of 


101 th 


prop... receive it, it redounds moſt to the Fame 
htecg This Name. 

rea Crit Jeſus, as you may perceive, has: 
it Sir himſclt under che term of a Phy ſician, 
ularel D Sor for curing of Diicaſes: And 
-d u ſrnow that Applauſe and 2 Fame, is 
et thing that Phyſicians much defire. That 
F ic char helps them to Patiencs, and 
Pat allo that will help their Patzents to 
| Guy mmit themſelves to their Skill for Cure, 
Akinün the more confidence and repoſe of 
6!0MWpirit; and the way for a Doctor or Phy- 
1412 Wcian to get themſelves a Name, is in the 
Dang d place to take in hand, and cure ſome 
Wile 


ich a5 all others have given oft for loſt 


v 10:4 dezd: Phyſicians get neither Name 
ner Fame, by picking of Meads or p'ck- 
inne our Thies, or by lay ing of Plaiſters 
e big che ſcratch of a Pin: Every old Wo- 
lercyW-:n can do this: But if they will have a 
2 lame and a Fame, if they will have it 
ſaith 


ickly, they mult, as I ſaid, do ſome great 
a diſperate Cures: Let them fetch ore 
Otel Life that was dead, let them recover 
ot mne to his Wits that was Mad, let them 
gg@:ke one that was born Blind to ſee, or 

Sin. 1 let 
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e Cures, and he 
it he doth thus 


ive ripe 
have the Name 2 
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„eta then: Wait is the Anſwer 
unf Chriff ? bid him not, for theres 1s u, 

an which do a Miracle i my iN 1 11 
that can lig t-) y {peat evil of me. No ), 
will rather Cauſe his Praile to be hes 
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32 Good News 
and his Name to be mignity'd, and 1 
t Glory on the Head of Chriſt, 
But we will follow a little our Merl 
pPhor, Chriſt as J laid. nas DUT him i 
under the Term of Phyfic ian, Conti 
quentiy he deſireth that his Fame as to th 
Salvation of Sinners may ſpread a bro zd 
hat the World may ſee what he can do * 
And to this end, has not only co mmacd. = 
ed that the biggeit Sinners hond have 
the firſt offer of his Mercy; bat | has, 2 2 
Phyſicians do, put out his Bills, and paß 5 
liſhed his Doings, that things may be 
read and talked of: Yea, he has more-W 
over in theſe his bleſſed Bills; the holy 
Scriptures, | mean, incerted in the very 
Names of Perſons the places of their 
Abode, and the great Cures, that by the“ 
Means of his Salvation be has wronghri 
upon them to this very end, Here is Item, | 
Such 2 one by my Grace and redezming 


C 


Blood, was made a Monument of ever- 


laſting Life; and ſuch a one by my per- « 

fect Obedience, b: <Came an Heir of Glory: | g 

And then he produceth their Names. y 

Iten, ſaved Lot, from the Gvilr and | : 

Damnation that he had procured to him- | f 
14 f by his Huceſf. 
Item, I ſaved David from the Vengeance 
that 


fo: the Aileſt of Men. 33 


pat belonged to him for committing of 
Adultery and Murder 


nd 
Me 


9. 
3 
99 
3 


im Here is alſo Solomon, Manaſſeb, Peter, 


onſil Magdalen, and many others made men- 
to th Hon of in this Book, Yea, here are their 
road amez, their Sins, and their Salvations 
1 cofſcorded together, that you may read 
2706.14 know what a Saviour he is; and do 
hiveWin Honour in the World: For why are 


8, all Pet things thus recorded, but to ſhew 
pub. b Sinners what he can do, to the Praiſe 
y bel d Glory of his Grace. 


10re-M And it is obſervable, as I ſaid before, 
holy : e have but very little of the Salvation 
very little Sinners mentioned in God's Book, 
their Necauſe that would not have anſwered the 
the! Peſign, to wit, to bring Glory and Fame 
hel D the Name of the Son of God. 

tem, What ſhould be the reaſon think you, 
ning hy Chriſt mould ſo eaſily take a denial 
ver. Wi the great on 5, that were the Gran- 
ber- (cur of the World , and ſtruggle ſo hard 
ty : Wor Hedge-creepers and High-way Men, 
=_ as the Parable, Luke 14. ſeems to import 
ind We doh) eur to (hew forth the riches of 
m- = Glory of his Grace, to his Praiſe ? 
This 1 Tay, is one Reaſon to be ſure. 
They that had their Grounds, their 
oke of Oxen, and their Mariage Joys, 
ſere invited to come; but they made 
C 7 Tels 


34 Sdod Mews 
their Fxcuſe, and that ſerve] the turng 
But when he comes rodeln! with the w rtf 
be faith to his Servant, Go ve out T 1 
bring them in hither, Go out qui: ky an 1 \ 
bring in hither the poor, the maid, th 
bait and the blind: And they did ſo, Ard 
he ſaid again, Go ont into the high rw. 
end Hedges, and compel them to come in 
that my H nſ? ma) be filed, Luke 14,18, 1 9 
23. Theſe por, lame maimed, blind 
edge-creepers, and high-way Men, mill 
come in, muff be forced in: Theſe i (ave Ml 
will make his Merits ſhine. RB 

When Chri/t was crucified 2nd hinge 
up between the Earth and Heavens, there 
vere two Thieves crucified with him WM 
ani behold, he lays hold of one ef them 
and will have him away with him to Glo 
ry. Was not this a ſtrange act, and a dil 
play of unthought of Grace? Were ther 
none but Thieves there, or were the c 
of that Compiny out of his reach : coul 


3 


le not think you, have ſtooped from tb 


doubtleſs: Oh, but then he: would not have 
d iſplayed his Grace, nor fo have purſuelf 
his own Deſigns; namely, to get himſelf 
a praiſe, and a Name : Bur how he ba 
done it to purpoſe, For, who that — 
rea , 


turn 
vortt. 
andf 


/ avi 4 


ko: the Gille of Men. 
this Story, 


45 
bur muſt confeſs that the 


n 70 God is full of Grace? Fora proot 
©! the riches thereof, he left behind him 


hen upon the Croſs; he took the Thief 


„ this 1 »1y with him to Glory. Nor cat this one 


Ad =2 of his be buried : It will be ralked of to 
—_ end of the World to his Praiſe, AM 


7 4 0 927 710 foe Th 0 f 


the might of thy terrih 1e Acts, 


26 27. 
8. 1 an td will deci we thy Greatns/ s » They ſball 
linda cd nt ly utter the Memo of thy great 
un Goo dreſs, and [þ:ll 1's of thy Righteouſ- 
i. 1! : The ſb Il freak of the Glory of thy 
6. Kin dum, and talk of thy Power. To make 
gell n to the Sons of Men, bis mighty Ads, 
tete and the glorious Mayefty of bis Kingdom, 
him Ei 145. 6-7; $230, TI, 12. 
hem ben the Word of Ad came among 
GloM te Huff 4r2rs and thoſe S$99th-layers char 
| dill you read of, Acts 19. and bad pievailed 
there wita 1572 of them, to accept of the 
rei Grace of Chriſt; the Holy Ghoſt records 
ould it with a Boait, for that it would redonnd 
tb t his Praiſe. ſaying, 
hol 531 many of them that uſed curious 
> Yall arts, brought their Books together and 
have burned them before all Men ; and count- 
ſued} ed the Price of them, and found ir fifty 
nel Thouſand pieces of Silver; fo mightily 
haſh grew the Word of God and prevailed, 
ſhall 4d, 19, 19, 20. It wrenched out of the 
read Clutches 


36 Good News 
- Clutches of Satay, ſome of thoſe 4 
whom he thought himſelf moſt ſure; {8 
mightily grew the Word of God: it ren # 
mightily, it incroached upon the King 
dom of the Devil! It purſued him an 
Took the prey: It forced him to let gol 
his hold: It brought away caprive, ai 
Priſoners taken by Force of Arms, ſom: 
of the moſt 33 of his Army. Ic fetch 
back from, as it were, the confines off 
Hell, ſome of thoſe that were his truſty 
Slaves, and that with Hel] had been at ani 
Agreement : It made them come and cor 
feſs their Deeds, and burn their Books 
before all Men; ſo mightily grew the 
Word of God, and prevailed. 3 

Thus therefore you ſee why Chriſt will 
have Mercy offered in the firſt place to 
the Hggeſt Sinners. They have moſt need 
thereof; and this is the moſt ready way 
to extol his Name that rideth upon the] 
Heavens, to our Help. 

Thirdly, Chriſt Jeſus would have Mer. 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggeit 
Sinners, becauſe by their Forgiveneſs and 
Salvation, others hearing of it, will be! 
encouraged the more to come to him for} 
Life. 

For the Phylician, by curing of the 
moſt deſperate at the firſt, doth not only 


get 


fo! the Cleft ok Men. 37 
et himſelf a Name, but begets Encour- 
gement in the minds of other diſeaſed 


Je c 
Ee; 1 


gre Wolk, to come to him for Help: Hence 
King ou read of our Lord, that after thro? his 
| andMnder Mercy, he had cured many of 
et galhreat Diſeaſes, his Fame was ſpread a- 


4 


e, a 
ſomel 


road: They brought unto him all ſick Peo- 
le that were taken with divers Diſeaſes and 
erch{M-r1::1:ts ; and thoſe that were poſſeſſed with 
ES off evils, and thoſe which were Lunatick, and 
ruſty N we that had the Faulſy, and be healed 
at aufen; and there followed him great multi- 
con- Nudes of people from Galilee and Decapolis, 
cooks: 1 and ſudea, and from beyond 
the ordan. Mat 4. 24, 25. 
ce here, he firft by working gets him- 
will -if a Fame, a Name, and Renown ; and 
e to 
need 31 from all quarters their diſeaſed to him, be- 
way 5 ing helped by What they had heard, to be- 
| the iieve that their Diſeaſes ſhould be healed, 
= Now, as he did with thoſe outward 
Mer. Cures, to he does in the proffers of his 
gelt] race and Mercy ; he proffers that in the 
and Writ Pace to the biggeſt Sinners, that o- 
| be Withers may take Heart to come to be ſaved. 
1 for Þ | will give yon a Scripture or two, I 
mean, to ſhe you that Chriſt by com- 
the Mmanding that his Mercy ſhould in the 
only firſt place be offered to * biggeſt of Sir- 
get ners 


ow Men take Encoragement, and bring 
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N has 3 deſign thereby to encourazf 

PIcVoie orners to come alſ- nl 

. a 0 [0 bet 

for Mercy. hing 
1 . . ; 3 4 

oo [ith halo who is rich in Merl 
for bis great Love wherewith be loved ul 
even When we were dead in our Sins, ba 
quickned us t Rether with Clift (by Grad 
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Mercy t- 57 7 \.- : p eis 2 \) 0 E 

4 * 2 fas of Joſs ON C n, even Fo ſheuſ 
to the Ages to come, the es ted ing rich 

f his (3 327 15 . mv v 5 5 
97,015 Grace in his Kinineſs to them tho 
To Cbrilt Jeſus; and why to ſhew by thei: 
the exceeding Riches of his Grace to the 
Aßes to come thoro' Chriſt jeſus? But wil 
allure _ and their Children alſo wil 
come to him. and k 3 
G 2, and to partake of the ſame 

race thoro Chriſt ſeſus. 1 

. was Paul, and the Epbeſar 
1 Panl we will ſpeak anon 
Theſe Epheſiau- liners 1599 
dend in Gee lers, They were Meal 

11 SINS, Men 19 Sa 41K d p 5 F 
to the Die: | Ked according 

„hs PItates and Mocions of the Devil, 

; - 1 
Worlhippers of Diana, that effeminarel 


God- 


2 
— . 
* 


W £2: the Alle of Men. 39 
uraggßoddeſs; Men fir of from God, Ali. 
> hin and Stranger to al] good Things, 
WM: as were far off from that as I ſaid, 
Aera nd conſequently in a molt deplorable 
Ee 1 ondition; as the Feruſalem Sinners, &. 
Kondition; As che Feruſalem Siuns s were 
8 t the higheſt Sort a Dong the Jew A ſo 
ma vat Epheſiau ſinners were of the higheſt 
ort among the Epbeftiuans, Gentiles, (Evb, 


np. 1,2: 3. 48 19. 35. 2. 11 
w t Wherefore as by the Je ufalem funers, 


Mi: Qvinz2 them firſt, he hid a delign to 
provoke others to come to bim for Mer- 
Icy; to ch: ſime defizn is here 1zt on foot 
"WM a22'n, in his calling and converting the 
Ep beſiru-ſinners, that in the ges to come 


iche ke might ſhaw the excce lig Riches. of 
tho his Grace! Says he, in h Ardneſs towards 


theſe us t horo' Chriſt Feſus. There is yet one 
o rh! hint behind. 'Tis ſaid that God faved 
theſe for bis Love: That is, as I think for 
rde ſetting forth for the Commendations 
of his Love; for the advance of his Love 
2 in the Hearts and Minds of them that 
# ſhould come after. As who ſhould ſiy, 
God has had Mercy and been Gracious to 
you, that he might ſhew to others for their 
Encouragement, that they have ground 
to come to him to be ſaved. Vhen God 
ſaves one great Sinner, tis to encourage ano- 
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an ixjurious Perſon : But I obtained Mercy : 


40 Good News 
ther great Sinner to come to him for Mer 
He ſaved the Thief, to encourage 
Thieves to come to him for Mercy. Hl 
ſaved Magdalen, to encourage other Mal 
dalens to come to him for Mercy. He 1 
ved Saul, to encourage Sanls to come tog 
him for Mercy ; and this Paul bim elf 
doth ſay, For this cauſe, {ith he, I obtain. 
ed Mercy, that in me firſt Feſus Chrif nic 


to them which ſhould hereafter believs or h 
him to Life everlaſiing, 1 Tim. 1. 16, C 
How plain are the Words? Chriſt in 
ſaving of me, has given to the World 1 
Pattern of his Grace, that they might ſee 8 
and believe, and come and be ſaved: That 7 
they that are to be horn hereafter, might} 
believe on Jeſus Chriſt to Life everlalting, 1 

But what was Paul? why he tells you b 
himſelf, Tam, ſays he, the chief of Sinners ; i 
| was, ſays he, a Blaſphemer, a Perf: cuter, Fl 
1 
1 Tim. 1.14, 15. Ay, that's well for you I 
Paul, but what Advantage have we there- | 
by ? Oh v: cry much ſaith he; For, for this 
cauſe I obtained Mercy that in me Firft, 
Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew ail long ſuffering 
for a pattern to "them which ſhall heli 
on him to Life everlaſting, 


Thus there you ſee this third Reaſon ! : 
7 


kor the Afleſt of Men. 41 


Strength, namely, Thar Jeſus Chriſt 


Mer old hive Mercy offered in the fir/t 
LragelM:c2 ro the biggeſt Sinners, becanſe, by 

ir Forgiveneſs and Salvation, others 
Mag rig of it, will be encouraged the more 
le 11-Y come to bim for Mercy. 


Y C 
ge rf It may well therefore be ſaid to Ged, 
Deu delighteſt in Mercy, and Mercy 
tain Neaſes thee, Mich, J. 18, 
night But who believes that this was 7's 
tern Peßan in ſhewing Mercy of old? - 
That we that come after, migu. xe 
Wouraze to come to him for Mercy; or 
Wat Jeſus Chriſt would have Mercy offer- 


Id à in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sinner, 
t ſceWþ ſtir up others to come to him for Life. 
That ais is not the manner of Men! O God, 
ight Nut David ſaw this betimes, therefore he 
ing. Wakes this one Argument with Cod, That 
you We would blot out his Tranſgreſhons, that 
ers; We would forgive his Adultery, his Mur- 
iter, r and horrible Hypocriſy. Do it, O Lord 
YC}: {With he, do it, And then will I teach Tranſ- 
you @-/ors thy ways, and Sinners ſhall be convert- 
ere · ¶ untothee, Pſal. 15. 7, 8, 9, 10,11, 12, 13. 
this He knew that the Converſion ef Sin- 
rfl, ers would be a work highly pleafing 


God, as being that which he had 
eſigned before he made Mountains or 
ils: Wherefore he comes, and he ſaith, 
15 Fo Save 
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42 Good News 4 
Save me, () Lord: 1 thou Wilt ſare 4 


I wiil 1. I} in with hy deſign, | will be 


to bring what Sinners 10 thee can. Ari 
Lord, an Willing te be made a Prexl 
er my f. fel, for that ] hive been a horril b 
Sinner, u he e ſote if thou wilt for r-11e nl 
great Tr. ens ſhall be a fit 11 
to tel] of by wondrous Grace, to cthersfſ 
Yer, Lord Wan promife, thit if tha; 
wilt have Me cy vpon me, it ſha! ren 
to he Glow of thy Grace, and alfo nf 
the ercrezſe of th Kingdo m, for I vil 
tel it; and 3 Vi.) heir Ont. Ar 
there is not pac 7 0 ſulteth with the hearlf 
ing Si inner, es Mercy, and to be inform 
rhor Gd is will ing ra bfiow it Upon hin 
Ira Py Tra ware rs tf. JF 3 and $M 
ners fal 7 be cannerted nrto th Y 
Nor wil! Chris Jeſn; ons ''s cf . 78 De 1 
n it profering of Merc; De h pl 
te the Ege! Sivners. Lou KNOW Whit 2 
work the Lor 3 tv lavinz b ld cf the 
Woman of S-miriz, made among thi 
People there: They knew thar ſhe was 1 
05 , an Adulterefs, Lea, one 
that after the moff audacions ma —_— liv. 
ed in Unciernneſs with a Man that was £ 
not her mh sban J. Bur when ! he from 
turn uon ber Heart, went into the Cir 
a::d id. to ber Ne -hbours, Come: On 


how 


— „ Oo 


fo: the Auleſt ok Men. 43 
we they came, how they flocked out of 
W- City 16 J-lus Chrilt ! Then they were 
Wt of the City. and came to hin, and ma- 
So the Sumarituns, (Peop e perhaps 28 
as ber ſelf) believed on him, for the 
ig of the Num in, which teltified, ſaying 
5 le told me all that ever I did, (John 4. 29 ) 
MM Thi: word, He told me all that ever 1 
i, „eis a g5cat Argument with them; 


er by that they gathered, Thar tho' he 
Je ber to be vile, yer he did not De- 
Wiz her, nor refuſe to ſhew how willing 
MW: ws to communicate his Grace unto 
Mer: And this ſetched over, firſt her, then 
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44 Good News 
This V Voman, as I ſaid, was a Samaritag / 
ſorzter, a Sinner of the worſt Cor nplexieng 4 
For the Fews abhorred to hive ought 
do with them (verſe 9. )-wherefore no 
more fit thau the to bs made one of til 
Decoys cf Heaven, to bring others of he 
Samaritan W 27 wls under the Net of thi 
Grice ot Chriſt; and ſhe did the wort 
to purpoſe many, and many more N 
Samaritans believed on him, Verſe 40, 40 
42. The Heart of Man, tho' ſet on Sas 0 
when it comes once to a Perſwafion that 
God is willing to have Mercy upon us 
enclines to come to Jeſus Chrilt for Lite 
witneſs theſe turn aways from God, hall 1 
you alſo read of in Feremiah ; for after 1 
they had heard three or four times over, 
that God had Mercy for Back-{liders, they : 
broke out and ſaid, Behold we come unto l 
thee, for thou art the Lird our God. Ot 
as thoſe in Hoſe, For in thee the Father-f 
leſs find Mercy, Jet. 3. 22. Hol. 14. 1, 2, 3. p 
Mercy, and the revelation thereof is 1 
the 1 Antidote againſt Sin. Tis of af 
thawing Nature, will looſe the Heart 1 
that is frozen up in Sin, yea, cwill make] 
the Unwilling to come to Teſus Chritt, 
tor Life. ; 
IW herefore do you think was it that Feſu 


Chriſt told the Adulterous V. man, and that 
before 4 
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foꝛ the Aileſt of Men. 45 
here ſi may Sinners, That he had not 
F- niemned her, but to allure her with them 
k ? ere preſent, to hope t find Favour at his 
"Wi? (4s be alſo faith in another place 
ame not to judge, but to fave the World) 
„iht they not tberce moft rational con- 
e that if F-ſus Chrift had rather ſave 
Wonen damn an Harlit, there was encourage- 
{Wnt for them to come to him for Mercy, 

8 7 h-17d once a Story from a Souldier, wh? 


Li awoltr, they fought like Mad men; but 
tha =” they ſaw one of their Fellows taken, 
after "1d received in Favour, they all CAME tumb- 
over, : z 7 d } 5 rot Tertre)s: And deliver- 
they] | themſelves into their Enemies Hands. 
Anton perſwaded, did Men believe that 
Oer is that Grace and Willingneſs in the 
ther- ert ot Chriſt to ſave Sinners, as the 


Word imports there is, they would come 


4 8 | umbiin? into his Arms: But Satan has 
85 ded their Minds, they cannot ſee this 
rear 0g, Howbeit the Lord Jeſus has, as l 
nake aid, that others may take Heart and 
itt, eme to him, given out a Commandment 


82: Mercy ſhould in the firſt place be 
„ ſtered to the biggeſt Sinners. Begin ſaith 
Jeſus | = 8 . 
e, at Jeru alem. And thus I end the third 
. 
efore NElon. Fouthh, 


4.6 Good Pews 
Fourthh, Jeſus Chrilt would have Me 
cy offered in the , Place to the biggf 
Sinners, Becarſe th it is the way if they 1 
ceive it, m , to wealen the Kirgdon 
Satau, ard to key it loweff in every 4g: 
he World: The biggeſt Sinners they 
Satan's Colonels, ard Captains, the Lei 
ers of his People, ard they that mM 
floutly make head againſt the Son 
God. W herefore let  heſs firſt be co 
quered, and his Kingdom will be wal 
When IBboſheth had loſt his Abner, 
Kingdom was made weak, not did 
fit but tettering then upon his Throne; 
when Sitzn loſeth his ſtrong Men, the 
thit ate mighty to work Iniquity, al 
dextrous to manage others in the Jam 
then is his _Kingdom weak. (2 Sam.; 
Therefore | fay, Chriſt doth offer Mert 
in the firſt place to ſich, the more 
weaken his Kipgdom. Chriſt Jeſus i 
glad to ee Satan fell! ke lightning fie 
Heaven, that is, ſuddenly or headlong 
and it was furely, by calting of him o 
of ſtrong Pol: ons, and by recover 
of ſome notorious Sinners out of | 
Clutches, (Luke 1. 17,18, 29.) 
Sampſon, when he would pull doi 
the Ehiliſian, Temple, took hold of t 


two main Pillars of it, and breaking the! 
don 


for the Aileſt of Don. 47 


> MeMown c:me rhe Houſe. Chrilt came to 
dige tre the works of the Devil, and to 
hs [troy by « con Me. Grace. as well as 


ie eeming Blood. Now Sin ſwarms, 

Id lieth wg 1 ons and whole Armics, 
b che Souls = the big gelt Sinners, as in 
lriſons: Wherefore the way, the molt 
Niet way to Gelirory it, is firit to deal 
ith ſuch Sinners, by the Word of his 
e c&v{pc!, and by the Merits of his Paſ- 
wenn | 
er, For Example, tho” J ſhall 
ho! mely one, Suppoſe a 


give you but 
Family to be 


de; Ney -oulie and one or two of the Fami- 
the to be in chief the Breeders, the way, 
y, of he g Hcxe(ſt way to clear thit Family, or 
fan t leiſt ro welken the fo ſwarming of 
z oſe Vermin, is in the f/f place to ſwee:- 
Mer 1 the Skin, Head, and Cloarhes of chief 


\re2ders : 


ore And then, tho' all the Family 
iS uld be apt to breed them, the Number 
fot them and ſo the greatneſs of that 
alone 


lague there, will be the mote impaired. 

im o V, there are ſome People that are in 
»erinW-:ef the Devils 5'n-breeders in the Towns 
f N Plzces where they live; the Hlace, Town 
r Family where they live myſt needs be bor- 
il; Loufiz, and as it were eaten up with 
'ermin; now let the Lord Feſus in the firſt 
plac? cleanſe theſe great Breeders, and gy” 
2 


i wn 
— 


will be given a Ni to thoſe [warms of i 


be put into a muſe at home, Yea, al 
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that uſe to be committed in ſuch places thr 
ont the Jon, Houſe, or Family where fu 
Sin-breed! ng Perſe 01S nfe to be. 

I ſpeak by Experic nce, I was one « 
thoſe Louſy ones; one of theſe great & 
breeders; | infected all the Youth of th 
Town where I was born with all -manng 
of youthiul Vanities. The Neighbou 
counted me ſo, my prattiſe . m 
ſo: Wherefore Chrif Feſus took me fill 
and taking me firſt, the Contagion w. 
much allayed all the Town over. Whe 
God made me ſigh, they would hearken 

and enquiricgly "ay, hat's the matte 
with John? They alſo gave their vario 
Opinions of me, but 2s | faid, Sin cool: 
ed and failed, as to its full Career; and 
when I went out to ſeek the Bread of Life 
ſome of them would follow, and the ret 


moit the Town, At rf; at times | woul 
go cut to hear at the place where I found 
good: Yea, young and old for a while 
had ſome. Ref Or rmation on them; allo 
ſome of them perceiving that God half 

ercy upon me, came crying to him to! 
Mercy too. 

But what necd I give you an Inſtance 
of poor 1? Iwill come to Manaſſeb thei 

King 
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Ling: So longas he was aringleading Sin- 


fo: the Aileſt ok Men. 49 


er, the great Idolater, and chief for Devi- 
iſm, the whole Land flowed with Wick- 
dneſs : for he made them to fin, and do worſe 
han the Heathen that dwelt round about 
hem, or that was caſt out from before 


hem. But when God converted him, the 


hole Land was reformed : Down went, 
he Groves, the Idols and Alters of Bal, 
nd up went true Religion in much of the 
ower and Futity of it. You'll ſay, The 
ling retormed by Power. I anſwer, doubt- 
fs, and by Example too; for People ob- 
rve their Leaders as the ir Fathers did, ſo 
d they, s Chron. 33. 2 Kings 17. 41. 
This 1herefore is another Reaſon, why 
ſus would bave Mercy offered in the 
it plice to the biggeſt Sinners, becauſe 
at is the beſt way, if they receive it moſt 
d weaken the Kingdom of Satan, and to 
eep it poor and low. 
And do you not think row, that if God 
ould but take hold of the hearts of ſome 
the moſt notorious in your Town, in 
dur Family, or Country, that this thing 
ould be verified before your Faces? 11 
ould, it would, to the Joy of you that 
e godly, to the making of Hell io ſigh, 
the great ſuppreſſing of Sin, the glory 
| Chri/t, and the Joy of the Angels of 
D Goo. 
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feeble minded there, Hence uſually ya 


Churches; or quickly upon it, Churcha 


where the ſight of him cannot be had, | 


God. And Minifters ſhould therefor 
that this work might go on, take Advan 
tages to perſwade with the biggeſt Sir nen 
to come into Chriſt, according to my Text 
and their Commiſfions: Beginning at Þ 
ruſalem. 

Fijthly, Jeſus Chriſt would have Met 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggel 
Sinners. Becauſe ſuch when converted, a 
uſually the beſt belps in the Church again 
Temptations, and fitteft for the Supp: vt of th 


| 
( 


ö 


have ſome ſuch in the firſt Plantation « 


would do but ſorrily if Chrift Jeſus d id nc 
put ſuch Converts among them, they at 
the Monuments and Mirors of Mere 
The very ſight of ſich a Sinner in God 
Houſe, yea, the very thought of. hi 


oft-times greatly for the heip of the Fai 
of the Feeble. 

When the Churches (faith Paul) that v0 
zn Judea, heard this concerning me, that | 
which perſecuted them in time pa ſt, now pr 
ched the Faith which once be deftroyed, Ins 
glorifed God in me, Gal. 1. 20,21, 22,23, 

(Glorified God) How is that Why it 
praiſed him, and took Courage to heli 
the more in the Mercy of God, for that 


1 


fo: the Utleft of Men. 57 

I Mercy on ſuch a great Sinner as 
> They glorified God (in me) They 
ondered that Grace ſhould be fo rich, as 


e fore 
3 Van. 


FN 
TexMo take hold of ſuch a wretch as I was; and 
it For my {ks believed in Chriſt the more. 


There are two things that great Sinners 


VeſW@re 2cGuainted with, when they come to 
iggel livn'ge ro the Saints, that ate a great te- 
4. oMiet to their Faith. 

gain 1. The Conteſts that they uſually have 
of thWvich che Devil ar their parting wich him. 


2. Their Knowledge of his Secrets in 
is Workings. 


on 
urch For the Firſt, the biggeſt Sinners have 
id nelly great conteſt with the Devil at their 


arting; and this is an help to Satan: 
For ordinary Saints find afterwards what 
he vile ones find at firſt ; but when at 
bi be opening of Heatts, the one finds him. 
13d, elf co be as the other, the one is a Comfort 

Ez the other. The leſſer ſort of Sinners 
d but little of this, till after they have 
een ſome time in profeſſion; but the vile 
Nan meets with his at the Beginning. 
Wherefore he, when the other is down, 
IS ready to tell that he has met with the 
{ame before, For I ſay he has had it be- 
fore. Satan is loath to part with a great 
Sinner: What my true Servant (quoth he) 
my old Servant wilt thou forſake m2 now > 
D 2 Ha- 


: 
- 

* 

* 

o 

4 
\ SE? « 
o 


* — CT 
* * —— — oa 2x 4 
. R 


_ oy en nr = 1 
* — * = 
ee Wo * - 
* 


when at firſt I came to Fefus Chriſt. Anl 


1 granted the whole Charge to he true 


muſick and dancing in his Houſe for me 


52 Good News 
Having ſo often fold thy ſelf to me to work 
Wickedneſs, wilt thou forſake me now M5 
Thou horrible Wretch, dolt not know/* 
that thou halt ſinned thy ſelf beyond H 
reach of Grace, ard doſt think to fuß 
Mercy now ? Art not thou a Murder” 
a Thief, a Harlor, a Witch, a Sinner .ofÞ- 
the greateſt ſize, and doſt thou look fu 
Mercy now? Doſt thou think that CH- 
will foul his Fingers with thee ? 

Tis enough to make Angels bluſh, ſail” 
Satan, to ſee ſo vile a one knock at Hes 
vens Gates for Mercy, and wilt thou be f 
abominably bold to do it? Thus Sat 
dealt with me, ſays the great Sinner; 


what did you reply, ſaith the Tempted £ Why, 


ſays the other. And what did you di ſpair 
or bow © No (faith he) I faid, I am Max: 
dalen, T am Zachens, I am the Thief. I an 
the Harlit, I am the Fublican, lam the 
Prodigal, and one of Chriſts Murderer, 
yea, worſe than any of theſe: And ye 
God was ſo far off from rejecting of m 
(as I found afterwards) that there wa 


for Joy that I was come home unto him 
Ob bleſſed be God for grace, (ſays the others 
For then I hope there is favour for me, Yet, 

| a 


„alm for the Aileſt of Men. 53 


ow Ms | told you, ſuch a one is a continua 
non bectacle in the Church, for every one by 

tho behold God's Grace and Wonder! 
fin Second, And as for the fecrers of Sa- 
ern, ſuch as Suggeſtions to queſtion the 
r ofinz of God, the Truth of his Word, 
© d- to be annoyed with diviliſn Blaſphe- 
WT Wa None more acquainted with theſe 
han the biggeſt Sinners at their Convet- 


faulen; wheretore thus alſo they are prepa- 
Head to be helps in the Church, to relieve 


nd comfort the other. 
might alſo here tell you of the Con- 
elts and Battles that ſuch are engaged in, 


be if 
Satan 


Der; 3 | 
V berein they find the Buftetings of Satan, 
Why bove any other of the Saints. At which 


cre ime Satan Aſſaults the Soul with Dark- 
ba 30 Fears, frightful Thoughts of Appa- 
Hag tions; now they ſweat, pant, cry our, 

| and ſtruggle for Life. 
1 the The Angels now came down to behold 
erersM'* figbr, and rejoice to fee a bit of Duſt 
d ye nd Afhes to overcome Principalities and 
f mowers, and Might and Dominions. Bur 
walls | faid, when theſe come a little to be 
r me tied, they are prepared for Help for o- 
bink ners, and are great Comforts unto them. 
ther eir gent Sins give encouragement to the 
yall io aflinl them, and by theſe Temp- 
ions Chriſt takes Advantage to make 
chem 
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ay, in me the exceeding Riches of his Gract 
Jam a pattern ſet f.rth before your Faces, 0 
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them the more helpful to 5 Churches 
The biggeſt Sinner, when he is C onver 
red and come into the Church, Jays tf 
them all, by his very coming in, Feb 
me, all you that are Men and Women. #1 
i w and timerons. Spirit; you whoſe bean 
are narrow, for that ycu never had the ad 
vantage to ln (becanſe your Sus are fer 


the largeneſs of the Grace of God. Be hold! 


} 


whom you may lock and tale Heart, This: 
{ay. the. great Sinrer can ſay, to the exc 
ceeding Comfort of all the reſt. l 
Wherefore as I have hinted before, whe! 
Gd intends to ſtock a place with Saints , 
and to make that Place excellently to flou © 
ih with the riches of his Grace, he uſually * 
begins with the Converſation of ſome of thi 
molt notorions thereabouts, and lays then 


2s an Example to allure others, and .. 


build them up when they ere converted.“ 
'Twas Far! that muſt go the Gertila 


becauſe Paul was the molt outragious 0! | 
all the Apoliles in the time of his Unregs 
eration : Yea, Peter mu be he that af 
his horrible fall, was thought firteſt whe! 
recovered again, to comfort and eng 
en his Brethren. See Luke 22 31, 22. 


Some mulſt be Pillais in Gods Hoolſe; 
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ches if rhey be Pillars of Cedar, they muſt 


nveMt in whit they are Hout and ſturdy 
vs u icks in the Forreit, before they are cut 
2 bole ctr, and planted or placed there. 

of MF © 5 0 when he buiiderh his Houſe, 
bean mis the principal paris thereof, of weak 


and fechle T imber: (For how could ſuch 
bezt up the reſt?) but of great and able 
ood, Chrift Jeſus ail goeth this wa 
to work, he makes of the bigoelt finners, 
Bearers and ſupporters to the Reſt. This 
then may ſerve for another Reaſon, why 
_ Feſus gives Out in Commandwent, 
ut Mercy fhuuld in the firit place be ot- 
Gd to the biggelt ſig ners, Becauſe ſuch 


phen converted, are 1/1 the beſt beip in 


he ad 
fer 
bold | 
race 
es, 0 
This 
& e. 


whe! 
aints 


gout (burch againſt Temptation, and fittefl for 
ſual te ſupport of the ſeebi Ne -minded there, 
of the Sixthly, Another Reafon, why Feſus 


them * #4 would have Mercy offered in the fit 


nd if {ce to the biggelt finners, is, Becauſe they 
ted. hen converted, are apt to | ve him moſt. 
"till his agrees both with feripture and 


* > i fon, SCP Urs ſzvs 10. 1 whom much 


US CI 

— 1 frag? De. he ſam: Þ -- net much ; to whom 
ata {tte is Freien, the ſame love * little, Luke 
when y 47. Ve if 51 oy fo CO > as Ty Would 
YA! be the Unre 110 ja 8 in ie VVorld, 


0 render Harred Ty one, and Contempt 
for Forg vents”; ſo it w "lg be Rid icu- 


hole | 
(2 4 lous 


4 


16 2 2 


56 Good News 
lous to think that reception of a litt 
kindneſs, ſhould lay the ſame oblgation 
upon the Heart to love, as the recegtiond 
a great dezl, I would not diſparzge the 
Love of Chriſt; I know the lea cram ol 
it, when it reaches to Forgiveneſs, is great 
above all the World; but comparatively, 
threre is greater extentions ot the Love d 
Chriſt to one, than to another: He that 
has molt Sin, if forgiven, is partaker of thei, 
greateſt Love, of the greateſt Forgivenels 
I know alſo that there is ſome, that 
from this very DcQrine, fay, Let us d. 
evil that good may come, and that turn the 
Grace of our God into Liciviouſneks 
But! ſpeak not to theſe : Theſe will nei. 
ther be ruled by Grace not Reaſon ; Gract 
would Teach them, if they knew it, to 
deny Ungodly Courſes; and fo would 
Reaſon ro; if it could truly ſenſe the Love 
of God, 1 Tim. 1.12, 14. Rom, 11. 2. | 
Doth it look like what hath any Confe- 
rence with Reaſon or Mercy, for a Man to 
abuſe his Friend? Becauſe Chriſt died for 
Mea, ſhalll therefore Spit in his tace? The 
Bread and Water that was given by Eliſha 
to his Enemies, that came into the Land 
of Vrael to take him, had ſo mech infle- 
ence upon their minds, tho* Heathens, that 
they recurn'd to their homes, without hurt: 
iag 
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ing him: Yea, it kept them from coming 
224in, for a long time into the Coaſts of 
Iſrael, 2 Kings 6. 19, 20, 21, 22, 22. 

But to forbzar to IIluſtrate till anon. 
Oe rexafon why Chrift Feſns ſhews mercy 
to ſianers 7s, that he might obtain their 
Love, that he may remove their baſe affect. 
ions, from baſe objects, ro himſelf: Now 
if he loves to be loved little, he loves to 
be loved much; but there is not any thar 
zre capable of loving much, fave thoſe 
that have much torgiven them; hence 'tis 
ſaid of Paul, that be laboured more than 
them all, to wit, with a labour of love, 
becauſe he had been by Sin more vile a- 
gainſt Chriſt, than they all, 1 Cor. 15. 
He it was that Peiſecuted the Church of 
God, and walted it, Gal. 1. 12. He of 
hem all was the only raving Bedlam a- 
gainſt the Saints: Aud being exceeding 
lad, lays be, againſt them, I Perſecuted 
em even to //ravge. Cities, Acts 26. 11. 

Tais raving Bedlam, that once was fo, 
be that now ſays, I labouwred more than 
hem all; more for Chri”' than them all. 

Fut Paul, what moved thee thus to do? 
be love of Chriſt, fays he. It was not J, 
ut the Grace of God that was with me. 
\s who ſhould ſay ; O Grace! Tas ſuch 
tace to fave me! Twas ſuch + . 
5 Grace 
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Grace for God to look down from Heaven 
upon me, and thit ſecured me from the 
wrath to come, that | am captivated with 
the ſenſe oi the Riches of ir. Hence 1 Aa, 
hence 1 labour; for how can ] otherwiſe 
do, fince God not only ſeparated me from 
my Sins and companions, but ſeparated al 
the powers of my Soul and Bedy to his 
Service? 1 am therefore promted on by this 
WE: exceeding love to labour as | have done; 
pet not I, but the Grace of God with me. 
Y Oh! 11ſhall never forget his love, not 

© the Circumſtarce under which 1 was, 
when his love laid bold upon me, I was 
A going to Damaſcus with Letters from the 
. High Prieſt to make Havoc of God's peo. 
BY ple there, as J had mide Havock of them 
nin other places. Theſe bloody Letters were 
not impoſed upon me. | went to the High 
Prieſt and deſired them of him, Ads, 9. 1, 
2. And yet he ſived me! I was one of the 
Men, of the chief Men, that had a hand 
| in the Blood of his Martyr Stephen, yet 
©} he had mercy on me: When | was at Dz 
© maſcus, I ſtunk ſo horribly like a Blood- 
ſucker, thatl became a Terror to all there. 

about. Yea, Anznias (good Man) mace 
interceſſion to my Lord againſt me, yet 
he would have mercy upon me ? Yea, Joy: 
ned mercy to mzrcy, until he had made 
me 
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me Monument of Gra:e 14 made a 
8 int of me, -2n1 perſtwaded me that my 


Tran (arefh1 Ins were forgiven me. 


Jorg 
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eren 


When | begin to Pence thoſe that 
beird me w „ z 3nd lid. Ts not 
this be that ! D freyed ow that called on this 
Nime in Jeru alem, ond came bither forthat 
int. MT. th 2 hs might br ing t] hem h nnd to the 
Flich rief Hell doth know that | was 2 
Sin ner: The World alſo knows that 1 wis 
2 Sinner; a Sin er of the greateſt ſize; bur 
I obtained mercy. Ac, 9. 21, 22. 

S32!l not this lay an Obligation upon 
m2? Is not love of the oreateft force to 
obligge ? Is it not firong as D:arh? Ciuel 
35 the Grave, and hotter than the Coals of 
Juniper? Hath it not a moſt vehement 
fl:me? 
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and this labour, giveth to Chrift the love 
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flame? Can the Waters quench it? Ca 
the Floods drown it? J am under tte 
force of it, and this is my continual cy 
What ſball I render unto the Lord for all thy 
Benefits which he has beſtowed upon me? i 
Ay ! Fanl, this is ſomething thou ſpe 
keſt like a Man, like a Man affected ar 
carried away with the lcve and Grace of 
God. Now this ſenſe, and this afeQioni 


W75, md - 
—_ a — um $ 1— 


that he looks for. But he might haue 
converted twenty little ſinners, and yer 
not found, fer Grace beſtowed, ſo much 
love in them all. | 
I wonder how ſar a Man might go + 
mong the Converted finrers of the ſmall 
lize, before he could find one thit ſo much 
as looks any thing this way-ward, Where 
is he that is thus under pangs cf love fir 
the Grace beſtowed upon him by Jeu 
Chriſt? Excepting only ſome few; you may 
walk to the Worlds end, and find none: 
But as I faid ; ſome there are, and ſo there 
has been in every Ape of the Church, great 
ſinners, that have had much forgiven them. 
And they love much upon this account. 
Jeſus Chrift therefore knows what he 
doth, when he lays hold on the hearts of 
ſinners of the biggeſt fize. He knows that 


ſuch an ore will love more than many 


that have not ſinned half their fins. | 


Can 


r thei 


cry; 
1 thy 
2 

ſpez. 
J and 
ce of 
tion, 
love 
have 
| Yet 
T.uch 
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nuch 
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| will tell you a ſtory that I have read of 


Martha and Mary; the name of the Bock 
have forgot. | mean of the bock in which 


found the relation; bus the thing was thus, 


Martha, faith my Author was a very 


holy Woman, Which like Lazarus her Bro- 


ther, but Mary was a looſe and wanton 


creature. Martha did ſeldom miſs good 
© Srmons, and Lectures, when the cc uld 


come ac them in Fern alem; but Mary 


would frequent the Hout of Sports, and 
the Company of the Vileſt of Men for luſt. 
And tho' Martha had often deſired that 
ber Siſter would go with her to her her 
| Preachers; yea, had often entreared her 
with Teils, to do it, yet could ſhe never 
| prevail ; for ſtil Mary would make her 
| excuſe, or reject her with diſdain, for her 


Zeal and Preciſeneſs in Religion, | 
After Martha had waited long, tied 
many ways to bring her Siſter to good, 
and all proved ineffeQual : Ar loft, le 
comes upon her thus: Sifer quorh ſhe 1 
pray thee to go with me to the Temple to day, 
to hear one Preach a Sermon. What kind 
of Preacher is he, ſaid ſhe ? Nartha repli- 
ed, It is one Jeſus of Nazareth. he is the 


| Handſomeſs Man that ever you ſaw with 


your Eyes; Oh ! he ſhines in Beauty, and is 
Now 


a moſt excellent Preacher, 
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Now what does Mary do, after a lit 
pauſe, but goes up into her Chamber, 
and with her Pins and her Clouts cecks 
up ker ſelf as fire as her fingers could 
make her: This done away ſhe goes; not 
with her Siſter Martha, but as much un 
obſetved as ſhe could, to the Sermon, ot 
rather to See the Preacher? 

The Hour ard Preicher being come, and 
ſhe hiving obſerved whereabout the Pier 
cter would ſtand, gres and ſets ker felt fo 
in the Temple, that ſhe migbt b-ſure to 
have the full view of this excellent Perfon, 
So he comes in, and ſhe locks, and the 
filt glimps of his Perſon pleaſed her, 
Well Jeſus 2ddreſierh himfelt ro his Ser- 
mon, and ſhe looks earncſt'y on him. 

Now at that time, ih my Author, 
Jeſus Preiched about the loſt Sheep, the 
% Griat, ard the Predigal Child An! 
when he came to ſhew what care the Shep- 
herd took of one loſt Sheep, and how the 
Woman ſwept ro find the piece which wis 
loft, and whar Joy there was at rheir find- 
ing, ſhe began to be taken by th? Ears, and 
forgot what ſhe came about, mufſing what 
the Preacher would make ot. Bur when 
he came to the Application, and ſhewed 
that by the loſt Sheep, was meant a great 
Sinner; by the Shepherds care, was „ 

. | ( 3 
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7304's love for great Sinners; and that by 
be Toy of the N:ighyours, wis (h2wed 
vhat Joy there was among the angels in 
Heaven over one greit Sinner that repent- 
th She began to be taken by the Hart, 
And as he ſpake theſe laſt Words, ſh? 
thought he pircht his Innocent Eves juit 
upon her, and looked as if he ſpake * 
was now Leid. to her. Wherefore her heart 
began to Tremble, being ſhaken with Af— 
ſection and Fear, then ter Eyes run down 
wich Tears apace, where fore ſhe was for- 


7 ced 10 hide her Face with ber Hinder. 
7 chief, and ſo far ſobbing and crying all 
der. the reſt of the Sermon. 

ö detmon being done, up ſhe gets, and 
U away ſhe goes; and withal inquired where 
ag EF that Jeſtis the Preacher dined that Lay ? 
egg And one told her at the Houſe of Simon the 
"0 i Hariſce. So away goes n_ fielt to her 
hep. Chimber and there lttips ſelf of her 
ine BY wanton Attire; then falls ne her Knees 
WII Wl to ask God forgivenel, for her wicked life. 
ind. Wl This done, in a modeſt dreſs ſhe goes to 
and Simon's Houſe, where ſhe finds Jeſus ſet at 
Fig Dinner. So ſhe gets behind hem, and. 
bo weeps, and drops her Tears upon his Feer, 


like Rain, and waſhes them; and wipes 
wy them with Hairs of her Head. She alſo 
ant Lied bis Feet with Her 95 and Anoiuted 
them 


— 


+ 
* 
4 
4 
* 
3. 
1 
8 
' 
5 


64 


Good News 

them with Oynt ment. When Simon the Pha. 
riſee perceived what the Woman did, and being 
Ignorant of what it was to be forgiven much 
(for he never was forgiven more than Fift 
pence.) He began to think wit hin himſelf, that 
he had been miſtaken about Jeſus Chrin, be. 
dauſe he ſuffered ſuch a Sinner as this Woman 
was to touch him. Surely quoth he, this Man 
if be were a Prophet, would not let this We. It 
man come near him, for ſhe is a Town ſong, 
(ſo Ignorant are all Self-Righterus Men / 
the wayof Chriſt with Sinners) But lest Ma. 
ry /hould be diſcouraged with the cluwuiſb car- 
rzage of this Phayiſee, and fo detert her good 
beginnings, and her New ſteps which ſhe 
now had began ro take towards Eternal 
Life, Jeſus began thus with Simon; Simon 
ſaith he, I have ſumewbat to ſay unto t hee, and 
be faith, Maſter ſay on : There was ſaid ſeſus, 
a certain Creditor had two Debtors. the ons 
ewed him Five hundred Fence, and the 0: her 
Fifty : 4nd when they bad nothing to pay, 
he frankly forgave them both, Tell me ther:- 
fore which of them will love him moſt : S- 
mon anſwered and ſaid, I ſuppoſe he to whom 
he forgave moſt. And he ſaid nnto him thou 
baft rightly judged, and he turned to the 
Woman, and unto Simon, dSeeft thou this 
Woman © I entered into thy Honſe, thou ga- 
veſt me no Water for my Feet; but ſhe bath 


" waſhed 


fo: the Aileſt of Men. 6; 


Pha. ed my Feet with tears, and wiped them 
heing vith the hairs of Her H. . Ihen gareſt me 
much Wo L/; Cut this N man ſince — time I came 
Fift U. "th 720 ceaſed to kiſs my F. et. My Feet 
that bt bon didſt not anvant ; but this Woman 

be. With anointed my Feet with Ointment: Where- 
man e 1 /oy unto thee, Her fins which are many 
May Dre forgiven, for ſhe loveth nuch, but to whom 
ittle is forgiven the ſame love: h little. And 
bs ſaid unto her, thy ſins are forgiven, Luke 


. 36, 37. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 
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an iat can correct 1 


e. 'Tis three or 
our and Twenty 
fears fince | ſaw W e 
he Book, yet | Ct 

ave as far . my SLI | 
lemory will admit, * you the Rela - 
lou of the matter. Flowever, Luke 35s 
you ſee, doth here preſent ycu with the 
dubſtince of the whole. 

Alas! Chrift Feſus has but licle Thanks 
or the ſaving of little Sinners. To whom 
ittle it forgiven, the ſame loveth little. He 
gets 
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gets no Water for his Fest, by his farin 
of ſuch ſinners. There are abundance ( 
dry eyed Chrittians in the World, and; 
bundance of dry eyed Duties tog; Du! 
that never were wered with the Tears 
contrition and repenterce, nor Ever {wee 
ned with the great ſinners Box of On 
ment. And the Reaſon is, fuch fians 
have no great fins to be ſaved from; 
if they have, they look upon them in i 
diminiſhing Glaſs of the holy Law of Gd 
Bur I rather believe that rhe Profeflors 
our Days wept a due ſenſe of What ih 
are; for verily, for the generality of then 
both before and ſince Converſion, the 
have been ſinners of a luſty ſize: Butt 
their Eyes be holden, if Convictions u 
not ſhows, it the knowledge of their li 
is but like to the Eye- fight in twilight, th 
Heart cannot be affected with that Grad 
that has laid hold af the Man, and fo Chn 
Feſus ſows much, and has little coming it 
Wherefore nis way is oft-times to fie 
out of the 1075 to Jericho, to Samara, i 
the coumty of ihe Gaddarens, to the Coal 
of Tre and Sidon, and aiſo to Mount Cal 
very, that he may hy hold ef ſuch kite 
of finners as wilt love him to his liking 
Luke 19. 1. 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7. 8, 9, 10. Joll 
3. 3, 4, 5,6, 7,8, 9, 10, Rc, Mark 5. 
| 1 
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3, 4, 5, ©, 7» 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 
6, 17, 18, 19, 20. Matth. 15. 21, 22, 23, 


 ſavin 
ance ( 


ande 4, 25, 20, 27, 20. Luke 23, 33, 34, 35 

Dus, 27, 28, 39, 40, 41, 42, 42. 

ears of it this much for the Sixth Reaſon, why 
" Ive hci Jeſus would have Mercy offer'd in the 
On place to the biggeſt Sinners, to wit, be- 
flang aſe ſuch ſinners when converted, are apt 
m; love him moſt. 

in i The Feruſalem Sinners were they that 
f God ur-ſtrip'd when they were converted in 
10780 ome things, all the Churches of the Gen- 
t the: : They. were of one Heart and one ſoul, 
then either ſaid any of them that ougbt of the 
» WW ings chat they poſſeſſed was their own ; nei- 
Burg her was there any among them that lacked 
Mer as many as were poſſeſſors of Lands or 
ir Mo., ſold them, and brought the Price of 
0 1 2 things that were ſold, and laid them down 

rac 


at the Apoſtles feet, &c. Acts 4. 32, 33, 34, 


Chr: 5. Now ſhow me ſuch another Pattern if 
NB you can. But why did theſe do thus? Oh 
0 lie, ey vere Jernſalem-ſinners, Theſe were 


11. ſk }2 Men that but a little before bad li led the 
.0Wrince of Life, and thoſe to whom be did. that 
not wit hſtænding ſent the fit offer of Grace 
and Mercy. and the ſenſe of this took them 
% betwixt Earth and the Jeaven, and carried 
Jo: bem on in fuch methods as could never be trod- 
3 "en by any fince. They talk of the Church of 

; Rome, 
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Rome, and ſet her in her Primitive Cay 
as a Pattern, and Mother of Churches; wh; 
the Truth is, they were the Teruſalem-hy 
ners, when Converts, that out-d:d all ChurchMoy 
es that ever was. lea 
S>vnthly, Chriſ Feſus would have Mi; 
cy offered in the firſt place to che higgeh 
ſinners, becauſe Grace, when it is received wk | 
fuch. finds matter to kindle upon more frei 
fach, it finds in. other Sinners. Great Sin 
ners are like great Candles, which burn: 
beſt, and ſhines with biggtt light? 1 ly 
not this down, as I did thoſe Reaſons be. 
fore, to ſhew that when great Sinners an 
converted, they will be Encouragement no 
others, tho? that is true; but to ſhew that 
Chrift has a delight to ſee the Grace me 
receive, to ſbine. We love to ſee thing 
that bear a Gloſs, yea we chuſe to buy 
ſuch kind of Matter to work upon, as will 
if wrought up to what we intend, caſt 
that Luſtre that we defire. Candles that 
burn not bright, we like not; Wood that 
is green will rather ſmother and ſpureer, 
and crack and fluunce, then caſt a brave 
light and Pleaſant Heat. Wherefore great 
Folks cire not much, not ſo much for 
ſuch kind of thin2s, as for them that wil 
better anfwer the'r ends. 
Hence Chrift defires the biggeſt Sinners, 
| in 
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him there is Mitter to work by, to wit, 
L creat deal of Sin; for as by the Tallow 
; wha; the Candle, the Fire rakes cccafion to 
n-InWorn the brighter; fo by the Sin of the 
vrcWou!, Grace takes occaſion io ſhine the 
karer. Little Candles ſhine but little, 
Mer there wanteth inatter for the Fire to 
gel om upon; bur in the great Sinner, here 
e more matter for Grace to work by. 
jr2MWich (ſhines, when it worketh towards 
brit, thro* the fides of many and great 
burnsMW'ranfereffors; and fo does Love, for that 
och is forgiven and what matter can be 
S be. und in the Soul for Humility to work by, 
Sau well as by a ſight, that 1 have been and 
nt to n an abominable Sinner? And the ſame 
thaſW to be fgid of Patience, Meekneſs, Gen- 
- Wo Wcneſs and ſelt-tenial, or of any other 
g race. Grace takes Occaſion by the vile- 
buy es of the Man to ſhine the more z even 
s by the ruggedneſs of a very Hrong Di- 
calt Wemper, or Diſeaſe, the vertue of the Me- 
that Wicine is the belt made manifeſt. V here 
that Win abounds, grace much more abounds, Rom. 
er, . 20. A black ſtring makes the Neck look 
e rchiter; great Sins make Grace burn clear. 
cit Wome 1iy when Grace and good Nature 
{or Net together, they do make ſhining Chri- 
will Wtians; but 1 ſay, when Grace and a great 
inner meets, and when Grace ſhall * 
| ue 
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tian; Wit bels all thoſe of whom mentig 


in the Land of Gris, and ſeried Jag 


Heathens and Idolaters, Why fo ? bd 


70 God News 
due that great Sinner to it ſelf, and ſhi 
operate after its Kind in the Sou! of thy 
gteat Sinner, then we have a ſhining Chi 


was de before, 
Abraham was ameng the Idolaters whe 


with his Kindred on the other ſide of ty 
Flood, Tf. 24. 2. Gen. II. 12. but wh 
when c3i.ed, was there in the World, | 
whom Grace ſhone fo bright as in him? 
_ The 7h-#alonzans were Idolatets, befor 
the Word ot God came to them, but whe 
they had received it, they became exany) 
to all that did believe in Macedonia ard 
„ chaia, 1 Theſſ. 7.6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

God the Fat ther, and Teſus Chraft his & 
are for having things ſeen, for haning th 
Word of Lite held forth. They light m 
a Candle that it might be put under a By 
ſhei, cr under a Bed, but on a Candleſtic 
that all that come in may ſee the Light 
Mat 5.15. Marka.12 Luke 816. chap.11.3} 

find I ſay; as I ſaid before, in who 
is it fo like to ſhine, as in the Souls d 
great ſinnets? 

When the Few:/h Phariſees dallied wil 
the Goſpel, Chrift threatned to take i! 
from them, and give it to the barbarol 


the 


fo: the Uileſt of Men. 71 


ey faith he, will bring forth the * 
ereof in their Seaſon. Therefore I f 
wo en, The Rirgdon of God ſhall be 2 pe 
mn you, and given to a Nation bringing 
1h the Fruits TO Mat. 21.41.43. 
| have often matvelled at our Youth, 
nd (1id in my Heart what ſhould be th 
ps n that they ſhould be fo generally at 
his Day deb ucted as they are! For they 
rid, Ire row propbane to Amazment, and 
him? metimes I have thought one thing, and 
befogWomerimes another: That is, why God 
whelW10uld ſuffer it to he ſo. And ar laſt I 
canplW3ve thought of this: How it the God 
a hrhoſe ways are paſt find ing out, ſhould 
uffer it to be ſo now, that he might make 
is Mme of them the more glorious Saints 
ig thiÞereatrer, l know Sin is of the Devil, but 
it cannot work in the World without per- 
a Bm on: And it it happens to be as I have 
eltihhbougbt, it will not be the arſt time that 
LighnWGod the Lord hath caught Satan in his 
. en deſign. For my part, I believe that 
vhonWtie time is at Hand, that we ſhall ſee bet- 
ils ier Saints in the World, than has been ſeen 
in it this many a Day. And this Vileneſs 
ig which does at preſent ſo much ſwallow 
ke up our Youth, is one cauſe of my think- 
arou ins ſo. For out of them, or from among 
Fa them, when God ſets to his Hand, as - 
; 0 


7711 Sood. ewe 
old, you ſhall ſce what penitent ong 
I what trembling ones, and what Admire 
| 0 of Grace will be feuad to proteſs the Gof 
[7 pie, to the Glory of God by Chriſt. 

19 Alas? We are a company of worn out 

} Chrifiians, our Moon is in the Wane, we 
are much more black than white, mon 
dark thin light: Weſhine but a little 
l Grace in the molt of us is decayed : But 
Is 1 fav, when they of theſe debauchel ons 
I” that are to be ſaved, ſhall be brought in; 
Wi when theſe that look more = Devils tha 
Men, hall be converted to Chriſt (and! 
believe ſeveral of them will) then wil 
Chrift be exalted, Grace adored, the Word 
prized, Sion's Paths better trodden, and 
Men in rhe purſuit of their own Salve 
tion, to the Amazement of them that ae 
left behind. 

Juſt before Chriſ came into the Fleſh, 
the World was degenerated as it is now; 
the Generality of the Men in Feruſalen 

were become either high and Famous lot 
Hy pocriſie, or filthy Baſe in their Lives. 
The Devil alſo was broke looſe in a hid- 
eons manner, and had taken poſſeſſion of 
many - Yea, | believe that there was nevet 
a Generation before nor fince, that could 
produce ſo many poſſeſſed with Devils 


Deformed, Lame, Blind, and ine 
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with monſtrous Diſeaſes, as that Genera- 
tion could, But what was the Reaſon 
thereof? Iwein the Reiſon from God? 
Why one, (and we may ſum up more in 
gat Anſwer that Chriſt gave to his Diſci- 


J * * o * 
l es concerning him that was born Blind) 
he is, thac the Works of God might be 
* de manifeſt in them, and that the Son 
Bu 


F God migat be glorified thereby, John 
2, 3 Chap. 11. 4. 
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f theſe Devils and Diſeaſe, as they 
n of eſſeſfed Men then, were to make way 
ever nd work for an appreaching Chrift in Per- 
201d Ma; and for the declaricg of his Power; 
vils, ay my we not think that now, even 
Qed ew allo he is ready to come by his Spirit 
with | E in 


ſome, even ſome of the worſt of Men 


ſave them in that Day as the Flock of hi 


74 Sood Mews 
in the Goſpel, to heal many of the De. 
baucheries of our Age; 1 cannot belies 
that Grace will take them all; for there a 
but few that are ſaved. But it will tak 


and make bleſſed ones of them. But 0. 
how theſe Ring-leaders in Vice, will ther 
ſhine in Vertue! They will be the vey 
Pillars in Churches, they will be as an ki 
fign in the Land: The Lord their God ſl 


People; for they ſhall be as the Stones of 
Crown lift up as an Enſign upon the Land 
Zech.9.16. But who are thefe? Idolarro 
Ephraim, and back- ſliding Judah, Ver, 12 
nom there is ground to fear, that theln 
quity of this Generation will be purſued vi 
heavy Fudgments; but that will not hind 
what we have ſuppoſed that God took hin 
glorious Church out of the bloody Jeruſalem 
yea, out of the chief of the Sinners there, ai 
left the reſt to be taken and ſpoiled, and-j 
Thirty for a Penny, in the Nations where tf 
were Captives, The Goſpel working gloria 
in a place, to the ſeizing upon many of f 
Ring- leading Sinners thereof, prominy 1 


f 


ſecurity to the reſt, but rather threat neth tin 


with the heavieſt and ſmarteſt Judgment; n 
in the Inſtance now given, we have a full 0 


7 


monſtration; but in defending, the Lord Mer 
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Wed bis People; and in ſaving, be will 
we his Inheritance | 

Nor does this ſpeak any great Comfort to a 
Jecayed and back-ſliding ſort of Chriſtiaus; 
" the next time God rides Poſt with his 
el, be will leave ſuch Chriſtians behind 
bim. But 1 jay, Chriſt is reſolv'd to ſet up 
bis Light in the World ; yea, bets delighted 
o ſea his Grace ſhine, and therefore he com- 
mards that his Geſpel ſhould to that end, be 
W/:red in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sin- 
ers; for by great Sins it ſhineth moſt : 
Therefore he ſaith, Begin at Jeruſalem. 
Eigbtiy, and laſtly, Chriſt Jeſus will 
are Mercy to be offer'd in the jirft place to 
he biggeſt Sinners: For that by that means 
he Impenitent that are left behind, will be at 
be Fudgment, the more left without Excuſe. 
God's Word hath two edges, it can cut 
ick-(troke and fore-ſtroke. If it deth thee 
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re, Mo good, it will do the no hurt: Tis the 
nd our of Lite unto Life, to thoſe that will 
ere ti eceive it, but of Death unto Death, to 
lorioi dem that refuſe ir, 2 Cor. 2. 15, 16. Bur 

Fs is not all, the tender of Grace to the 
1/ng esgeſt Sinners in the frſt place, will not 
th tra nly leave the reſt or thoſe that refuſe ir, 
ent; na deplorable Condition; but will alſo 


ful Mop their Mouths, and cut off all Pre- 
ord ence to excuſe at that Day. Tf Thad not 
di | | E 2 con 


_ — 


76 Cood Nev's 
I'll come and ſpoken unto them, ſaith Chi 
they had not had Sin; but nw they haye u 
cloke for their Siu, for their Sin cf rerk 
verirg in Impert.ence;, hn 15. 22, 
But what did he ſpeak ro them ? Wh 
even that which J have told you; to nj 
That he has in fpecial, a deli; .hrt in ſavin 
15 the biggelt Sinners. He ſpake this in t 
13 way of his Doctrire, he ſpake this in ch 


way of his practice, eveneto he pouring off 
| th F his laſt breath before them, Luke 34. MW 
1 Now ſince this is ſo, what can the car 


demned at the Ju!grent ſay for thin 
Jelves, why Semence of Death ſhovld w 
be paſſed upon them ? If, What Excil 
can they make for themſelves, when t 
{hall be asked why they did not in the Dy 
of Salvation come to Ch, iſ to be ſaved 


W * I” 
” 
* — „„ w — ” 
+ K 
4 EP 
 - 


=: bo — a 

S 

. — „ 
ff 


* CO 
Wa.” 
e 


2232300 ͤ RE > 
e 
1 2 — — 
- ww 1 - 


Will they have ground to ſay to the LH 

þ Thou waſt only for ſaving of little Sinn 
FN and there fore becauſe they were great ore 
15 they Curſt not come vnto him? Or th 

6 thou hadit not Compaſſion for the big 

5 Sinners, therefore I died in Deſpair; ui 

. theſe be Excuſes for them as the caſe 1 


ſtandeth with them ? Is there not ee 
i where in God's Book a flat Contradiltid 
4 to rhis, in multitudes of Promiſes, of l 
vitations, Examples, and the like? Ala 


alas, there will then be there NY 
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21s to confute this Plea, ready I fay, to 
ind up and hy, O! deceived World; 
ſegven ſwarms with ſuch as when they were 
the World, were to the full as had as you. 

Now this will kill all Plea or Excuſe, 
hy they ſhoulg not Periſh in their Sins; 
ei, the Text favs, they ſhall fee them 
here; there ſhall be weeping, when you ſhall 
be 4br1h em, aud Tſaac, and Faceb, and all 
he Prophets in the Kivgdom of Heaven, and 
1 you ſelves thruſt out: And they ſhall come 
rom the Eaft aud from the Weſt, and fr'm 
be North ard from the South, and ſhall fit 
vn in the Kingdom of God, Luke 13. 28. 
a ita. Our of which Company it is eaſie ro 
he Dick ſuch, as ſometimes were as bid Peo- 
{;vedW'le 25 any now breathe upon the Face of 
e Lone Earth What think you of the firſt 
z inna an. by whoſe Sins there are Millions 
at oeew in Hell? And ſo I may ſay, what 
Or think vou of ren Thouſird more beſides? 
bigge Bur if the Word will not ſtifle and gag 


tz widen vp (1 ſneak not for Amplification- 
fe node) the view of thoſe that are faved 
t eren. 

dict There comes an Inceſtutus Perſon to the 
of Marr, ard pleads that the bigneſs of his 
> Mos wis a Bar to his receiv ng the Pro- 
lions rie: Bur will nor b's Mouth be ſtopt as 


O thit, when Let ard the Inceituous Co- 
Wo rinthian 


Fol 
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rinthian ſhall be ſer before him, Gen 19 
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There comes a Thief and ſay Tord n 
Lin of Theft Ithought was ſuch as could nd 
be pardoned by thee! But when he ſhall ſe 
the Thief that was ſaved on the Crok 
ſtand by, as cloathed with beauteous Gle 
ry, what further can he be able to objed 
Yea, the Lord will produce ten Thoufan( 
of his Saints at his coming, who ſhall a 
ter this manner execute Judgment vpo 
all, and ſo convince all that are wngod)y a 
mong them, of all their hard Speeches whid 
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ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt him, Jud 


15, 16. And theſe are hard Speeches,“ 
gainſt him, to ſay that he was not able 
willing to fave Men, becauſe of the gie 

| Del 


Fo: the Unleft of Men: 79 
reſs of their Sins, or to ſay that they were 
diſcouraged by his Word from Repentance, 
beczuſe of the heinouſneſs of their Offences. 

Theſe things, I ſay, ſhall then be conſu- 
el ; He comes with Ten thouſand of his 
dunts to confute them, and to ſtop their 
Mouths from making Objections againſt 
their own eternal Damnation. 

Here is Adam the deſtroyer of the world; 
here is Lot, that lay with both his Daughters; 
here is 4brabam, that was ſometimes an Ho- 
later; and Facob, that was a Supplarter 
and Reuben, that lay with his Father's 
Concubine; and Judah, that lay with his 
Daughter-in-law z and Levi and Simeon, 
that wickedly ſlew the Sechemites; and Aaron 
that made an Idol to be worſhip'd, and that 
proclaim'd a Religious Feaſt unto it. Here 
is alſo Rahab the Harlot; and Bathſheba, 
that bare a Baſtard unto David. Here is 
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ſeb, thatj Man of Blood; and others that 
time would fail ro tell you of, as, the Wo- 
min of Canaan's Daughter, of Mary Mag- 
dalen, of Matthew rhe Publican, and of Gideon 
and Sampſon, and many Thouſands more. 


, Judy Alas! alas, I ſay, what will theſe Sin- 
hes, ners do, that have thro* their Unbelief 
able off Eclipied the glorious largeneſs of the Mercy 
gien ef God, and gave way to deſpair of Salva- 
Hel E 4 tion, 


Holomon, that gleat backſlider and Mauaſ- | 'Y 
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80 Cood News 
tion, becauſe of the bigneſs of their Sins: 

For all theſe, tho' now glorious Saints 
in Light, were ſometimes Sinners of rhe 
biggeſt ſize, who had Sins that were of 1 
nororious hue; Yet pow, | ſay, they ar 
in their ſhining and heavenly Robes befure 
the Throne of God and of the Lamb. blef. 
ling for ever and ever, that Son of Go 
for their Salvation, who dyed for them 
upon the Tree; admiring that ever it 
ſhould come into their Hearts, once to 
think of coming to God by Chriſt ; But 
above all, bleſſing God for granting of 
them light to fee thoſe Incouragements in 
his Teſtament; without which, without 
doubt they had been daunted, and ſunk 
Cown under the gnile of Sin and Deſpair, 
as their Fellow Sinners have done, 

But now they alſo are all witneſſes for 
God ard for his Grace, againit an unbe- 
lieving VVorid ; for as 1 ſaid, they ſhall 
come to convince the VVorld of their 
Speeches, their hard and untelieving 
V Vords, that they have ſpoken concerning 
the Mercy of God, and the Meri's of tht 
Paſſion of his ble ſſcd Son, Feſus Chriſi. 

Bur will it not think you, firang:y put 
to Silence all ſuch Thoughts, and V vorcs, 
and Reaſonings of the ungodly before the 
arr of God; doubtleſs it will, yea, * 
WI 
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will fend them away from his e 
ai, with the reste Guilt that poffibly 
dn taften upon tne Coniciences of Men. 

For what will {ting like this, I have 
thro! mine own foobſh, narrow, unwor- 
thy, under-valving Thoughts of the Love 
and Abilite of Chiilt to tave me, brought 
my felt to everialting Ruin? 'Tis true, T 
was 2 horrible Sinner not one in a Hun- 
dred did live fo vile a Lite as l, but this 
(hould not have kept me from clofing with 
Jeſus Gbrift : | {ce now that there are a- 
hundance in Glory that once was as bad 
15 | have been; bur they were ſaved by 
Faith, and | am damned by Unbelief. 

Wierch that 1 am! why did not I give 
Glory to the redeeming Blood of Jeſus? 
Why "id | judge of his Ability to ſave me 
by rhe Line of my allow Reafon, and 
the Voice of a guilty Conſcience ? Why 
berook not I my ſe'f to the holy Word of 
God? Why did not I read and pray, that [ 
might underſtand, ſince now I perceive 
that God faith then, He giveth liberally to 
them that pray, and upbraideth not, Jam. 15. 

'Tis ratiopal to think that by ſuch Ce- 
pitztions as theſe, the unbelieving World 
will be torn in pieces hetore the Judgment 
ot Chriſt : Efpecially thoſe that have lived 
Where they did or night have heard the 
E 5 Goſpel 
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Goſpel of the Grace of God. Oh that fiy. 
ing, It ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom a 
the Judgment than for them, will be better 
underſtood ; ſce Luke 10. 8, 9, 16, 11,12, 

This Reaſon therefore ſtandeth faſt 
namely, That Chriſt, by offering May 
in the ft place to the biggeſt Sinners now, 


will ſtep all Mouths of the Impenitent at th 
Day of Judgment, and cut off all Excuk 


that ſhall be attempted to be made (from 
the thoughts of the greatneſs of their hrs) 
why they came not to him. hn? 

J have often thought of the Day a 
Judgment, and how God will deal with 


ſinners at that Day; and | believe it wil 


be managed with that Sweetneſs, with tha 
Equitableneſs, with that excellent Righ- 


teouſneſs, as ro every Sin, and Circun-i 


fiance, and Aggravation thereof, that men 
that are damn'd, before the Judgment i; 
over, ſhall receive ſuch Conviction of the 
righteous Judgment of God upon them and 
their Deſerts of Hell-fire, that they hall 
in themſelves conclude, that there is all the 
Reaſon in the World that they ſhould he 
ſhut out of Heaven, and go into Hell fre 
Theſe ſhall go away into enerlaſting Fire, Mit 
25. 46. 

Only this will tear, that they have mils6 


of Mercy and Glory, and obtain'd everlall 
ing 


foꝛ the Aileſt of Men. 83 
fax. ing Damnation thro? their Unbelief. But 
mM it will tear but themſelves, but their own 
et Souls; they will grath upon themſelves : 
12. For in that Mercy was offer'd to the chief 
aof chem inthe firlt place, and yet they were 
eig damn'd for rejecting of it; they were dam- 
now MW ned for forſaking what they had a Propri- 
t t ery in, for forſak ing their own Mercy. 
xcuſ And thus much for the Reaſons. I will 
"From conclude with a Word of Application. 
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With : 
"Will : 
1 that $ 
Righ: Al 
cum. I, Would Jeſus Chriſt have 
men Mercy ofter'd in the. firſt 
nt i; place to the biggeſt Sinners, 
f the Then this /hews us how to make 
n and a right Judgment of the heart 
ſhall of Chriſt to Men. Indeed we 


Ute have an advantage to gueſs at the goodneſs 
Id de of his Heart, by many things; 48, by his 
Fre; taking our Nature upon him, his dying for 
Ma. us, his ſend ing his Word and Miniſter tO Us, 
* and all that we might be ſaved : But this, | 
niß e ot beginning to offer Mercy to Jeruſalem, is 
rlal that 
ing : | 
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84 Good News | 
that which heightens all the reſt ; for this 
= doth not only confirm to us, that love 
was the cauſe of his dy irg for us, but it 
ſhews us yet more the depth of that Lore: 
_ He might have dyed for us, and yet have 
extended the benefit of his Death to a few, 
as one might call them of the beſt cordi 
tioned Sinners, to thoſe who (tho? they 
were weak, and ſo could not but Sin) yet 
made not a Trade of ſinning; to thoſe 
that finned not laviſhingly. There are in 
- the World as one may call them, the 
moderate Sint ers; the Sinners that mix 
Righteouſneſs with their Pollutions; the 
Sinners, that tho' thay be Sinners, do what 
on their part lies (ſome that are blind 
would think ſo) that they might be ſaved. 
I fay, it had been Love, gieat Love, it he 
had dyed for none but ſuch, and ſent his 
Love to ſuch : Bur that he ſhould fend out 
conditions of Peace ro the biggeſt of Sinrers, 
yea, that they ſhould be offered ro them 
firſt of all! (for ſo he means when he ſays, 
Begin at Jeruſalem) This is wonder fal, 
this ſhows his Hearr to purpoſe, as allo 
the heart of God his Father who ſent him 
to do thus. 

There is nothing more incident to Men 
that are awake in their Souls. than ro have 
wrong Thoughts of God : Thoughts that 

| are 
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we narrow, and that pinch and Pen up his 


Mercy to ſcanty and beggerly concluſions, 


and ridged legal Conditions, ſuppoſing 
that it is rude and intrenching upon his 
Majeſty to come our ſelves, or to invite 
others, untill we have ſcraped, and we ſh. 
ed, 3nd rubbed oft fo much of our Dirt 
from us, as We think is convenient; to 
make us ſomewhat orderly and hand ſom 
in his fight. Such never knew whar rheſe 
Words meant, Begin at Jeruſalem, Yea, 
ſuch in their Hearts, have compared the 
Father and his Son to niggarly rich Men, 
whoſe Money comes from them like drops 
of Blood, True, fays ſuch, Ged has Mer- 
cy, bur he is loth to part with ir, You 
mult pleaſe him well it you get any from 
him: He is not fo free as many ſuppoſe, 
nor is he ſo wihing t) fave, as ſome pre- 
tended Goſpellars imagine: Bur | ask ſuch 
it the Father and Son be not unſpeakably 
free to ſhew Mercy, why was.this Clauſe 
put into out Commiſſion to preach the Goſ- 
pel £ Yea, why did he ſay. Begin at Feru- 
Jalem? For when Ven thro? the weakneſs 
of their Wits, have attempted to ſhew o- 
ther Reaſons why they ſhould have the 
hilt Proter of Mercy, jet | can prove (by 
many undeniable Reaſons) that they of 
Jeruſalem (to whom the Apoſtles made 
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the ft offer, according as they were com- 


manded) were the biggeſt Sinners that ever 


breath'd upon the Face of God's Earth (is 


the vnpardonahle Sin aſide) upon which 


my Doctrine ſtands like a Rock, That 
Feſus the Son of God would have Mercy 
in the firſt place offered to the biggeſt Sin. 
ners : And it this doth not ſhew the Heart 
of the Father and the Son to be infinrely 
free in beſtowing forgiveneſs of Sins ! con- 
tels my ſelf miſtakes. 

Neither is there ſet this aſide, another 
Argument like it, to ſhew us the Willing. 
neſs of Chriſt to ſave Sinners: For, as was 
ſaid before, all the reſt of the figns of 
Cbriff's Mercifulreſs might bave been li- 


mited to Sinners that are fo, and fo quali- 


Ged ; but when he ſays; Begin at Jeruſalem, 
the Line is ſtretched out to the utmolt, no 
Man can imagine beyond it, and it is 2 


Folly here to pinch and pare to narrow, 


and ſeek to bring it within ſcanty Bounds, 
for he plainly ſaith, Begin ar Feruſalen, 
The biggeſt Sinner is the Feruſalem Sinner. 

'Tis true, he ſaith that Repentance and 
Remi ſion of Sins muff go together, but yet 
Remiſſion is ſent to the chief, rhe Fernſa- 
lem- inner, nor doth Repentance leſſen at 
all the Feruſalem- inner s crimes; it dim. 


niſheth none of his Sins, nor cauſes that 


there 
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there ſhould be half a one the fewer, Ir 
only puts a ſtop to the Feruſalem ſinners 
courſe, and makes him willing to be ſaved 
freely by Grace, and for time to come to be 
govern'd by that bleſſed Word that has 
brought the tzd7ngs of good things to him. 

Befides, no Man ſhews himſelf willing 
to be ſaved that repenteth not of his Deeds, 
for he that goes on ſtil! in his Treſpaſſes, 
| declares that he is reſolv'd io purſue his 
own Damnation further. | 

Learn then to judge of the largeneſs of 
God's Heart, and of the Heart of bis Sen Fe- 
ſus Chriſt. by the Werd , judge not thereof by 
Feeling, nor by the Reports of thy Conſcience ; 
Conſcience is oftentimes here befooled, and 
made to go quite beſides the Nord: *Twas 
judging without the Word that made David 
ſay, | am caſt off from God's Eyes, and ſhall 
periſh one Day by the Hand of Saul, Pſal. 
31,22, 1 0am. 2. 1. 

T':2 Word had told bim another thing, 
namely, that he ſhould be King in bis ſtead, 
Our Text ſays alſo, that Jeſus Chrift bids 
Preachers, in their preaching Repentance and 
Remiſton of ſms, begin firſt at Jeruſalem : 
Thereby declaring moſt truly the infinite large- 
neſs of the merciful Heart of God and his Son, 
to the ſinful Children of Men. | 

Judge thou, I ſay, therefore of tte 

Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs of the Heart of God and his Jon, 
by this Text, and by others of the ſame 
import; fo ſhalt thou not diſhoner the 
Grace of God, nor needlelly tright thy 
ſelf, nor give away thy Faith. nor gratiße 
the Devil, ner loſe the Benefit of his 
Word; | ſpeak now to weak helievers. 
Secondly, Would Feſus Chriſt have Met- 
cy offered in the fir/# place to the viggeſt 
Sinners, to the Fernſalem ſinners That by 
this alſo, you muſt learn to judge of the ſuf- 
ficrency of the Merits of Chriſt ,, nor that the 
Merits of Chriſt can be comprehended, for 
that they are beyond the Conceprions of 
the whole Worid, being called, The 1. 


| ſearchable Riches of Chriſt. But yet they 
may be apptehended ro a conſiderable De- 


gree. Now the way fo to apprehend them, 
is to conſider what offers after his Reſur- 
rect ion, he makes of his Grace to Sinners; 
for to be ſute he will not offer beyond the 
Virtue of his Merits; becauſe as Grace is 
the cauſe of his Merzts, ſo his Metis ate 
the Bias and Bounds, upon and by which 
his Grace ſtands good, and is let out to 
Sinners. Doth he then command that his 
Mercy ſhould be offered in the firſ# place 
to the biggelt Sinners ? Ir declares that 
there is a ſuſficiency in his Blood to fave 


the biggelt Sinnzrs. The Blood of Feſms 
: Chriſt 


| 
f22 the Gileſt of Men. do 
o WM Chri/ cleanſerh from all Sin. And again, 
Me i Be it brown unto you Men and Brethren, that 
the Wb: this Man (this Mans Merits) is preach- 
ty Ned to you the Frrgivereſs of Sins; and by 
ns N bim al that believe are juſtified, from all 
his things from which they could not be guffified 
; by the Law of Moſes, Acts 13. 28. 
ler- Obſerve then thy Rule, to make Judg- 
gelt N ment of the ſufficiency of the bleſſed Me- 


+ © „ 


the WF bis Father by his Blood, he would not have 
for Went to them: Have ſent to them in the firſt 
place the Doctrine of Remiſſion of Sins; 
for Remiſſion of Sins is thro” Faith in his 
ney N Blood: We are juſtified freely by the 
Grace of God, thro' the Redemption that 
mM, is in the Blood of Chriſt. Upon the ſquare 


ur. Nas | may call ic, of the wcrthineſs of the 
ers; Blood of Chriſt, Grace acts and offers 
the Hkorgireneſs of Sin to Men, Epheſ 1. 7. 
ee Wchap. 2 13. 14. Coloſ. 1. 20, 21, 22. 


Hence therefore we muſt gather, That 
the Blood of Chriſt is of infinite Value, for 
TO that he cffereth Mercy to the biggeſt of 
dinners; Nay further, fince he. offereth 
place Mercy in the #-/t place tobe biggelt Sin- 
ners; confidering alſo that this firſt ac of 
{ave his, is that which the V Vorld will take No- 
% ice of and expect it ſhould be continved 
brift | unto 
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unto the end : Alfo it is a diſparagement 
to a Man that ſeeks bis own Glory in what 
he undertakes, to do that fur a ſpurt which 
he cannot continue and hold out in: This 
is our Lords own Argunient, He began to 
build, faith he, but was no: able to fin 
Luke 14. 28, 29, 30. 

Sould thou hear a Man ſay, 1 am n- 
ſolved to be kind to the Poor, and ſhould 
begin giving with handfuls of Guinea's you 
would conclude that either he is wonderful 
rich, or muſt ſtraighten his Hand, or wil 
foon be at the botton of his Riches : Why 
this is the caſe, Chriſt at his Reſurrection 
gave it out that he would be good to the 
World, and firſt ſends to the biggeſt Sin- 
ners, with an intent to have Mercy on 
them. Now the biggeſt Sinner cannot be 
ſaved but by an abundance of Grace; tis 
not a little that will ſave great Sinners, 
Rom, 5. 17. And I ſay again, ſince the 
Lord Jeſus amounts thus high ar the firll, 
and ſends to the Fernſalem-finners, that they 
may come fir{t to partake of his Mercy; 
it follows that either he has unſearchable 
Riches of Grace and worth in himſell 
or elſe he muſt ſtraighten his Hand; or ls 
Grace and Merits will be ſpent before the 
World's at an end. But ler it be believed, 


as ſurely as ſpoken, he is ſtill as full as ee 
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He is not a jot the poorer, of all the For- 
givenels that he has given away to great 
dinpers; alſo he is till as free as at firſt, 
for he never yet called back this Word,. 
Begin at the Feruſalem-ſinners. And as I 
{aid ſince his Grace is extended according 
tothe worth of his Merits : I conclude that 
there is the ſame virtue in his merits to ſave 
now, as there was at the very beginning 

O the Riches of the Grace of Chriſt / 
Oh the Riches of the Blood of Chrift ! 

Thirdly, Would Fefus Chrift have Mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
Sinners, Then here is Encouragement for you 
that think, for wicked Hearts and Lives, 
you have not your fellows in the World ; yet 
to come to him. 

There is a People that therefore fear, leaf 
they ſhould be rejected of Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
caufe of the greatneſs of there Sins; whenas 
you ſee here, ſuch are ſent to by Jeſus Chriſt 
to come to him for Mercy; Begin at Jerufa- 
lem : Never did one thing Anſwer another 
more fitly in this World, than this Text fit- 
eh ſuch kind of Sinners. As Face anſwer- 
eth Face in a Glaſs, ſo this Text anſweretb 
the Neceſſities of ſuch Sinners. M hat can a 
Min ſay more, but that be flands in rank of 
the biggeſt Sinners ? Let him fretch bimſelf 
whither he can, and think of himſelf to the 

utmeſ 
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ut moſt. he can hut conclude himſelf to be ot: 


not only offer to ſuch bis Mercy, but tathen 
WI! Ptzs commanded to be cfjered in the fin ſt place, 
me Begin at Jernſilem. Preach Repentance ad 
"ft -. Remiſſon of ſins among all Nations Beginning 
RE ar Jeruſalem. Is not here Incouragement for ſl 
me thoſe that think, for wicked Hearts and 
Wit Lives, they have not their Fellows in the Wt 
World? 
= Objection. But I have a Heart as bad! 
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fo: the rl ft of Men. 338 
Anſwer, Well this doch but prove thee 
Foy 4 hig ge ſt Signer. 
Wh Object. But my Heart continually frets 
and againſt the Lord. | 
gl Mr Anw. Well, this doth but prove thee 
ners Na bigzeſt Sinner. 
duth ject. But I have been deſparate in ſin- 
then Wl ful courſes. 
ace WM %. Well, ſtand thou with the num- 
ardWb.r of the big en Sinners. | 
ing Object. But my grey head is found in the. 
t for I ay of Vickedneſs 
and WW , w. Well, rhcu' art in the Rank of 
the the biggeſt Sinners. | 
Object. But I lave not only a baſe Heart, 
hard bi: have lived a dibauch'd Life. 

nſw Stund thou alſo among thoſe that 
are ca!'ed the biggeſt Sinners. And whit 
theft? Why the Text /weeps you all, you 
canrot object your ſelves beyond the Text: 
I: has à particular Mc{i2pge to the biggeſt 
Somers | fay it ſweeps you all. 

Object. But Tam a keprobate. 

Anſ. Now rhou talkeſt like a Fool, and 
medleſt with what thou underſtandeſt not: 
No din, but the Sin of final lmpeniteuce, can 
Provea Man a Reprobate. And | am ſure 
thou haſt not arrived as yet unto thar, 
Therefore thou underſtand'ſt not what thou 
liyelt, and makeſt groundleſs Concluſions 


agaialt 
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againſt thy ſclt. Say thou art a Sinner, 
and I will hold with thee. Say thou ang 
great Sinner, and 1 will ſay fo too. Ye, 
ſay thou art one of the bigg: { Sinners, and 
ſpare not, for the Text yet is beyond thee, 
is yet betwixt Hell and thee, Begin at Je. 
ruſalem, has yeta ſmile upon thee: Ang 
7) xthou talkeſt as. if thou waſt a Reprobare 
and that the greatneſs of thy Sins do prove 
äÄL: thee ſo to be, when yet they of Ju 
falem were not only ſuch, whoſe Sins 
dare fay, were ſnch both for bigneſs and 
=} heinouſneſs, as thou art not capable of 
} committing beyond them; unleſs now af- 
ter thou halt received Conviction that the 
5 Lord Feſusisthe only Saviour of the world, 
thou ſhouldſt wickedly and deſpightfully 
4 turn thy ſelf from him, and conclude ye is 

not to be truſted to for Life, and ſo crvci- 
fie him for a Cheat afreſh, This I nut 
confeſs will bring a Man under the Black 
Rod, and ſet him indanger of eternal Dam- 
nation, Heh 6 6. Chap. 10. 29. This is tram. 
pling under Foot the Son of God, ant 
counting his Blood an unholy thing. Thr 
did they of Fernſalem, but they did it ignc- 
rantly in Unbelief, and ſo were yet capi. 
pable of Mercy: But to do this again 
profeſſed Light, and to ſtand to do it 
puts a Man beyond the Text 
Ai 
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1deed, 


foz the Gileſt of Men. 5 
ifs 3. 14. 15, 16, 17. 1 1. 1% 
But I ſay whar is this to him that would 


fun be ſaved by Chriſt? His Sins did as to 


Greatneſs, never yet reach to the Nature 
of the Sins, that the Sinners intended hy 
the Text had made themſelves guilty of: 
He that wonld be ſaved by Chriſt, has an 
hanourable eſteem of him? but they of 
Jeruſalem prefer ted a murderer before him; 
bur as for him they cried,, Away, away 
with him, *tis not fir that he ſhould live. 
Perhaps thou wilt object, That thy ſelf baft 
a Thouſand times preferred a ſtinking Luſt 
before him | anſwer, be it ſo, it is but 
what is common to Men to do, nor doth 
the Lord Feſus make inch a fooliſh Life 
a Barr to thee, to forbid thy coming to 
him, or a Burnd to his Grace, that it 
mizhr be kept from thee; but admits of 
thy Repentance, and offeteth himſelf un- 
to thee freely, as thou ſtandeſt among the 
Jeruſale m: ſinners. 

Take therefore Incouragement, Man, 
Mercy is by the Text held forth to the 
biggeſt Sinners. Yea, put thy ſelf into 


the Number of the firſt by reckoning that 


thou mayeſt be one of the firſt, and mayſt 
not be put off till the biggeſt Sinners are 
ſerved: For the biggeſt Sinners are firlt 
invited; conſequently, if they come they 
arc 


> FE 
=. * 
+ Fo 4 
- 

1 

9 
9 

* 1 
ST 1 
« 

Ld - 4 
4 
A F 4 
| . 
. 
14 BE 
l 4 1 
1 1 
N a 
i 7 {4 
| G . 1 1 
E 
74 

N * 
4 "| 

: 1 

N. 

ks 3s 

57. 

1 

* 

1 

1. 

117 

7 

"8 FU 
\ . 

1 

1 

424) 


= 


* * — 
E * 
= of 
l * Mm — 2 — 2 
rc * nor - al ac BS COTET.c< 8 
12 — 


1 
- 


—U— — 


eee 
— 3 » „„ ˙ͤ ESR” * 
2 ů —KÄ—— B wo he 13 lag 


- 
22 
— 
* 


23 * 
3 


.. 
Y 
* 
o 
= 
: 
+ 
. 
9 
wt 
: 1 
. 
7 * . 
Et 
A * 
* 
1 
or 
1 
4 
- 


— 
* . 4 
7 5 
—— 
- — 


96 Good N Ww _ 
ate like to be the fitſt that ſhall be ſerted: 0 
'Twas ſo with Jergſalem; Jeruſalem. nnen y 
were they that were firlt invited; and thoſefl . 
of them that came fitſt, (and there came} 
three thouſand o them, the firſt Day theyſMWp 
ve'e invited, how many came after warde 
none c n t=i]) they were firſt ſerved. * 

Put in thy Name, M n among the h 
get, left thou art male to wait till they 
are ſerved , you have ſome Men that think 
themſelves very cunning, becauſe they put 
up ther Names in their Prayers among 
them char feign ir, ſ:ying God I thank thee 
J am not ſo bad as the wort; but believe it Me. 
if they be ſaved 25 all, they ſh4ll be ſaved; 
in the laſt place: the firkin their own; 
Eyes ſhall be /erved laſt, and the Lift oof? 
worſt, ſhall be firſt: The Text infinuates g, 
it, Begin at Jeruſalem, and Reafſ.n bicksſÞ, 
ir, for they have molt need. Pehold ebe 
therefore, how God's way are above outs; He 
we are for ſerving the worſt liſt, God 5 
for ſerving the worlt fitſt. The Man at tle 
Pool that to my thinking was longeſt in hi 
Diſeaſe, and moſt Helpleſs as to his Cure, 
was firit healed, yea, he only was healed; 
for we read that Chriff healed him; but 
we read not then that Le healed one more 
there, John 5 1. 2, 3, 4, 5 6, 7, 8, 9. l 


Wherefore if thou wouldſt ſooneſt be 0 
ſerved, 


for the Aileſt of Men. 97 
ed: ſcrved, pur in thy Name among the very 
ner wortt of Sinners, ſay, when thou art upon 
wi thy Knees, Lord ] here is a Feruſalem. inner; 
ime Sinner of the biggelt ſize, one whoſz 
bey Burden is of the greateſt Bulk and heavi- 
ardsMclt Weight, one that cannot ſtand long 
without thy ſupporting Hand, Be not thou 
ar from me, O Lord; O my ſtrength, baſte 
thou to help me. : 

[ {iy, put in thy name with Magdalen, 
with AManaſſth, that thou may'ſt fare as 
the Magdalbn and the Aanaſſeb- ſinners do. 
The Mn in the Goſpel made the deſperate 
ondirion of his Child, an argument with 


by. 
they 
hink 

put 
101, 
t hee, 
Ve it 


ved briff to haſten his cure: Sir come down 
* ath he, ere my Child die, John 4 49. And 
& or 


11ſt regarded his haſte, ſaying, Go thy 
ate pay, thy Son liveth, Ver. 50. Haſte requires 
c, David was for ſpeed ; Deliver me 
A yeMocedily ; hear me ſpeedily, anſwer me 
ls; Wpreedily, Pſal, 31. 2. Pſal. 69. 17. Pſal. 
50 b. 2. Bur why ſpeedily ? lam in the Net, 
UW m in Trouble; my Days conſume like 
in h *ke, K il. 31.4. Pſal 69.17. Pſal. 102.3e 
Cure, pep callerh unto deep; Neceſſity calls for 
aled; fel, great Neceſſity tor preſent help, 

; but Wherefore 1 {ay be rulled by me in that 
mo Matter; feign not thy ſelf another Man. 
thou haſt been a filthy Sinner, but go in 
ſt be Colours to Jeſus Chriſt, and pur thy 
2rued, F ſelf 
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fer bis Cure: Lord, ſays he, Ihm trouble 


ſelf among the moſt vile, and let hin 
alone to put the among the Childr#1, Yer, 3. 
19. Confeſs all that thou knoweſt of thy 
ſelf, 1 know thou wilt find it hard wort 
to do thus; eſpecially if thy Mind be le 
gal; but do it, leaſt thou fray and be defend 
with the little Sinners, until the great one 
have had their Alms, What do you think 
David intended when he ſaid, his wound 
ſtunk and were corrupted, but to haſta 
God to have Mercy upon him, aud not to d 


I am bowed down greatly. I go mourning d 
the Day long, Tam Feeble and fore broke 
by reaſon of the Diſquietment of my Heat 
FL 38. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

David knew what he did by all ths 
he knew that his making the worſt of h 
Caſe, was the way to ſpeedy Help: An 
that a feigning and deſembling rhe ma 
ter with Gcd, was the next way to ad 
mutr, as to his Forgiveneſs. 

I have one thing more to offer for tl 
Encouragement, who deemeſt thy ſelſ of 
of the biggeſt Sinners: And that is, tit 
art as it were called by thy Name, in! 
firſt place to come in for Mercy. Tit 
Man of Fernſalem, hearken to thy Gl 
Men do ſo in Courts of Judicature, 4 


preſently cry out, Here Sir; and then th 
ſhould: 


fo: the Aileſt of Men. 99 
oulder, and croud, and fay, . pray give 
ay, lam called into the Court. Why, 
his is thy Caſe ; thou great, thou Feruſa- 
em-ſ-omer, be of good Cheer, he calleth 
hee, Mark 10. 46, 47, 48, 49. Why ſitteſt 
hou (till; ariſe, why ſtandeſt thou ſtill? 
ome Man, thy Call ſhall give thee 
ſuth-rity to come; Begin at Feruſalem, 
ound thy Call and Authority to come: Where- 
baſin ore up and ſhoulder ir, Man, fay, Stand 
to Y Devil, Chriſt calls me; ffand away 
obe rhelief, Chriſt calls me; Stand away, all 
ring fe my diſcouraging Apprehenſions, for 
brot Savicur calls me to him to receive of 
Heats Mercy. Men will do thus, as I faid, 
Courts below; and why ſhouldſt not 
Ucon approach thus to the Court above? 
of Wie Jernſalem-ſoner is firſt in Thought, firſt 
p: A Commiſ;on, tirſt in the record of Names, 
he mid therefore ſhould give Attendance with 
to 2 rpectation, that he is firſt to receive 
Icy of (x0d, 
for Ms not this an Encouragement to the big- 
(el! 088 Sinners, to make their Application, 
is, WB Cor, for Mercy? Come unto me all ye 
"ne, t labour and are heavy laden, doth alſo 
5 „ drm this thing, that is, that the biggeff 
by gg, and he that has the biggeſt Burden, 
ure, "WF tz who is firſt invited. Chrift pointeth 
hen UW the beads of Thonſands, as he fits on the - 
ſhoul | F 2 Throne 


hi 
r. 3. 
F thy 
Work 
be le. 
fer 
t one 


think 


may come ro Jeſus Chriſt for Mercy, 


Sinners ? Then come thou profane M reich 
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Throne of Grace, directly to ſuch a Man 
aud ſays, bring in hither the maimed, the 
halt, and the blind; let the +. Feruſalem-f. 
rer that ſtands there behind, come to me 
Wherefore ſince Chri/t ſays come, to thee 
ter the Angels mike a Laue, and let all 
Men give place, that the Feryfalem: ſnng 


Fowthly, Would 'Feſus Chriſt have Me: 
cy offered in the firn place to the biggeff 


and let me a little enter an Argument vill 
thee; VVnhy wilt thou not come to Jeſu 
Chriſt, fince thou art a Fernſalem-ſimner! 
How canſt thou find in thy Heart to k 
thy ſelf againſt Grace, againſt ſuch Grad 
as oftereth Marcy to thee, VVhat Spin 
poſſeſſeth thee, and*bolds thee back tr 
a ſincere cloſure with thy Saviour. Behold 
God groaningly complains of thee, ſay ine 


But Iſrael would noue of me. JW hen | call 
none did anſwer, Pſal. 81. 11, Iſa. 66. 4. 
Shall God enter this Complaint again 


thee ? VVhy doft thou put him oft? wh 

doſt thou ſtop thine Ear? Canſt thou «Fr 
fend thy ſelf, when thou art called 101 
Account for thy Neglects of ſo great 
vation? what canſt thou anſiwer ? Or d 
thou think thou ſhalt eſcape the ju 
ment? Feb. 2. 3. 


No more ſuch Chrifts: There will be no 
More ſuch Chriſts, Sinner! Oh put not the 
Day, the Day of Grace, away from thee; 
me. H it be once gone, *rwill never come a- 
thee gain, Sinner. | 
t all Bot whart is it that has got thy Heart, 
mr and that keeps it from thy Saviour? ho 
in the Heavens can be compared unto the 
Mer. Lord? ho among the Sons of the Mighty 
iggeltM ca be likened to the Lord? Pſal. 89. 6. 
Ter Halt thou, thinkeſt thou, found any thing 
t with ſo good as Jeſus Chriſt ? Is there any a- 
 JeluMmong thy Sins, thy Companions, and 
mer WM fooliſh Delights, that like Chrif, can help 
thie in the Day of thy Diſtreſs? Behold, 
the greatneſs of thy Sins cannot hinder ; 
let not the Stubbornneſs of thy Heart hin- 
der thee, Sinner. 
Objection. I am aſhamed, 
Anſwer. Oh don't be aſhamed to be 
ſaved, Sinner. 
Object, But my old Companions will 
mock me, 
Anſ. Oh! don't be mocked out of eter- 
ml Life, Sinner. 

Thy Stubbornneſs affects, afflicts the 
Heart of thy Saviour, Careſt thou not for 
bis? Ot old, He bebed the City, and wept 
(ver it, Canſt thou hear this and not be 
concerned? Lnke 19. 41, 42. Shall Chriſt 
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rally Happy without thee, be more afflig. 
ed at the thought of the loſs of thy Soul 
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weep to ſee thy Soul going on to Deſtrudt. 
ion and wilt thou ſport thy ſelf in Thy 
way ; Yea, ſhall Chriſt, that can be eter. 


than thy ſelf, who art certainly eternally, 
miſerable if thou neglecteſt to come to him 
Theſe things that keep thee and thy $4. 
viour on thy part aſunder, are but bubbles 
the leaſt prick of an àAffliction will let out 
as to thee, what now thou thinkelt i; 
worth the venture of Heaven to enjoy. 
Haſt thou not Reaſon © Canſt thou not 
ſo much as once ſoberly think of thy dying 
Hour? or of whither thy finful Life will 
drive thee then? Halt thou no Conſcience 
or having one, is it rocked fo falt aſleep 
by Sin, or made ſo weary with an unſuc- 
ceſsful calling upon thee, that it is laid 
down, and cares for thee no more ? Por; 
Man, thy State is to be lamented. Haſt no 
Judgement? Art not able to conclude, that 
to be ſaved, is better than to burn in Hell; 
and that eternal Life with God's Favour, 
is better then a temporal Lite in Gods 
Diſpleaſute? Haſt no Affection but whit 
is bruitiſh ? What, none at all? Not 
fection for the God that made thee ? What 
none for his loving Son, that has ſhewel 


his Love, and died for thee ? ls not Het 
| ven 
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ren worth thy affection? O poor Man! 


which is ſtrongéſt thinkeft thou, God or 


bee? If thou arr not able to overcome him, 


tou art a Fool for ſtanding out againſt 
him. Mat. 5. 25, 26. It is a fearful thing 
i) fx into the Hands of the living God. He 
wil grige hard, his Filt is ii ronger than 2 
Lions Paw, take heed of him, he will 
be anzry it you defpiic his Son; and will 
vont ind gailty in four Trefpalics, when 
te ofzrerh you his Care and Favour ? 
Exd, 34. 6, 7. Heb. ic. 29, 0, 30. 

Moy we come to the Text, Beginnfug 
at Jeruſalem, This Text, thy it be u one 
of che brightelt Stats rhar hineth in the 
Bible. becauſe there is in it, as full it not 
the filet offer of Grace that can be imz- 
gined, to the Sons of Men; yer to them 
that ſhall Periſh from under this Word, 
even this Text will be to ſuch, one of the 
hattet Coals in Hell. 

This Text therefore will ſave thes, or 
fuß thee; thete is no ſhitting of it: If ir 
laves thee; it will fer thee high; if ir 
links thee, will fer the low. 

Bur J tay, why fo unconcern'd 2 Haſt no 
Soul? Or doſt think thou maylt looſe thy 
Seul, and fave thy ſelf? ls it not pity, had 
It otherwiſe been the Will of God, that 
erer thou walt made a Man, for that thou 

F 4 ſetteſt 


22 


** 
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ſetteſt ſo little by thy Soul? 

Sinner, Take the Invitation; thou att 
called upon to come to ( brift : Nor art 
thou called upon, but by order from the 
Son of God, tho thou ſhould? i happen i9 
be one of the biggeſt Sinners: For he has 
bid us offer Mercy, as to all the World 
in general, fo in the firſt place, to the ſunen 
of Jeruſalem; or to the biggeſt Sinners. 

Tifthh, W.uld Jeſus Chriti have Mer- 

y offered in the t place to the biggel 

Sinners ? Then this juws how unreaſonabl: 

a thing it is, for Mew to ae. y of Mert). 

Fer thofe tha: preſume, I ſhall 5 ſome- 
thing to them afterwirds. 

| row ſpeck to them that Deſpair. 

There are four for's of {2ctpiir, there 
is the Deſpair of Devils; There is the 
Deſpair of Sovls in Hell. There is the 
Deſpair that is grounded upon Mens De- 
ficiency : And there is the Deipair that 
they are Pelplexecd with chat are williog 
to be faved, but are to ſtconsly born down 
with the Burthen of their Sins. 

The Deipair of Devils, the Damned's 
Deſpair, and thit Deſpair that a Man has 
of attaining of Life, becauſe of bis own 
Deficiency, are all rezfonable. Why 
fhould not Devils and damned Souls De 
ſpair? Yea, why ſhould not Man Deſpait 
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of getting to Heaven by his own Abilities 4 
| therefore am cor cerned only with the 
Fourth fort of Diſpair, to wit, with the 
Diſpair of thofe t hat would be ſaved, but art 
60 frongly born down with the Burden of 
their 0715, | 

1 fav therefore to thee that art thus, And 
phy Diſpair? Thy Diſpair if it was rea- 
ſonable, ſhould flow from thee, becauſe 
found in the Land that ts beyond the 

rave, or becauſe thou certainly knoweſt 
hat Chriſt will not or cannot Live thee, 

But for the firſt, thou art yet in the Land 
pf the living; and for the ſecond, thou haſt 
round to believe the quite contrary; Chriſt 
s able to ſave to the uttermiſt, them that 
"m2 to God by bim; and if be were gt wil- 
ing, wenld not have commanded that Mercy 
the firit place ſhonid be ofjzred to the big- 
elt Sinners, Beſides be bath ſaid, And let 
im that is athri:t come, and whoſoever 
ill let him take the Water of Life free- 
Y ; that 2s, with all my heart. What ground 
is here for Diſpair® Tf thou ſayeſt, The 
WMber and Burden of my Sins, 1 anſres 
ay, that is rather a ground for Faith ; he- 
wſe ſuch an one above all others, 1s invited 
Cbriſi to come unto him, yea, promiſed Reſt 
nd Forgiueneſs if they come, Mat. 11. 28. 
bat ground to Diſpair? Verily none at all 


F 3 Thy 
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Thy Deſpair, then is a thing un;eaſonable 
and without footing in the Word | 

But I have no experience of God's love; Gy 
has given me no Comfort, or ground of hee 
tho* I have waited u hon him for it many a day 

Thou haft experience of God's Lowe 
for that he has opened thine Eyes to ſee 
thy Sins; and for that he has given thee 
Deſires to be ſaved by jeſus Chriſt. Fa 
by thy ſenſe of Sin thou arr made to ſe 
thy Poverty of Spirit, and that has lait 
thee under a ſure Ground to hope thi 
Heaven {hall be thine hereafter, 

Alfo they Defires to be ſived by Chill, 
has put thee under another Promite, ft 
there is two to hold thee up in hope; tho 
thy peſent burden be never ſo heavy, Mt 
5. 3, 6. As for what thou ſayelt as to God! 
Silence ro thee, perhaps he has ſpoken t! 
thee once or twice already, but thou ha 
not perceived it, Fob 33. 14, 15. | 

However thon Hhaſt C hriſt ji d, ſet fin 
before thine Eyes in the Bible, and an Invite 
tion to come imto him, tho thou be a Jerul 
lem- ſinner, tho thou be a biggeſ# dint 
and fo no ground to deſpair. What if G 
will be ſilent to thee, is that ground of V 
ſpair 2 Not at all, ſo long as there is an 
miſe in the Bible, that God will in ub N 
caſt away the coming Sinner, and ſo lo 
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Invite 


he invites the Jeruſalem- -ſinner, to come unto 
him, John 6. 

Build not therefore Defnair upon theſe 
things, they are pot a ſufficient Founda- 
ion for it, ſuch Plenty of Prom iſes being 
in the Bible; and ſuch a Diſcovery of his 
Mercy to grent Sinners of old; eſpecially 
fince we have withal a clauſe in the Com- 
miſſion given to Miniſters to preach, that 
they ſhould begin with the Fern alem. ſiu- 
ners in their offering Mercy to the World. 

Beſides God ſays, They that wait upon 


th: Lord ſhall renew their Strength, they 


Vall mount up with Wings like Kagles ; bur 


perhaps it may be long "rſt, I waited long 
iith David, and did ſeek the Lord; and at 
length his cry was heard: Wherefore he 
bil his Soul wait on God, and ſays, for 
it is good fo to do, before thy Saints F/al, 
40. 1. Pſal. 62. 5. Fal 51 

And what if thou wai:eit * God all 


thy Days? It is below the: ; And whar 


it God will croſs his Book and blot out 


the han? writing that is againſt rh=e, and 
nat le: thee know it as yet? Is it fit to fa 

unto God, Thou art hard hearted, > De- 
pair not: Thou haſt no ground to Deſpair 
to long as thou livelt in this World. 
a Sin to begin.to Deſpair, before one ſets 
his Foot over the Threſhold of Hell-gates. 
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For 


fo! the Aüleſt of Men. 107 


Bread, in a land that is full of Corn! De- 


Mercy Deſpair of Mercy, when God 
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For them that are there, let them Deſpair 
and ſpare not; but as for thee, thou halt 
no ground to do it. What! Deſpair of 


ſpair of Mercy, when our God is full of 


goes about by his Minilters, beſeeching 
of Sinners to be reconciled unto him 2 Cor. 
5, 18, 19, 20. | 

Thou ſcrupulous For}, where canſt tho 
fud that God was ever falſe to his Promiſe 
or that he ever deceived the Soul that ven- 
tured it upon himꝰ He often calls upcn Sin- 
ners to truſt him, tho they walk in Darkneſs 
and have uo light, Iſa. 50, 10, 

They have his Promiſe and Oath fot 
their Salvation, that flec for refuge to the 
hope ſet before them, Heb. 6. 17, 18. 

Deſpair ! Vhen we have a God of Merc, 
and a redeeming Chris Alive! For Shams 
forbear: Let them Deſhair that dwell who 
there is no. God, and that are confined td 
thoſe Chambers of Death, which can be net 
ched by no Redemption, 

A living Man deſpait! When he is chi 
for Murmuring and Complaining ? Lam. 3, 
30. Oh! fo long as we are where Promi 
ſes ſwarm, where Mercy is proclaimed, 
where Grace reigus, and where Jeruſal'n. 
ſinners are privileged with the firlt 5 
| ol 


TR on” r 
r 1 1 r 1 
_ Z - 


fo! the Gileſt of Men. 


Deſpair under values the Promiſes, under- 


values the Inviration, under values the pr: fer 
of Grace, Deſpair undervaiues the Ability 


of God the Father, and the redeeming Blood 


of Chritt hzs Son, Oh unreaſonable Deſpair ! 


Deſpair makes Man Gods judge; tis a 
Controller of the Promiſe, a Contrad icter 
of Chriſt in his large ofter of Mercy; and 
one that undertakes to make Uubelzef the 
gteit manager of our Reaſon and Judg- 
ment, in determining about what God cin 
and will do for ſinners. 

Deſpair ! It is the Devil's fellow, the De- 
vil's Maſter, yea, the Chain with which he 
i captrvated aud held under darkneſs for ever. 
And to give way thereto in a Land, in a State 
and Time thot flows with Milk and Honey, 
is an uncomely thing. 

{ would fiy to my Soul; O my Soul 
this is not the place of Deſpair, this is not 
the time to Deſpair in; as long as mine 
Eyes can find a Promiſe in the Bible, as 
long as there is the leaſt mention of Grace, 
as long as there is a Moment left me of 
Breath or Life-in this World, fo long will 
| wait or look for Mercy; fo long will 1 
light againſt Unbelief and Deſpair. 

This is the way to honuor God and 
Chriſt, this is the way to ſet the Crown on 


the 
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the Promiſe, this is the way to welcome 
the invitation and inviter, and this is the 
way to thruſt thy felf under the ſhelter and 
protection of the word of Grace. Never 
deſpair ſo long as out Text is alive, for that 
doth find it our, That Mercy by Chriſt is 
offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sinner, 

De pair is an unprofitable thing, *rwill 
make a Man weary of waiting upon God, 
2 Kings 6, 23. Twill make a Man forſake 
God, and ſeek his Heaven in the god things 
of this IVorld, Gen. 4. 14, 15. 16, 1). 
*Twill make a Man his own Tormenter, 
and flounce and fling like a wild Bull in a 
net, 111. 51. 20. 

Deſpair, It drives a Man to the {indy of 
his own Kkutn, and brings bim at laſt to 
be his own Executioner, 2 Sam. 17. 22, 
Mat. 2], 3, 4, 5. 

Beſides 1 am perſwaded aifo, that De- 
ſpair is the cauſe there are ſo many that 
would fain be Atheſts in the World: For 
becauſe they have entertained a Corcett, 
that God will never be merciful to them; 
therefore they labour to perſuade them- 
ſelves that there is no God ar all, as ii 
their Mis-beliet would kill God, or cauſ 
him to ceaſe to be; a poor Shift for an 
Immortal Soul, for a Soul who liketh not 
to 1Etain God in its Knowledge! If _ 
the 
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the bait that Deſpair can do, let it go Man; 
and herake thy ſeff to Faith, to Prayer, to 
wait for God, and to hope in Deſpight 
of ten Thouſind doubts; and for thy En- 
ccutagement, take yet (as an addition to 
4 n 5 already been faid ) theſe follow- 

3 Scriprures: The Lord takes pleaſure in 
Zu that fear him, in them that hope in his 
AMIeYC\ „Dia . 147. II. 

Wente n: de, They fear not God, that 
pope not in his Mercy. Alſo, God is an- 
ery with them that hope not in his Mercy; 
fr he only teketh pleaſure in them that 
hope. He that believeth or hath received 
his Tellimony, bath ſet to his Seal that God 
i true, John 2. 32. But he that receiveth 
it not, hath made him a liar, and that is 
a very unworthy thing, 1 Joh. . 100 
Let the Wicked forfake bis ways, an d the Un- 
righteous Man his Thoughts ; and let him re- 
turn to the Lord, and he will have Mercy on 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
multiply pardons. Ifa. 55. 7. Perhaps thou 
art weary of thy ways, but art not weary 
of thy thoughts, of thy unbelievins and 
deſparing thoughts; now God alſo would 
have thee caſt away theſe thoughts, as ſuch 
which he deſerveth not at thy Hand, for 
be will have Mercy upon thee, and be mill 
abundantly pardon, 0 
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O Fouls and ſl;w of Heart, to believe all that 
the Prophets have ſpoken, Luke 24. 25+ 
Mark you here, ſlowneſs to believe is a piece 
of Fooly. Ay! Bur Ryeſt thou, I do be- 
lieve ſome, and J believe what can mike 
againſt me. Ay, but Sinner, Chriſt Jeſus 
here calls thee Fool for not believing all, 
Believe 40, and diſpair if thou Canſt. He 
that believes Al, believes that Text that 
faith, Chriſt would have Mercy preacaed 
firſt to the Feryſalem-ſinners- He that be- 
lieveth All, believeth all the Promiſes and 
Conſolations of the Word; and the Pro- 
miſes and Conſolations of the Word, 
weigh heavier than do all the Curſes and 
Threatnings of the Law. And Mercy re. 


| pogeeth againſf Fndgment. Wherefore be- 


$1 5 
9 


lieve 411, and Mercy will (co thy Con- 
ſcience) weigh Judgment down, and o 

niniter Comfort to thy Soul. Tho Lord 
take the Yoke from off thy jaws, fince he 
has fer Meat before thee, H/ T 4. And 


help thee, to remember that he is pleaſed 


in the firit place to offer Mercy to the 
biggeſt Sinners. 
Sixthly, Since Jeſus Chriſt would have 


* Mercy offered in the fir{l place to the big: 


geſt Sinners, Let Souls fre that they lay vaght 


'F Fold thereef ; lealt th cy n0 withltanding, 


indeed 
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Indeed come ſhott thereof: Faith only 
knows how to deal with Mercy, whereof 
put not in the place there of Preſumption. 
| have obſeived, that as rhere ate Herbs 
and Flowers in our Gardens, fo there are 
their Counterfeits in the Field; only they 
are diltinguiſhed from the other by the 
name of wild nes. Why, there is Faith 
and wild Faith; and wild Faith is this Pre- 
tion: I call it wild Faith, becauſe God 
rever placed in it his Garden, his Church, 
tis only to be found in the field, the World. 
| alfo call it wild Faith. becauſe it only 
gous up, and is nuuriſhsd where other 
wild Notions abound. Wherefore take 
heed of this, and all may he well : ror 
this Preſumptuouſneſs is a very hienous thing 
in the Eyes of God: The ceul, faith he, that 
bal do onght preſumptuouſly (wh ther hern 
in the Land or a Stranger) the ſame reproach: 
th che Lord. And that Soul ſhall be cut F 
om among bis Feouple, Numb. 15 20 
The thonghrs of this made David ttem- 
ble, and pray that God winld bold him back 
from Frejumptuons Sins, and nat ſuffer them 
to habe Dominuon over bim, Plal. 19. 31: 
Now this Preſumpricn, Then puts it, 


felt in the place of Faith whea it tamp- 


ereth with the Promiſe of Life, while the 
Saul is a ſtrapger to Repentarce : Wbete- 
tore 
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fore you have in the Text, to prevent do. 
ing thus, both Nehentance And Remiſſon of 
Sins to be offered to Jeruſalem, not Re. 
miſſion without Repentance; for all that 
repent not ſhall periſi,, let them preſume 
on Grace, and the Promiſe white they will 
Fate 23-1) 2, 3. 

Preſumprion then is that which ſevereth 
Faith and Repentance, conc ud ing that the 
Sou: {hall be faved by G1 ace, tho the Man 
was never made forty for his Sin ns, net 
the love of the Heart turned there from, 
This is to be ſelt-wilied, as Peter has it, 
And this is a deſpiſing the Word of the 
Lord, for that has put Repentarce ard 
Faith togetper. Mark . Aud becaule 
he hath deſpi, ed the Word of the Lord, and 
hath broken the Commanament, that Soul 
ſhall utterly be cut off, bis lniquites ſhall be 
pon him, Numb. 15. 13, 

Let ſuch therefore look to it, who yet 
are, and abide in their Sins; for ſuch if 
they hope, as they are to be faved, preſume 
upon the Grace of God. Wheretore Pre- 
ſumption and not Hearkning to Gods 
word, are put together, Dent. 17. 1 

Again, then den preſume when the) 
are reſolved to abide in their Sins, and yet 
expect to be ſaved by God's Grace thro 


Chriſt : This is as much as to ſ:y, God uy 
eth 


fo: the Atleft of Men. 115 
eth of Sin as wel as I do, and careth not 
how Men live, if ſo be they lean upon his 
Son. Of this Sort are they that build up 
Zion with Blood, and Feruſalem with Ini- 
quity ; that judge for reward, and teach for 
hire, aud divine for Money, an] lean 10H 
the Le d. Mich. 3. 10, 11. This is doing 
thitgs with an bigh hand againſt the Lord 
cu: God, and a taking him as it were, ar 
the Catch! This is, as we ſay among Men, 
io ſeck to put a trick upon God, as if he 
bad not ſufficiently fortified his Propoſals 
of Gracs by his Holy Word, againſt all 


ſach kind of Fools as theſe. Bur look to ir. 


Such will be found at the Day of _ 
not among that great Company 2 
jalem-ſinners, that ſhall be ſaved by Com 
bat among thoſe that have been the great 
abuſers of the Grace of God, in the World. 
Thoſe that ſay, Let ns Sin that Grace may 
abound, and let us do Evil that Good may 
come, their Damnation is uſt ; and if fo, 
they are a great way off of that Salvation, 
that is by Jeſus Chritt preſented to the 
feruſalem-ſmners. 

| have therefore theſe things to propound 
to that Feruſalem inner, that would know 
it he may be ſo bold to venture himſelf 
upon this Grace. | 
Firſt, 


116 


Good News 
Firſt, Doſt thou ſee rhy Sins © 
Secondly, art thou weary of them? 
Thirdly, Wouldſt thou with ali thy heart 

be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt © I dare fay no 

lefs, I dare ſay no more. Bur it it be trnly 


_ thus with thee, how great ſoever thy Sins 


have been, how bad ſoever thou feeleſt thy 
Heart, how far ſoever thou art from think- 
ing that God has Mercy for thee; thou 
art the Man, the Jeruſialem-ſinner, that the 
Word of God has conquer'd, and to whom 
it offereth free Remiſſion of Sins, by the 
Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
When the Jaylor cried out, Szrs what 
wnſt 1 dy to be ſaved ? The anſwer was, Be 
ebe on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſbalt 
be ſaved. He that ſees his Sins arighr, is 


brought to his Wits end by them; and he 


that is fo, is willing to part from tyem, 
and to be ſaved by the Grace of God. 

If this he the Caſe, fear nor, give no 
way to D ſpair, thou preſumeff not, ii 
thou believeſt to Life everlaſting in Few 
Chriff, Yea, Chriſt is prepared for ſuch 
as thou arr. 

Therefore take good courage and believe 
The deſign of Saran is to telitrhe Prefump: 
tuous that their preſuming on Mercy 18 
good; hut to perfwace the Reliever, that 
his believing is impudent bold dealing 55 

04, 
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6:4, I rever heard a preſumptuc us Man 
in my Lite, ſay that he was atraid that he 
preſumed ; but | have heard many an ho- 
neſt humble Soul ſay, that they have been 
afraid that their Faith has been Preſump. 
tion. Why ſhould Satan moleſt thoſe, 
whoſe ways he Mows will bring them to 
bim? And who can think that he ſhould 
be quiet. when Men take the right courſe 
o eſcape his helliſh ſnares? This therefore 
is the Kea ſon why the truly humbled is op- 
poſed, while the Preſumtious goes on 
by N ind and Tide, The truly humble, Sa- 
tan hates; but he laughs to ſee the Fool- 


Mcry of the other. 


Does thy Hand and Heart tremble? Up- 
on thes the Promiſe ſmiles, Jo this Man 
pill I look, ſays God, even to him that is 


poor and of a contrite Spirit, and trembles 


at my Word, Iſa. 66. 2 

What therefore I have ſaid of Preſump- 
tion, concerns not the humble in Splirir 
at all I therefore am for gathering up 


the Stones , and for taking the ſtumbling 


Bloocks out of the way of God's People; 
and forwarning of them that they lay the 


tumbling Block of their Iniquity before 


their Faces, and that are for preſuming 
upon God's Mercy; and let them look to 
themſelves, Ezek, 14.6, 7, 8. 

| Allo 


11 8 | Good News 

Alſo our Text ſtands firm as ever it did, 
and our obſervation is ill of force, That 
Teſus Chriſt w-#/d have Mercy ered in the 
firft place to the biggeſt Sinners. So then let 
none Deſpair, let none Freſume : Let nore 
Deſpair that are ſorry for their Sins, and 
would be faved by Teſis Shriſt. Let none 
Preſume that abi e in tie likeing of their 
Sins; tho? they ſecm to know the exceed- 
ing Grice of Chriſt; for tho* the Door 
ſtand wide open for the reception of the 
Penitent, yer *tis fait enough barred and: 
bolted azainft the preſumpruous Sinner. 
Be not deceived, God is not mocked , whatſo- 
ever a Mon ſims, that he (hall reap. It cans 
not be that God ſhonld be wheadled out of 
his Mercy, or prevailed upon by Lips of 
Diſſimulation; He knows them that truſt in 
him, and that fincerely come to him by 
Chriſt for Mercy, Nabum. 1. 9. 

It is then, not the abundance of Sin 
committed, but che not coming heartily to 


God by Chriſt for Mercy, that ſhuts Men 
out of Doors: And tho” their not coming 


heartily may be ſaid to be but a Sin; yet 


tis ſuch a Sin, as cauſeth that all the other 


Sins abide upon the unforgiven. 

God complains of this, they have wt 
cried unto me with their Heart; they turn- 
ed but not to the moſt High, They turned 


feignedh, 


fo; tle ie of Men. 119 
ſtiz ned y, Jer. 3, 10. Boſs 7. 14. 16. 

Thus doing, his Soul hates; but the pe- 
nent, humble, broken hearted Sinner, 
be his Tranſgteſſions red as Scarlet, red 
Re Cr' imſon. in number as the {and, tho' 
bis Tranſgreſſiors cry to Heaven againſt 
hm for Vengeance, and ſeem there to cry 
louder than do his Prayers, or Tears, or 
Groans, for Mercy ; yet he is ite. To this 
Man God will look, Ila. 1. 18 Chap. 66. 2, 

Serenthly, Wo uld Jeſus Chriſt have 

Mercy offered. in the firſt place to the big- 
gelt Sinners? Then here is ground for 
thoſe that as to practice have not been 
luch, to come to him for Mercy. 

Altho there is no Sin little of it ſelf, 
tecauſe it is a Contradiction to the Na- 
tare and Majeſty of God; yet we muſt ad- 
mit of divers Numbers, and alſo of Ag- 
Sravations z two Sins are not 10 many as 
three; nor are three that are done in Ig- 
norance ſo big as one that is done againſt 
light, againſt Knowledge, and Conſcience. 
alſo there is the Child in Sin, and a Man 
in Sin ;,that has his Skin wrinkled for 
very Age And we mult put a Difference 
betwixt theſe Sinners alſo : For can it be, 
that a Child of Seven, or ten, or ſixteen 
yeers old, ſhould be ſuch a Sinner; a Sin 
ner ſo vile in the Eye of the Law, as he 
15 
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is who has walked according to the courſe 
of this World, forty, fifty, fixty or ſeven- 
ty Years? Nowathe Youth, this ſtripling 
tho? he is a Sinner, is but a little Sinner, 
when compared with ſuch. 

Now I ay, if there be room for the 
firſt ſort, for rhoſe of the biggeſt ſize: cer- 
tainly there is room for the leſſer fize : If 
there be a Dcor wide enough for a Giant 
to go in ar, there is certainiy room for 2 
Dwarf. If Chrilt Jeſus has Grace enough 
to ſave great Sinners, he has ſurely Grace 


enough to fave little ones. If he can for: 


give, five hundred Pence, for certain be can 


Forgive fifty, Luke 7. 41, 42. 


But you ſaid before that the little Sinner; 
muſt fland by, until the great ones have re- 
cerved their Grace, and that's diſcouraging 

| anſwer, There are two {crts of little 
Sinners, ſuch as are ſo, and ſuch as feign 


_ themſelves {» ; they are thoſe that feign 
themſelres fo, that I Intended there, and 


not thoſe that are indeed comparatively ſo. 
Such as feign themielies ſo, may wait long 

enough before they obtain Forgiygnels. 
But again, a Sinner may be compara- 
tively a little Sinner, and ſenſibly a great 
one. There is then two ſorts of great neſ- 
in Sin; greatneſs by reaſon of Number, 
gte atneſs by reaſon of throughneſs of con 
| viction 
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the horrible Nature of Sin. In 
Sznie. he thit has but one Sin, if 
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fuck 4 en Could he found, may in his oven 


Fycs find himſelf the bigzelt Sinner in the 
World; Let this Man, or this Child there- 
fore put himielf among the gre: Singers, 
an! plead with God as great Sinners do, 
and expect to be fived with the great Sin- 
ners; as on, and as heartily as they. 
Yea, a little Sinner, that comparative- 
ly is truly fo, if he ſhall cracioully give 
way Tv Conviction, and ihall in God's 
liaht, - diligently weigh the horrible Na- 
TC of His Own ns, May VE! {ooner Ob- 
1 Forvivenets ſor them at the hands of 
the : hz-venly Father, than he that has ten 
mes his Sins, and ſo ciulſe to cry ten 
times herdef t God for his Mercy. 
or the grievouſaeſs of the City is a great 
thing with God; for if he will hear the 
Widow it ſhe crics at all, how much if 
lie cries molt grievoufly ? Exod. 22.2223. 
It is not the number, bur the true ſenſe 
of rhe abominable Nature of Sin, that 
mikcs the Cry for Pardon Lamentable, 
He, as 1 0, that has many Sins, may 
not cry fo loud in the Ears of God, as he 
tat his far fewer; he in our preſent lenſe, 
tat is in his own Eyes the biggeſt Sinner, 
i he that ſooneſt fiadeth Mercy. 
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The offer then 7 7s to the biggeſt Sinner, to 
the biggeſt Sinner firft, and the Mercy is foſf 
obtained, by him that frft confeſſeth himſelf 
to be ſuch an one. 

There are Men that ſtrive at the Throne 
of Grace for Mercy, by pleading ine great- 
ne{3 of their Neceſſity, Now there Plea, 
as to the prevalency of ir, lieth not in their 
counting up of the number, but in their 


Senſe of the greatneſs of their Sins, and in 


the Vehemency of their Cry, for Pardon, 
And it is obſervable, that tho' the Birth- 
right was Reubens, and for his Fooliſhneſs, 
given to the Sons of Juſepb; yer Fadoh. 
prevailed before his Btethren, and ot him 
came the Meſtas, 1 Chron. 5 1, 3. 

There is a heavenly Subtilty to be man: 


aged in this matter, Thy Brather came with 


Subtilty and have taken thy Bleſſing. The 
Bleſſing belonged to Eſa, bur Jacob by 
his Diligence made it his ow n, Gen. 27, 25. 
The offer is to the biggeſt Sinner; to the 
biggeſt Sinner firſt; but if he forbears to 
cry, the Sinner chat is a Sinner, leſs by far 
than he, both as to the Number and the 
Natvre of Tranſgreſſion, may get the 
Bleſſing fitſt, if he ſhould have Cn to 
beſtir himſelf well, for the loudeſt cry is 
heard furtheſt ; and the moſt lamentable, 
pierces ſooneſt, 
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Mans Sins but thine OWN; 
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| therefore urge this Head, not becauſe 
| would have little Sinners go and tell 
God that they are little Sinners, thereby 
to think to obtain his Mercy; for verily, 
J th ey are never like to have it: For ſuch 
words declare, that ſuch a one hath no 
nue ſenſe at all of the nature of his Sins. 

Sin, 2s I ſaid, in the Nature of it, is 
horrible ; tho? it he but one lingle Sin — 
to act; yea, tho? it be but a ſinful thought, 
and fo worthily calls for the Damnation 
of the Soul. 

The Compariſen then, of little and great 
Sinners, is to go for good Senſe among 
Men: But to plead the few eſs of thy Sins, 
or the comparative harmleſneſs of their 
quality before. God, argueth no ound 
Knowledge of the Nature of thy Sin, and 
o no true Senſe of the Nature or Need of 
Mercy. | 

Little Sinner, when therefore thou go- 
elt to God, tho' thou knoweſt in thy Con- 
Icience, that thou as to acts are no Thief, 
no Murderer, no Whore, no Liar, no falſe 
Swearer, or the like; and in Reaſon mult 
needs underſland, that then thou art not 
0 profanely wile as others; yet when thou 
goeſt to God for Metcy, know no Mans 
dins bur thine own, make mention of no 
Alſo labour 
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not to leſſen thy ow, bur m3gnifie and 
greaten them by al! | qult Curcurnltances, 
and be as if there was hexer a Sinner in 
the World but thy ſelf. Alſo cry out as 
if thou waſt the only und me Man, and 
that is the w2y to obrain Gods Mercy. 
It was on: of the comliett lights in the 


World, to ſce a little S nner commenting 


upon the gpreitnels of his Sins; and mul. 
tiplying them to himſelf ; till he makes 
them in his own Eyes b;zer and bigher 


than he ſesth any other öl ins Sins to be 


in the World; and as baſe a thing it is to 
ſee a Min do otherwiſe. on 13S baſeiy will 
come on't, Lake 18, 10, 11, 12, 13. 

As therefore | faid to th 2 greit S aner 
before, let him take heed % be preſumes, 
I ſay now to the little Sinner, — him 
take heed that be don't diſſemble For there 
is as great an Aptnsſs in th. little S nr 
ro diſſemble, as there is in the great one, 
He that bideth his Sins ſball 1t Ee be 
be a Sinner little or great, Prov. 18. 

Eigbtlj, Would Jeſus Chrilt have Na 
cy ved in the fir/? place to the bse 
Sinner © Then this ſhews the true cauſe vb 
Satan makes ſuch head as he doth againſt bn 

The Father and the Hoh Spirit ate we 
ſpoken of by all Deluders and decelve 
Perſons; Chrilt only ls the Rock of Vi 
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Nor that Saran careth ** the Father or 
the Spirit, more than he Careth for the Son; 
bar he can let alobe with their No- 
tions of the Father and rhe Spirit, for he 
knOWS3 they hall never ernJoy the rachel, 
nor the Spirit, it indeed they receive not 
the Merits of the Son: He that hath the 
Son hath Life, he that bath not the don of God 
bath unt Lie; however they miy boait 
themfelies of the Father and the Spirit, 
1 Jobn 5. 12. Again, W bofoever tranſ- 
greſſeth, and a zbideth net in de DoUvine 7 95 

007% hath not God: Hie that ahideth in 
the Dectrine of Chri/t, hath bath the Hane 
and the Son, 2 lohn 9. 

Cort, and! r Fares 7s he that cav rale 
11 cuhable to enjoy God with Life and Joy, to 
ai! Eternity. Hence be calls himſelf the way to 
the abort the true and living way, John 
14 ; Heb. | 0. . Fol cis tot come 
fo 7 e Father but by bim: Sat in knows this, 
therefore he hates him: Deluded Perſons 
are ignorant of this, and therefore they are 
lo led Up an, GOWN by Sitza, by the Noſe 
as they Te. 

There ate many things by which 87 
has taken Occaff jon to greaten his Rage a- 
giiaſt Telus Chriit. 

6 3 


As 


* * 

1 - - — 
re wa '" * 8 7 
. n 


126 Good Mews 

As firſt, His Love to Man, and then the 
many expreſzons of that love. He hath taken 
Man's Nature upon him, he hath in that 
Nature fulfilled the Law to bring in Right- 
eouſneſs for Man; and hath ſpoit his blood 
for the reconciling of Man to God; he 
hath broke the Neck of Death, put away 
Sin, deſtroyed the Wotk of the Devil, and 
got into his own Handsthe Key of Death? 
And all theſe are heinovs things to Sitan. 
He cannot abide Chriſt for this. Beſides, 
he hath eternal Life in himſelf, and that 
to beſto upon us, and we in all likeli- 


hood are to poſſeſs the very place from 


which the Satan by Tranſgreſſion fell, if 
not places more Glorious: Wherefore he 
mult needs be angry. And is it not a vex- 
atious thing to him, that we ſhould be 
admitted to the Throne of Grace by Chriſt, 
while he ſtands bound over in Chains of 
Darkneſs, io anſwer for his Rebellions 2- 
gainſt God and his Son, at the terrible Day 
of Judgment? Yea, we poor Duſt and 
Aſhes, muſt become his Judges, and Tri. 
umph over him forever ; and all this long 
of Jefus Chfiſt; tor he is the Metirorious 
Cauſe of all this. Now tho' Satan ſeeks 
to be revenged for this, yet he knows it is 


in vain to attack the Perſon of Cbfiſt, he 


has overcome him : thereforc he tampeis 
with 


fo2 the Aileſt of Mne. 127 
with Company of filly Men, that we may 
Villiſie him by them, And they, bold fools 
25 they are, will not ſpare to ſpit in his 
F hey will raihat his Ferſon; and 
ny the tery b-ing of it; they will rail at 


. 


| s Blood, and deny the Merit and worth «of 


= hey will deny the very end, why he 
accomplithed the Law, and by liges, and 
tr cks, and quirks, which he helped them 
0, they fer up fond Names and images in 
his place and give the glory of a Saviour 
to them. Thus Sitan worketh under the 
Name of Chrift,and his Miniſters under the 
Name of the Miniiters of Righteouſneſs 

And by his Wiles and Stratzgems he 
undoes a World of Men: But there is a 
Seed, and they fhall ſerve him, and it hall 
de counted to the Lord for a Generation, 
Theſe ſhall fee their Sins, and that Chriit 
is the Way to Happineſs. Theſe ſhall 
verrure themſelves both Body and Soul 
upon his Worthineſs. 

All this Satan knows, and Soria his 
Rage is kindled the more. 


alHaulteth, 


tempieth, abuſeth, and fir 


up what he can to be hurtful o thete poor 


P.ople; that te may, while bis time ſhall 
lat, make it as hard and difficult for them 
to go to eternal Glory gs he can, Oftentimes 

G 4 - Ne 


Wherefore ac- | 
cording to bis Ability and Allowance, ke | 
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he Abuſes them with wrong Apprebenſions 
of Gad, and with wrong Apprehentions of 
Chriſt; he alſo caſts cher into the mite, to 
the reproach of Religion, the ſhame of their 
Brethren, the Derifion of the World, and 
Diſhonour of Ged. He holds our Hands 
uh le the world buffets us, he puts Be. 
Sk ins upon us, and then lets the Dogs at 
Ne bedawbeth us with his own Foam, and 
then temps us to believe that that bedaw- 
bing comes from our ſelves. 

Oh! the rage and the roaring of this 


Lion! And the hatred that he manifeſts/ 


againſt the Lord Jeſus, and zgaind rtem 


that are purchaſed with his Blood ! Bur yer 


in the nid of all this, the Lord Jeſus 
{ens FIN F bis Herald to preclaim in the 
Nations, his Love to the Weald ; and to 
invite them to con e to him for L ie. Ves, 
his Invitation is ſo larze, that be ffereth 
his Mercy in the 6 {t place to the biggelt 


S aners of every Age, Whien Augments the 


Devils Rüge the more. 

Wherefore, as 1 1aid before, fret he, 
Fume be, the Lord Jeſus will divide the 
S12 with the great ones; yea, he ſhall di- 
vide the Seil with frog, becanſe he bath 
poured out bis Seul wito Death, cmd was num- 
bred with the Iranſareſſors. and bare the Sin 
of many, and make Inte ct ion for the Tranſ- 
greſſors, Iſa. 53. 2. Nintb- 


(} | 129 

Ninthly, Would Telus 7 * Mer- 

-lt-red in the firit place to the higgeſt 
5 Let the tempted harp nn this firing 
r their Hep and Conſ dation. The Tempr- 
5 wherever be dwells, always thinks him- 
fel f rne biggeſt Zinner, one molt vnwor- 
thy of Eterral Life. 

This is Satans Maſter-4rgument, Thou 
art a horrible Sinner, a Hyprccrire, one 
that has © profaue Heart, and one that is 
an uticr ſtranger to a work of Grace, I 
lr, this is his Ma ul. bis Clid, his Maſter— 
wo : He doth with this, as fome do by 
He! ſings them e- 
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very where. | believe there are but few 
$:10tS In the World thzrt have nor had this 


* 
j > 


Temp: At ion ſounding in their Ears. Bur 
were hey but aware, 54727 by all this does 
be ering thim tote Gp, out at which 
he ſhould go, and ſo eſcape his roaring. 

ne, Theu arr a great Sinner, a 
bortiple Sinner, a profane he :1rted Wretch, 
(ne that cannot be matcht for a vile one 
in the Country. 


1 
811i 


5 ind oy this while Chr: Nys to his 
Mia G. N 37 * 21 * 
12 ercy n * 4e to 
Ihe eb c ol Sinners. So that this Temp- 


on drives thee di. ectly into the Arms 
7 1 Chrift, 
1 thetelore the Tempted but aware 


he 
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he might ſay, Ay Saran. for I am, lama 

Sinner of the biggeſt ſize, and therefore 
have moſt need of Feſns Chriſt :. Yea, he— 
canſe I im ſuch a *vreich ? therefore Jeſus 
Chriſt calls me; yes, he calls me firſt : The 
firſt profter of the Goſpel is to be made 
to the Jeruſalem ſinner: Jam he, wherefore 
ſtand back Satan, make a Line my right 
is firſt to come to Feſns Chriſt, 

This now would be like for like. - This 
would foil the Devil: This would make 
him ſay, 1 muſt not deal with this Man 
thus; for then I put a Sword into his 
Hand to cut oft my Head. 

And this is meaning of P:ter, when he 
ſaith, Reſiſt him Feadfaſt in thy Faith, 1 Pet, 

F. 9. And of Han, when he ſaith, Take 
the ſhield of Faith, wherewith ye {h41l be 
able to quench all the fiery Darts of the 
Wicked Epheſ- 6. 16 

Wherefore it is ſaid, Begin at Feruſalem, 
if the Feruſalem-ſiuner is not to have thi 
Benefit of it? And if | am to have the Be 
nefit of ir, let me call it to Mind whe! 
Satan haunts me with the continual Re? 
membrance of my Sins, of my Feruſalen 
Sins. Snan and my Conſcience ſays, [ 4 
the biggeſt Sinner, Chriſt offereth Mercy 

= rhe firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners. Not 
A is the manner of the offer other, but ſuc 
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as ſuiteth with my kind. I am ſorry for 


my Sin; yea, ſorry at my Heart that ever 


finful Thought did enter, or find the leaſt 


Entertainment in my wicked Mind: And 


might I obtain my Wiſhy, would never 
more that my Heart ſhould be a place 
for ought but the Grace, and Spirir, an 
Faith of the Lord Feſns. | 

{ ſpeak not this to leflen my Wicked- 
neſs : 1 would not for all the World, but 
be placed by my own Conſcience in the 
very front of the biggeſt Sinners, that I 
might be one of the firit that were beckned 
by the Gracious Hand of Fefus the Saviour, 
to come to him for Mercy. 

Well Sinner, thou now ſpeekeſt like a 
Chriitian z but ſay thus in a /frong Spirit 
in the hour of Temptation. and then thon 
wilt to thy Commendation and Comfort, 
quit thy felt well. 

This improving of Chri/ in dark Hours, 
is the Life, thro* the hardeſt part of our 
Chriſtianity. We ſhouid neither ſtop at 
Darkneſs, nor ar tie raging of out Luſts; 
but go in a way of venturing and caſting 
the whole of cur Air tor the next World, 
at the Foot of Fejus Chriſt, This is the 
way to make the Darknels Light, and al- 


jo to allay the raging of our Corruption. 
The Firlt time the Pz{{over was eaten, 
| was 
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was in the Night , and when Troel took Þ | 
Courage to go forward, tho? the Sea ſtood Þ 
in their way like a ceroufing Guilt, and ſl 
the Hott of the Zyyptians followed them 
at the Heels; yet the Sea gives place, and 
their Enemies were as fill as a Sone till 
* they were gone. over. Excd. 12. 8. Chap. 
14 3, 14, 21, 22. Chap. 15. 16, f 
0 There is nothing like Faith to help at 
= a Pinch ; Faith diffolves Doub:is, as the 
Sun drives away the Mills, and that you 
my not be pur our, know your time 2s 
I ſaid, of believing, is always. There are 
Times when ſome Graces may be out of 
uſe.. but there is no Tire wherein Faith 
Can be ſaid to he fo. Wherefore Faith r 
mult be always in Exerciſe. | 
Faith is the Eye, is the Mouth, is tte I} 
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Hand, and one of theſe is of uſe all Diy t 
long, Faith is to fee, to receive to work I 
or roeat; and a Chriſt in fhculd be ſeeirg, 


| 
4 
: 
an 


or receiving, or working, or feeding, all | C 
Day long, Lerit rain, ler it blow, let It . 
thnyler,ler it lighten; a Chriſtian muſt RIM f 
believe: At what time, {aid the good Mar, 1 
Jam afraid, Iwill rift in thee, Piil 56.23. t 

Nor can we have better Encouragement Nc 
to do this, than is by the Text ſet befote c 
us, even an open Heart for a Jernſalem-} b 
fiuner, and it for a Jeruſalem ſinner to ow U 

| theu 
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then for 7. a one when come, if ſich 
an one to be faved, then for ſuch an one 
that is faved. I ſuch a one to be pardon- 
ed his great Tranſgrefhons, then for fach 
d his great Tranſgrethons, then for fac 


ko the Aneſt of Men. 133 | 


2 one who has pardoned theſe, to come 


daily to Jus Chrift too, to be cleanſed 
and fer free ftom common lufirmities, and 
from the In quities of his holy things. 
Therefors let the poorSinner that would 
he ſaved, labour for Skin ro make the beſt 
improvement of theGrace oi Chrilt ro help 
hin agzinü the Temptations of the De- 
vil and his Sins 
Tenthly, would Feſus Chrift have Mercy 
offered in the fit place, to the biggeſt Si n- 
res? Let thyſe Men conſider this that ( (have 
67) may in a Day of Trial, have ſpok en ov 
done what their Profeſſi n or Conſcience told 
them they ſpud t; and that bare the guilt 


and burden thereof unom their Conſtiences. 


Whether 2a thing he wrong or right, 
Guilt may purſue him that doth contrary 
to his Conſcience, But ſuppoſe a Man 
_— deny his God, or his Chritt, or re- 
lIinquiſh a good Protcftion, and be ander 
the real guilt thereof ? Shall he thercfore 
conclude he is gone for ever. Let him 
come again with Peters Tears, and no doubt 
but he ſhall obtain Peters Forgiveneſs, For 
the Text includes the biggeſt Sinners. 


And 


| Clauſe was put into 


Feter was pardoned |= " 5 DE 
. . = ee 

his horrible Revolt ö 6 We 

from his Maſter. j| AW AZ ONS 


al, if te i; not ſhot 
quite dead upon 


And 'tis obſerva- f= 
ble, That before this [E=, 


this Commiſhon ; 


He that Revolteth 
in the Day of Tri- 


— 


theplace, but 1s ſen- 
ible of his wouud, 
and calls out for a 
Chyrurgion, (hall 
had nis Lord at 
hand to pour Wine 
and Oyl into his | 
Wounds, that he may again be heaicd : 
And to incourage him to think that there 
miy be Mercy for him, befides what ue 
find recorded of Peter, you read in the 
Ads, ſome was ihro' ihe Violence of their 
Trials, compelied to Blaſpheme, and yet 
are called Saints, Ads, 26. 9, IC, II. 

Hence you have a Promiie or two that 
ſpzaks concerning ſuch a kind of Men, to 


il — 


incourage us to think that at leiſt ſom? 


of them {hall come back to the Lord their 
riſe! 
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riſe © Shall they turn away, and not return? | 
ſer. 8. 4. And in that Day I will aſſemble 
her that halteth, and I will gather ber that 
was driven out, and her that I have affii@ed. 
And I will make her that halteth a Remnant 
and her that was caſt off, a ſtrong Nation; 
and the Lord fball reigh over them in Mount 
Zion for ever. What are we to underſtand 
by her that halteth, is beſt expreſſed by 
the Prophet Elijab, Mich. 4.6, 7. Zeph. 
3. 19. 1 Kings 18. 21, © 

[| will conclude then, that for them that 
have balred, or may halt, the Lord has 
Mercy in Bank, and is willing to accept 
them, it they return to him again. 

Perhaps they may never be after that, 
of any great Eſteem in the Houſe of God; 
but if the Lord will admit them to Favour 
and Forgiveneſs : O excceling and unde- 
ſerv'd Mercy! Exeh. 44.10,11.12,12,14- 

Thou then that mayſt be the Man, 
Remember this, that there is Mercy alſo 
tor thee : Return therefore to God and to 
his Son, who hath yet inltore for thee, i 
and who will do thee good. 1 
hit But perhaps thou wilt ſay, he doth not 
to fave all Revolters, and therefore perhaps 
Mme not me. 
heir Anſwer, Art thou returning to God ? If 
. thou art rerurning, thou art the Man: Re- 
turn 
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your Bac l. ſliding. Jer. 2 


Some as | faid, that "TY are ſhare 
dead upon the Place; ard fur them, why 
can help them? But for them that cry cut 
of their Wour ds, tis a gn they are pet 


alive; and it they uſe the Means in time, 
doubtleſs they may be healed, 


Chrift Feſus has bags of Mercy that were 
never yet broken up or unſe led. Hence 
it is ſaid. he has goodrefs layed uh; things 


reſerved in Heaven for bis. A nd if he 
breaks up one of theſ2 Bigs, who can 
tell what be can do! 
Hence his Lone is faid to be tren as 
paſſeth Knewledge, ard bat his Riches 478 
e He has 0 body knows what; 
for no body knows who! ble has hy him 
in ſtote for ſich as feem in the ve of 21] 
M en, to de gone bey ond Recovery. Fer 
this is the Te xr i in plain, Whar Io CT 


Argel could have thought the Fernſal: m- 


fiuners hid not yet been on this fide of 


Imp: ſibility ot E. y ins Lije and Mer- 
* Io Hadſt thon teen their Actions and 

bat horrible things they did io the 
Son of God ? Yes, how ſtourly they back- 
ed what 1:fy did, with Reſolves and En— 
Ceavours to rerſevere, when they had killed 
his Perſon, againſt his Name and Dctt- 
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to: the Gileſt cf Wen. 137 
tine: And thit there was not found a- 
mong them, all thit while, as we read of, 
he Lal Remorſe cr Regtet for theſe their 
doings. Couidit thou have imagined that 
Mercy would ever take hold of then, ar 
lealt fo ſoon! Nay, thir 1 ſhould of 

all che World, be counted thoſe only meet 
o have it offered to them in the very firſt 
place! For ſo my Text commands, ſay ing, 
Preach Repentance and Remiſion of Lins a- 
mong alt Nations, Beginning at Feruſalem. 

tell you the thing is a Wonder, among 
muſt for ever ſtand tor a Wonder amorg 
the Sons of Men: It ſtinds allo for an 
everiaſting Invitation and Allvrezment to 
the biggelt Sinners to come to Chrz/t for 
Mercy: | 

Now, fir.ce in the Opinion of all Men, 
the Revolter is ſuch a one; if he has as I 
ſaid before, any Life in him, let him take 
loeourage ment to come àgain, that he may 
live by Chrift. 

Elevently, would Feſus Chi have Mer- 
ey offered in the fir place to the biggeſt 
Sinners > Then let God's Miniſters tell them 
. There is an Irc dence in us, I know 
not how it doth come about, when we 
Ire converted, to contemn tem that are 
left behind. Poor Fools as we are, we for- 
get that we our ſelves were fo, 1:t. 3 5 
| "ut 
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not Miniſters thus to do. 
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But would it not become us Vetter, fnce be 
have taſted that the ! 75 gracions, to cart 
ry it towards them jo; tht we M ive th: 
comvineing grenad to believe, that we hav N 
found that. Mercy which aljo ſets open th 
Door for them to come and partake with us, Nan 


Miniſters I fay, ſhould do thus, both byS: 


their Doctrine, and in all other Re dects. t 


Auſlerity dnth not Bucome ms neither illi 
Dc&:ine ui in Conde: ation: Ne onr ſolo tt: 
live by Grace; Let us give as we receive, an 
labour to perſuade our Fell winner wiel 
God has left behind us, to follow aſter, thafflth 
they may partake with us of Grace. Me aro 
ſaved by Grace, let us live like them that a 
gracious. Let all our th :1ngs (to the World gi 
be done in Charity towards them: Pityſſup 
them, pray for them, be Familiar- withſſan 
them for cheir good. Let us lay aſide ot ich. 
fooliſh wordly garnal Grandeur; let ube 
not walk the Streets, and have ſuch Bebe 
viour, as ſignifie we are icarce for rouchſn 
ing of the poor ones that ate left behindJot 
no not with a pair of Tongs, It becomeſuc 


Remember your Lord, he was familia 
with Publicars and 8 ger to a Proverb 
Behold a gluttonons Min, and a Wine bibber; 


a Friend of Publicans and Sinners, Mat. IIIef 
19. The firſt part concerning his glutroFhe 
NUU) 


fo2 the Uileſt of Men. 139 
ce „ous eating and drinking, to be ſure was 
car in horrible Slander ; but for the otter, o- 
then bing was ever ſpoken true of him by the World. 
Dar Now why {hould we lay Hands croſs on 
' thMthis Text, that is, chooſe good Vitals, 
Ut. Yard love the ſweer Wine better than the 
h bis lvation of the poor Publican? Why not 
&s. Ntamiliar with Sinners, provided we hate 
r iffiheir Spots and Blemiſhes, and ſeek that 
ſelv Attey may be healed of them. 
,anY Why not Fellowly with our Carnal 
„hie Neighbours If we take occaſion to do ſo, 
thallthat we may drop and be yer diſtilling 
2 arJſlome good Doctrine upon their Souls? 
t ar Why not go to the poor Man's Houle, and 
orld give him a Penny, and 4 Scriptute to think 
Pityupon ? Why not fend for the poor to fetch 
away at leaſt the Fragments of thy Table, 
that the Bowels of thy Fellow ſinner may 
Ys refreſhr as well as thine. | 
Miniſters ſhould be Exemplary - But! 
chm an inferior Man, and muſt rake heed 
hindYok roo much medling, But might J, 1 
Jrould meddle with them, with their 
Wives, and with their Children too. 1 
mean rot this of all, but of them that de- 
krve it, tho' I may not name them. 
But 1 ſay, let Miniſters follow the Reps 
. IIIrf their Lord, who by Words and Deeds 
ſbewed his Love to rhe Salvation of the 
World 
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World in ſuch a Carriage, as declared 
him to prefer their S:lv2:i>n b-fore his 
own private Concern; Fer we are com- 
manded to follow his Steps, wh did u 
Sin, neither was Guilt Hund in his Month 

And as | have ſnid concerning tlinifiers 
ſo ] fay to all ike Brethren, carry it fo, that 
all the World may ſee that indeed you are 
the Sons of Love. 

Love your Saviour; yea, ſhew one to 1 
nother that Yiu Love bim, net only by 4 
ſeeming love of Affection but with the 
Love of Duty. Practical Love is beſt, 
Many love Chriſt with nothing bur the 


lick of the Tongue. Alas! Chrift Feſug 


the Lord, muſt not be pur of thus. Hl 
that bath my Commandment, and keepeth 
them, faith Le, be it 35 that le ve me, Joh. 
. 1. . 

Pratrical Love, which ſtands in ſelf 
denial, in Charity to my Neigbbour, an 
a Patient enduring of Affliction for hi. 
Name This is counted Love: 

Right Love ro Chrift, is that which car 
ries in it a provoking Argument to other 
of the Brethren. Heb, 10. 24 

Should a Man ask me how he ſhovi 
know that he loved the Children of God 
The beſt anſwer 1 could give him, would 

Lein the Words of the Apoltle 7h; 5 


this 


fr: tre Citicit cf Men. 141 
110 li Keith. re, we knon we love the Children 
n G d, when ws lade Gud and keen bis Coin. 
m- nand ments, 1 Joh 5. 2. Sa 
| lt Love ro G04 ang Chriſt is then ſhewn, 
h van we are render of his Name, and then 
er ve (hew var ſerves tender of his Name 
tha ehen we are afraid to break any, the leaſt 
2 of bis Command merits. And wcoen we 
ate here, then do we hw our Love to our 
A allo. 
by 2 Now we hve Obligation ſufficient thus 
telt de, for that our Lord loved vs, and gave 
best bimſelf for us, to deliver us from Death, 
theatre might lire tro bm. | 
eſin The World, when they hear the doctrine 
FA it | have 2{l:rred ad handled in this 
-peth lit e Bo 0 wit, Th. 4 Jeſus Chri- WC ld 


3 


Joh Rive Kae: cy fle e] in the rf place to the 
eee Sinners; will be apt, becauſe them-- 
ſelt tees e Unbe elievers, to think that this 
andlis 3 Dc * that leads to Lo ſeneſs, and 
hig that gives liberty to the Flech; bur if you 
that believe love your Brethren, and your 
car4 Neighbours truly, and as you ſhould, you 
will put to Silence the Ignorance of ſuch 
fooliſh Men, and ſtop their Mouths from 
ſp2aking Evil of you. 
And | ay, ** the love of Chriſt con- 
[train to this: Why deſerveth our Heart, 


our Mouth, our Lite, our Goods, ſo much 
| | | as 
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as Jeſus Chriſt who has brought as to him 
felt by his Blood, to this very end, that 


we ſhou'd be a peculiar Pecple, Zealous off 


good Works © 


There is nothing more ſeemly in the“ 


World, then to fee a Chriſtian walk as 
becomes the Goſpel ; nor any thing more 
unb?coming a reaſonable Crearure, than 


to heir a Man ſay, I believe in Chrift, and": 


yet fee in his Lite Debauchery and Ho. 
taneneſs: Such Men ſhould be counted the 


baſeſt of Men, Such Men ſhcnld be counted 


by all, unworthy of the Name cf a Chri- 


lian, and ſhould be ſhunned by every good e 


by 
(re 


} 


Man, as ſuch who are the very Plague off“ 


Profeſſion. 
For ſo it is written, Ve ſhould carry it 


towards them : IWhoſy bas a form of Guodli- 


neſs, and deny the Power thereof, frum ſuch 
we muſt turn away. 

It has oft- times come into my Mind, to 
ask by what Means it is, That the Goſpel 


Profe ſſion ſhouid be ſo hꝛunted with look 
and carnal (ioſpelers? And I could never 
arrive to better Satisfaction in the matter! 


than this: Such Men are made Profeſſors 
by the Devil, and ſo by him put among 
the reſt of the Godly. A certain Man had 
a fruitleſs Fig-tree planted in his Vineyard; 


but by whom was it planted there? _ 
J 


tid 
0&C 


m 
hat 


fo2 the Aileſt of Mey. 143 


by him that ſowed the Tare, his own Chil. 
ten among the wheat, Luke 13. 6. Mat. 


. 37, 38, 39, 40. And that was the Devil. 
zut why doch ihe Devil do thus: Not of 


ore to them, but to make of them Offen- 


tes and ſtumblipg- blocks to others. For 
te knows that a lcoſe profeſſor in the 
Church, does more miſchief to Religion 
hzn ten can do to it that are in the World. 
Was it not, think you, the Devil that 
tirred up the Damſel that you read of in 
4 16. to cry our, Theſe are the Servants 
f-the moſt high God, that ſhem into ns the 
pay of Salvation? Yes, it was as is evident, 
or Pan] was grieved to hear it. But why 
did the Devil ſtir up ber fo to cry ſo? But 
hecauſe that was the way to hlemiſh the 
Goſpel, and to make the World think that 
t came from the ſame band as did her 
Duth-ſaying and Witchery, v. 16, 17, 18. 
Holineſs O Lord, hecomes thy Honſè for ever. 
Let therefore, whoever they be that pro- 
eſs the Name of Chriſ, take heed that that 
candal not that proſeſſion which they 
make of him, ſince he has ſo graciouſly 
ered us, as we are Sinners of the biggeſt 
ze, in the Frſt place his Grace to ſave 
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| Chap. 4. 7. Luke 19. 41, 42. 
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[= we A ving thus tar lpoken of the 
Snap Kiches of he g ace of Chriſt 
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Sox fat); ſalem-fimners , it may not be 
amiſs to give you yet as a 0 t, an In 
tim: tion of one thing, namely, Th, 't thi 
Grace and Freeneſs of the Heart is We 
to lime and oy ., the which mA: % oveilt; 
eth, ſhall Fe 710% u twithjtanding, 

For, as a King who of Grace, ſerde 
cur to his reb=ilious People, an Otter o 
Pardon, if they accept thereof by ſuch : 
Der, yer beheade:h or hangeth, theſ 
ther come not in for mercy until the Da! 
or Time be paſt, So Chriſt Jeſus has ſet 
the S'nner a Day of Salvation, and accep 
tzble time ; bur be who ſtandeth cut, o 


| 

|; 1 

7 n 
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goeth on in Rebeliion beyond that time] 


is like to come off with the loſs of bi; 
Soul, 2 Cor. 6. 2. Heb. 3. 13,16, 17,18,19 


Since therefore things are thus, it ma 
be convenient here to touch a little upo 
theſe Particlars. 

Fir 


and of the Ficeneſs of his 
i Fieart to emlrice the 7 


bh mw ww © n—_—_ 


& 3 = Q jy 6, wy = 


for the Aileſt of Men. 145 

Firſt, That this day or time thus limited when 
jt is conſtdered with Reference to this or that 
Man, is oft-rimes undiſcerned by the Perſon con- 
cerned therein, ; and always is kept ſecret as to 
the ſhutting up thereof. 

And this in the Wiſdom of God 1s thus, to - 
the end, no Man when called upon, ſhould put 
off turning to God to another time: Now and 
to Day, is that, ard only that which is revealed 
in Holy Writ, Pal. 50. 22 Eceleſ. 12.1 Heb: 3. 
£3 16; 

And this ſhews us the deſperate hazards which 
hel chote Men run, who when Invitation or Convitie 

In. o attends them, put of turning to God to be ſa- 

5 ved till another, and as they think à more fit Sea. 
11 fon and time; for many by ſo doing defer this 
ted to Dey, till the Day of God's Patience and long 
1244 ſuflering is ended: and then, for their Prayers 

and Crys 8fier Mercy, they receive nothing but 

ge l Mocks, and are laughed at by the God of Heaven, 

en Prov. 1. 20 21, 22, 23.24.25. 26, 27,28, 29. Ilſe, 65. 
TON 12, 12, 14. 15. Chap. 60. 4. Zech. 7. 11, 12, 13. 

ch! Secondly, Another thing to be conſidered is this, 

bel namely, that the Day of God's Grace with ſome 

d Men begins ſooner, and alſo ſeener ends, than ic 

M doth with others. Thole at the firſt Hour of the 
S ſei Day, had their Call ſooner than they who were 
-cep4 called upon to turn to God, at the Sixth Hour of 
„ off the Day; yea, and they who were hired at the 
: 7hird Hour, had their Call ſooner than they who 
were called at the Eleventh, Matth. 20 1, 2.3 4, 5,6. 
f hi 1. The Day of God's Patience began with 7/þ- 

mael, and alſo ended before he was twenty Years 
old. At thirteen Years of Age he was Circum- 
ciſed ; and the next Year after Iſasc was born, 
and then 1hmae! was fourteen Years old: Now 
that Day that Iſaac was weaned, that Day was 
Iſhmael rejected; and ſuppoſe that Iſaac was three 
Years old before he was — 3 that Day was 
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but the feventeenth Year of Iſbinncl, where fore 

then the Day of God's (ac was ended with 
111 lis ' . 249 Y os / oo 

him betimes, Gen, 27. 24, 25. CHap 21. 2, 3, 4,5, 

0,9, 10 Gal. 430, 

2. Caiu's Days ended with him betimes, for 
after God had rejected him, he lived to beget 
many Children, and builc,a City, and to do ma- 
ny other things. 

But alas, all that while he was a Fugitive and 
a Vagabond. Nor carried he any thing wich 
him after the Day of his Rejection was come, but 


this doleful Language in his Conſcience, From 


God's Face ſhall I be hid, Gen 4. lo, 11, 12,13 14- 
3. Eſau thro' his Exttavagancies, would needs 


py 


go ſell his Birth-right, not fearing (as other con- 


fident Fools) but that yer the Bleſſigg would ill 


be his, after which he liv'd many Years, but all 
of them under the Wrath of God, as was when 
time came, made appear to his Deſtruction; for 


wen he would have inherited the Bling. he was rer 
jected, for he found no Place of Repentance, tho' hz | 


ſought it carefully with Trars, Heb 12. 14, 15, 16 

Many Inſtances might be given as to fuch 
Tokens of the Diſpleaſure of God, againſt ſnch 
as fool away, as tne Wiſe Man has it, the Prize 
put into his Hand, Prove 17. 16, | 

Let theſe things theretore be a further Caution 
to thoſe that lit under the glorious Sound of the 
Goſpel, and hear of the Riches of the Grace of 
God in Chriſt to poor Sinners. 


To ſlight Grace, to deſpiſe Mercy, and to ſtop 


the Ear when God ſpeaks, when he ſpeaks ſuch 
great things ſo much to our Profit, is a great 
F rovocation. 

He offereth, he calls, he wooes, he invites, 
he pray s, he beſecches us, in this Day of his 
Grace to be reconciled to him; yes, and has 


provided for us the Means of Reconciliation 
- himſelf; Now this deſpied muſt needs be pro- 


vokin g 


* 
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voking, and it is a fearſul thing to ne into the 
Hinds of the living God. 

ut ſome men may ſay unto me, Fain I would be 
ved fain I wouid ve e oy Chriſt : But I fear 
is Day of Grace is pa . and that I ſhall periſh, nts 
Wt; Land: 19 tre ext 8. Z R iches of Ihe Grace of God. 

Mt this Doubt I would anfwer feve- 
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furt, V VIS: reſpect to this Day . 

Ecconaly, VVith reſpeQ to thy Deſires. 

Thir aly. V Vith re ſpeck tO thy Fears 

Frſt. VVith reſpect to the Day: That is, whe- 
ther it be ended with a Man or no ? 

1. Art then jogged and ſhaken, and moleſted 
at the hearing of the VVord ? Is thy Conſcience 
awakened and convinced that thou art at preſent 
in a peri iſhing State, an] tha: thou haſt need to 

to God for Mercy "Wu hy is is a hopeful Sign 

0 at this Day of Grace is not paſt with thee. For 

ſally they that are paſt Grace, are 3110 in their 

Conf iſcience paſt fecling, being ſeared with a not 
Lon, EC,. 4. 18, LM I Tim 4. I, 2. 

Conſequently thoſe oy Grace, muſt be ſuck 
as are dented / 40 awakening Fruits of the VVord 
Preached. The Dead that hear, ſeys-Chriſt, ſnall 
live at leaſt Chriſt has not q! nite done with them 

the Day of God's Patience is not at an end with 
them, John 5. 25 
Is there in thy more retired C endition, 
io. Strugling G5, and Strivin: a with hy Spi- 
lit. to perlwa de th:eof the Ve nity of what vain 
Things thou love? ind to win thee in thy Soul, 
to a Choice of Chriſt Jeſus, and his heavenly 
things? Take heed and Rebel not, for the Day 
of God's Grace and Patience will not be neſt 
with thee, till he ſaith, His &7-'; ſhall not frrive 10 
re With thee ; For then the V Voe comes, when 
le ſball depart from them, and when he ſays to the 
means of Grace, Let them alone, Hol. 4.17. chap. 
9 12, 1 >, Abt 
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3. Art thou troubled in the Night Seaſons with 
Dreams about thy State, and that thou art in 
Danger of being loſt * Haſt thou He art-ſbaking 
Apprehenſiens when dead Sleeps fall upon thee ; 
of Hell, Death and Judgement ro come? Theſe 
are Signs that God has not wholly left thee. oc 
caſt thee behind his Back for ever. Fer God ſpeaks 
ence, yea twice, yet Man perœei ves it not, in a Dream, 
in a Viſion of the Night, when deep Sleep fails upon 
Man in lumbering ubon the Bed; when he openeth the 
Ears of Men, and ſealeth their Inſtructlon, that he 
may with-iram Man from his Propoſe, (his ſinful 
Purgeies ) and hide Pride from Man, Job 33 14, 15, 
I6, 17. 

All this while God has not left the Sinner, 
nor is come to the end cf, his Patience toward 
him, bur ſtands at leaſt with the Door of Grac 
aA jarr in bis Hand, as being loth as yet to bol 
it againſt him. | 

3. Arc thou followed with AfﬀiQion, and 
doſt thou hear God's angry Voice in chy Afflicti- 
ons? Doth he ſend with the Affli ton an Inter* 
preter to ſhew thee thy Vileneſs, and why or 
wherefore the Hund of God is upon thee, and up- 


on what thou-hat; to wit, that it is for thy ſin- 


ning againſt him, and that thou mighteſt be 
turned to him? If ſo, thy Summer is not quite 
ended, thy Harveſt is not yet quite over and gone. 
Take heed, ſtand out no longer, leaſt he cauſe 
Darkneis, and leaſt thy Feet ſtumble vpon the 
dark Mountains; and leaſt while you look for 
Light, he turn if into the Shadow cf Death, and 
make it groſs Darkneſs, Jer. 8. 20. Chap. 13. 13, 
16, 17. | | 

5. Art thou croſſ:d diſappointed, and way- 
laid, and overthrown in all thy fcoliſh Ways and 
Doings ? This is a ſign God has not quite left 


thee, but that he ſtill waits upon thee to turn 


thee, Conſider, I ſay, has he made a Hedge and 
| | a Wall 
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Wall to ſtop thee ? Has he croſſed thee in all 
thou putteſt thy Hand unto? Take it as a Call 
to turn to him, for by his thus doing he ſhews 
he has a Mind to give thee a better Portion, For 
uſually when God gives up Men and retolves to 
jet them alone in the broad Way, he gives them 
Pepe. and lets them have their Deſires in all hurt” 
ful Things, Ho. 2. 6,7,8 9, 10, 11, 12,13,14, Fal. 
73. 45 6, T, 8, 95 10, 11, 12. Rem. 11. 9. 

Therefore take heed == 
to this alſo, that thou RY 
ſtrive not againſt this 
ttand of God, but be- He 
take thyſelf to ſerious fe 
Enquiry into the Cau- HEA 
ies of this Hand of God 
upon thee, and encline 
to think, tis becauſe B | 
the Lord would have 1. | 
thee look ro that wbich x 

better than What 
thou woulcd'ſt ſatisfie 
thyſelf withal. When | 
God had a Mind to make the Prodigal go Home 
to his Father, he fent a Famine upon him, and 
denicd him a Belly full of the Husks which the 
Swine did ear. And obſerve it, now he was in 
bis Strait, betook himſelf to Conſideration of the 
(iood that there was in his Father's Houſe; yea, 
he refolved to go Home to his Father; and his 
Fathes dealt well with hin: He received him 
vith Muſick and Dancing, becauſe he had receiv- 
ed him ſafe and ſound, Luke 15. 14. 15, 16, 17,18, 
19. 20,21, 22,23, 24 25, 26, 27,25, 29, 30, 31, 32. 

6. Haſt thou any inticing Touches of the 
Word of God upon thy Mind ? Doth, as it were 
fame holy Word of God give a Glance upon thee, 
caſt a Smile vpon thee, let fall, tho? it be but one 
Drop of its Favour upon thy Spirit; yea, tho! it 
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ſtays but one Moment with thee ? O! then the 


Day of Grace is not paſt ! The Gate of Heaven 


is not ſhut! nor God's Heart and Bowels with— 
drawn from thee as yet. Take heed therefore, 
and beware that thou make much of the heaven- 
ly Gift, and of that good Word of God, of the 
which he has made thee taſte. Beware, I ſay, 
and take heed, there may be a falling away for 
all this; but ſay as yer, God has not left thee, as 
yet he bas not caſt thee off, Heb 6. 1. 2,3, 4, 5,6, 7,8 

Secondly, With reſpe& to my Deſites, what 
are they? Wouldit thou be faved ? Would'ſt theu 


be ſaved with a thoro' Salvation? Would'ſt thou 


be ſaved from Guilt and Filth too? Would'ſt 
thou be the Servant of thy Saviour? Art thou 
indeed weary of the Service of thy old Mafter 
the Devil, Sin and the World ? And has theſe 
Deſires put thy Soul to the Flight? Haſt thot 
thro' Deſires betaken thyſelf to thy Heels? Doſt 
fly to him that is a Saviour from the Wrath to 
come, for Life? If theſe be thy Deſires, and if 
they be unfeigned, fear not: Thou art one of 
thoſe Run-aways which God hath commanded our 
Lord to receive, and not to ſend thee back to 
the Devil thy Maſter again, but to give thee a 
Place in his Houſe, even the Place in his Houſe 
which liketh thee beſt. Thou ſhalt not deliver to his 
Maſter, ſays he, the Servant which eſcaped from his 
Maſter nnto thee. He ſball dwell with thee, even 4 
mong you, in that Place which he ſhall chuſe, in ont 
of thy Gates wheye it liketh him beſt, thou ſhalt nat 
oppreſs him, Deut. 23. 15, 16. 

This is a Command to the Church, conſe. 
quently to the Head of the Church, for all Com- 
mands from God come to her thro' her Head. 
VVhence I conclude, that as Iſrael of old was to 
receive the run-away Servant, who eſcaped from 
a heathen Maſter to them; and ſhould net dare 
to ſend him back to his Maſter again: So Chriſt's 


; Church 


Salvation by Faith of him? 
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Church now, and conſequently Chriſt him ſelf, 


may not, will not refuſe that Soul that hath 
made his Eicape from Sin Satan, the World and 
Hell, unto him ; bur certainly ler hm dwell in 
his Houſe among his Saints, in that Place which 
he ſhall chuſe even where ir liketh him beſt :. 


For he ſays in another Place, And him that com- 


eth to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, In no wile, 
let his Crimes be what they will, either for Na- 


ture, Muliitude, or the Attendance of aggrava- 
ting Circumſtances. 


Wherefore if thy Defires be firm, found, un- 
feigned, to become the ſaved of Chriſt, and his 
Sexvant: Fear not, he will not, he will in no 
wile put thee away, or turn thee over to thy 
old Matter again, 

Thirdly, As to thy Fears, whatſoever they are, 
let that be ſuppoſed which is ſuppoſed before, 


and they are groundleſs, and ſo of no weight 


Object. But I am afraid I am not elect or choſen 
to Salvation, tho' you called me Fool à litile before, 
for ſo fearing. 

Anſ. Tho' Election is in order befcre cal- 
ling, as to God, yet the Knowledge of Calling 
muſt go before the Belief of my Election, as to 
myſelf; wherefore Souls that doubt of the 
Truth of their effectual Calling, do but plunge 
them ſelves into a deeper Labrynith of Confuſion, 
that concern them felves with their Election, I 
mean while they labour to know it before they 
prove their Calling. Make your Calling, and ſow your 
Election ſure, 2 Pet 1.4, 5, 6. 7, 8, 9, 10. np 

V Vherefore at preſent, lay the Thoughts of thy 
Election by, and ask thyſeif theſe Queſtions 2 
Do I fee my loſt Condition? Do I ſee Salvation 
is no where but in Chriſt? VVould I ſhare in this 
And would I, as 
was ſaid afore, be thoroughly ſaved, to wit, from 
the Filth, as well as from the Gnilt ? Do I love 


Chriſt, 
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am Elect, 


this Chriſt, 


Good News 
Chriſt, his Father, his Saints, 
Ways: ? This is the Way to prove we are Elect. 


152 
his Word an 


Wherefore Sinner, when Satan or thine own 
Heart ſcek to puzzle thee with Election, ſay thou, 
cannot tend to talk of this Point now, but ſtuy 
yill 1 know that I am called of God to the Fellow. 
foip of his Sons, and then 1 Hall ſhew ycu that 1 
and that my Name is written in he Books 
of Life. 

If poor diſtreſſed Souls would cbſerve this 
Order, they might ſave them ſelves the trouble 
of an unprofitable Labour, under theſe unrea. 
ſopable and Soul-finking Doubts. 

Let us therefore, upon the fight ef our Wretch- 
edneſs, fly and venturouſſj leap into the Arms 
of Chriſt, which are now as open to receive us 
into his Boſom, as they were when naile d to the 
Croſs. This is coming to Chriſt for Life aright; 
this is right running awa; from th mater to him, 
as was ſaid before. And for this we have mul- 
titudes of Scriptures to {upport, incourage, and 
comfort us in our fo doing. 

But now let him that doth ithns, be ſure tc look 
for it, for Satan will be with him to IV i row, 
to ſee if he can get him again to his old Service, 
and if he cannot do that, then will he . in- 
to Diſpute with him, ro wit, About whether he 
be ele ct ro Life, and called indeed to paitake of 
to whom he is fled for Succour ; or 
whether he comes to him of his oven preſump- 
tuous Mind: Therefore we are bid, as to come 
ſo to arm our our ſelves with that Armour which 
God hath provided; that we may reſiſt, quench, 
ſtand againſt, and withſtand all the fiery Darts 
of the Devil, Fpheſ. 6. 11,12,13,14,15,16, 17,18. 

If therefore thou findeſt Satan in this Order to 
march againſt the, remember that thou hadſt this 
Item about it; and betake thy ſelf to Faith and 
good Courage ; ; and be ſober and hope to . 5 
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Objec. Put how if 1 ſhould have ſinned this zin 
unpardonable, or that Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Anſw. If thou haſt thou art loſt for ever. But 
yer, before it is concluded by thee that thou haſt 
ſo finned, knew that they that would be ſaved 
by Jeſus hrilt through Faith in his Blood, cannot 
be counted for ſuch : 

1. Becauſs of the Promiſe, for that muſt not 


| be fruſtrares : And that ſays, And him that cometh 


to Chrilt, he will in no wiſe caſt out. And again, 
wholocy:r well, let him take of that Water of Life 
freely, John 6 27. Rev. 21. 6. Chap: 22. 17. 

But 1 ſay, how can theſe Scriptures be fulfil. 
led, if he that would indeed be faved as before, 
has ſinned the Sin unpardonable ; the Scriptures 
muſt not be made vcid, nor their Truth be caſt 
to the Ground. Here's a Promiſe, and here's a 
Sinner; a Promiſe that ſays he ſhall not be caſt 


; out that comes, and the Sinner comes, where. 


fore he muſt be received : Conſequently, he that 
comes to Chriſt for Life, has not, cannot have 
ſinned that Sin for which there is no Forgiveneſs. 

And this might ſuffice for Anſwer to any com- 
ing Soul, that fears tho' he comes, that he has 
ſinned the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. But again, he that has finned the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, cannot come, has no Heart to 
come , can by no means be made willing to 
come to Jeſus Chriſt for Life; for that he has 
received ſuch an Opinion of him, and of his 


things, as deters and holds him back. 


1 He counteth this bleſſed Perſon, this Son of 
God, a Magician, a Conjurcr, a Witch ; or one that 
did, when he was in the World, what he did by 
the Power and Spirit of the Devil, Mat 9.35 Mat. 
12.24,25, Oc, Mat. 22.23,24,25,26, 27, 28, 29,30. 
Now he that hath this Opinion of this Jeſus, 
cannot be willing to caſt himſelf at his Foot for 
Life, or to come to him as the only Way to r 
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ſuch an one puts him to open Shame, and treaderh 
him under Foot; that is, by contemning re- 
proaching, villifyirg. and deſpiſing of him, as 
if he were the vileſt one, or the greateſt Cheat in 
the World: And has therefore, as his Eſteem 
of him, called him accufſed; crucified him to 
him ſelf, or counted him one hanged, as one 
of the worſt Malefactors, Heb. 6. 6. and Chap. 
1 Cor. 12. 3. 

2, His Blood, which is the meritorious Cauſe of 
Man's Redemption, even the Blood of an cverlaſt- 
* Covenant, he counteth the unhoely Thing, or that 


Which has no more Vertue in it to ſave a Soul! 


from Sin, than has the Blood of a Dog, Hab. 10. 
29, For when the Appoſtle fays, he counts it an 
unholy Things he means, he makes it of lels Value 
than that of a Sheep or a Cow, which were clean 
according to the Law. And therefore muſt mean, 
that his Blood was of no more Worth to him ia 
his Account, than was the Blood ofa Dog, an Ag, 
or a Swine, Which always was as to Sacrifices, re- 
jected by the God of Heaven, as unholy or unclean: 

Now he who has no better Eſteem of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of his Death and Blood, will not be 
perſwaded to come to him for Salvation» 

3. But further, all this mrſt be done againſt 
Tokens to prove to the contrary, or after the ſhin- 
ing of Goſpel-Light upon the Soul, or ſome 
conſiderable profeſſion of him, as the Meſſias, or 
that he was the Saviour of the V Vorld: 

1. It muſt be done againt manifeſt Tokens to 
prove the contrary ; and thus the reprobate 7ews 
committed it, when they ſaw the V Vorks of God 
which put forth them {-lves in him, and called 
them the VVorks of the Devil and Belsgbub. 

2. It muſt be done againſt ſome {hining Light 
of the Goſpel upon they, And thus it was with 
Judas, and with thoſe, who after they were en- 

| lightned, 
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I'ghrned, and had rated and felt ſsmething of 
the Powers of the World, to come fell away from 
the Faith of him, and put him to open Shame 
and Dilgrace, Heb 6 5,6 

3. It mutt alſo be done after, and in Oppoſi- 
tion to one's own open Profeſſion of him. For if 
after they have ſcaped the P;llution of the World thro? 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
they are Sgalu intavgled therein, and overcome; 4he 
litter end is worſe with them than the Beginning; for 
it had been better for them not to have known the Way 
of Righteoaſueſs, than after they have known it, to 


turn from the holy Comm#nament (which is the Word 


of Faith ) delivered unto them. 

4 All! this muſt be done openly before Witneſ- 
ſos, 1n the face, fight and view of the World by 
Ford, and A: This is the Sin that is undaraonable, 
and he that hath thus done, can never, tis impoſe. 
/ib/e, he ſhould be ever renewed again to Repen- 
t293ce, and thit for a double Reaſon : Firſt, tuch 
am 07e doth ſay, he will net; and of him God ſays 
he ſhall not have the Bene fit of Salvation by him. 

Object. Bu: if this be the Sin unpardonable, why 
e called the Siu againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and not ra- 
ner the Sim againſt the Son of Goa £ 

Anſw. It is called, 7% Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt; becauſe ſuch count the, Works he did, 
which were done by the Spirit of God, the Works 
of the Spirit of the Devil. Allo becauſe all ſuch 
as fo reje& Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, they do it in 
deſpight of that Teſtimony wiich the Holy Ghoſt 
has given of him in the holy Scriptures, for the 
Scriptures are the Breathings of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as in all other things, ſo in that Teſtimony they 
bear of the Perſon, of the Works, Sufferings, Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Sinner, This ie the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. What 
fay'ſt thou? Haſt thau committed it, nay I know 


Yea, 


kor the Kileſt o'cũc Men. 155 
| 


thou haſt not, if thou would'ſt be ſaved by Chriſt. 


. — —— D—— 
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Vea, tis impoſſible thou ſhould'ſt have done il 
If indeed thou- uv ould'ſt be faved by him: Nt 
Man can deſire ro be ſaved by him whom he ye 
jodgeth ro be an Impoſtor, a Mzgican, a Witch 
No Man can hope for Redemption by tha: Blood 
which he yet counteth sn unholy Thing. No? 
will God ever ſaffer ſuch an one to repenr, whe 
has after Light and Profeſſion of him, thus hor 
ribly, and Devil. like, contemned and tr:mple 
upon him. | 
Tis true, Words and Wars, and Blaſpbemies | 
againft this Son of Man are pardonsble ; ut then 
they muſt be done ignorantly, and in Uabelief 
And all blaſphemous Thoughts, are hbkewiſe ſuch 
as may be paſſed by, if the Soul afflitted with 
them, indeed is ſorry for them, 1 27 1. 13, 149 
* 15. Mark Jo 28, 
All but this Sinner, all but this! If Gcd had 
ſaid he will forgive one Sin, it had been unde 
ſerved Grace: But when he ſays he will pardon 
all bur one, this is Grace to the height. Nor is 
that one unpardonable otherwiſe, bur becauſe 
the Saviour that ſhould ſave them, is rejected 
and put away. 
Facob, Ladder, Chriſt is Jacob's Ladder that 

reacheth up to Heaven, and he that refuſeth tog 
go by this Ladder thither, will ſcarce by other 
Means get up ſo high: There is none other name] 
given under Heaven among Men, whereby we Wl 
muſt be ſayed. There is none other Sacrifice for 
Sin than his, he alſo, and he only, is the Medi 
ator that reconcileth Men to God. And Sinner, 
if thou would'ſt be ſaved by him, his Benefits, 
are thine, yea, though thou art a great Zeruſa* 
lem-Tranceg reſſor. 


FINIS. 


